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Introduction
Perhaps	you've	applied	for	a	job	and	have	been	refused	an	application	because
you	don't	have	a	high-school	diploma	or	a	General	Educational	Development
(GED)	diploma.	Or	maybe	you	were	up	for	a	promotion	at	work,	but	when	your
boss	found	out	that	you	didn't	finish	high	school,	he	said	you	weren't	eligible	for
the	new	job.	Maybe	you've	always	wanted	to	go	to	college	but	couldn't	even
apply	because	the	college	of	your	choice	requires	a	high-school	diploma	or
equivalent	(the	GED	diploma)	for	admission.	Or	perhaps	your	kids	are	just	about
to	graduate	from	high	school,	and	you're	motivated	to	finish,	too.	Perhaps	you
just	want	to	set	a	good	example	for	them.

Whatever	your	reasons	for	wanting	to	earn	a	high-school	diploma	—	whether
we've	mentioned	them	here	or	not	—	this	book	is	for	you.	It	gives	you	a	quick
look	at	the	process	of	preparing	to	take	the	new	computerized	GED	test	—
which,	if	you	pass,	offers	you	the	equivalent	of	a	high-school	diploma	without
all	the	time-consuming	bells	and	whistles	of	attending	a	high	school.

About	This	Book
If	you	want	a	high-school	diploma,	you	can	always	go	back	and	finish	high
school	the	old-fashioned	way.	Of	course,	it	may	take	you	a	few	years,	and	you
may	have	to	quit	your	job	to	do	it.	Plus,	you'd	have	to	sit	in	a	class	with
teenagers	for	eight	or	so	hours	a	day	(and	probably	be	treated	like	one,	too).

For	most	people,	that	situation	doesn't	sound	too	appealing.	GED	Test	For
Dummies,	Quick	Prep	Edition,	presents	a	different	solution:	Earn	a	high-school
diploma	and	do	so	in	the	shortest	time	possible,	without	ever	having	to	share	a
classroom	with	other	people.	If	you	don't	mind	preparing	yourself	for	a	series	of
challenging	test	sections	that	determine	whether	you've	mastered	key	skills,	you
can	get	a	GED	diploma	that's	the	equivalent	of	a	high-school	education	—	and
you	can	do	so	in	much	less	than	four	years.

If	taking	the	GED	test	to	earn	your	diploma	sounds	like	a	great	idea	to	you,	this
book	is	a	necessary	study	tool.	It's	a	fun-filled	and	friendly	instruction	manual
for	succeeding	on	the	new,	all-computerized	GED	test.	Use	this	book	as	your
first	stop.	It	isn't	a	subject-matter	preparation	book	—	that	is,	it	doesn't	take	you
through	the	basics	of	math	and	then	progress	into	algebra,	geometry,	and	so	on.



through	the	basics	of	math	and	then	progress	into	algebra,	geometry,	and	so	on.
It	does,	however,	prepare	you	for	the	GED	test	by	giving	you	detailed
information	about	each	section,	a	full-length	practice	test	for	each	section,	and
plenty	of	easy-to-understand	answers	and	explanations	for	the	test	questions.
After	taking	the	practice	test	sections	and	going	through	the	answers	and
explanations,	you	can	determine	which	subject	areas	you	need	to	work	on.

Just	as	importantly,	we	walk	you	through	how	the	GED	test	has	changed.
Although	people	needing	special	accommodations	may	still	have	access	to	the
old	paper-and-pencil	test,	for	most,	it	now	is	offered	only	on	a	computer.	Having
basic	computer	knowledge	is	much	more	important.	Some	of	the	question
formats	have	changed	as	well,	so	knowing	how	to	use	the	computer	mouse	and
keyboard	to	solve	them	is	also	important.

Foolish	Assumptions
When	we	wrote	this	book,	we	made	a	few	assumptions	about	you,	dear	reader.
Here's	who	we	think	you	are:

You're	serious	about	earning	a	high-school	diploma	or	GED	endorsement
for	existing	qualifications	as	quickly	as	you	can.
You've	made	earning	a	high-school	diploma	and	an	endorsement	a
priority	in	your	life	because	you	want	to	advance	in	the	workplace	or
move	on	to	college.
You're	willing	to	give	up	some	activities	so	you	have	the	time	to	prepare,
always	keeping	in	mind	your	other	responsibilities,	too.
You	meet	your	state's	requirements	regarding	age,	residency,	and	the
length	of	time	since	leaving	school	that	make	you	eligible	to	take	the
GED	test.	(Double-check	with	your	local	GED	test	administrator	to	find
out	your	state's	requirements.)
You	have	sufficient	English	language	skills	to	handle	the	test.
You	want	a	fun	and	friendly	guide	that	helps	you	achieve	your	goal.

If	any	of	these	descriptions	sounds	like	you,	welcome	aboard.	We've	prepared	an
enjoyable	tour	of	the	GED	test.

Icons	Used	in	This	Book



Icons	Used	in	This	Book
Icons	—	little	pictures	you	see	in	the	margins	of	this	book	—	highlight	bits	of
text	that	you	want	to	pay	special	attention	to.	Here's	what	each	one	means:

	Whenever	we	want	to	tell	you	a	special	trick	or	technique	that	can
help	you	succeed	on	the	GED	test,	we	mark	it	with	this	icon.	Keep	an
eye	out	for	this	guy.

	This	icon	points	out	information	you	want	to	burn	into	your	brain.
Think	of	the	text	with	this	icon	as	the	sort	of	stuff	you'd	tear	out	and	put
on	a	bulletin	board	or	your	refrigerator.

	Take	this	icon	seriously!	Although	the	world	won't	end	if	you	don't
heed	the	advice	next	to	this	icon,	the	warnings	are	important	to	your
success	in	preparing	to	take	the	GED	test.

	We	use	this	icon	to	flag	example	questions	that	are	much	like	what
you	can	expect	on	the	actual	GED	test.	So	if	you	just	want	to	get
familiar	with	the	types	of	questions	on	the	test,	this	icon	is	your	guide.

Where	to	Go	from	Here
Some	people	like	to	read	books	from	beginning	to	end.	Others	prefer	to	read
only	the	specific	information	they	need	to	know	now.	Chapter	1	starts	off	with
an	overview	of	the	GED	test	and	how	to	register	for	the	exam.	For	those	less
comfortable	with	computers,	Chapter	2	provides	a	lot	more	detail	about	the
computerized	GED	test	and	what	computer	basics	you	need	to	know.	If	you	want
an	overview	of	the	different	types	of	questions	and	how	you	can	prepare	for
those	subjects,	check	out	Chapter	3.	Chapter	4	gives	you	plenty	of	hands-on
material	to	help	you	leading	up	to	and	the	morning	of	test	day,	including	what	to
do	right	before	the	test	starts.	The	remaining	chapters	(Chapters	5	through	9)
provide	a	full-length	practice	test	for	each	section	and	detailed	answer



explanations.	However	you	want	to	approach	this	book	is	fine	with	us	—	just
don't	peek	at	the	practice	test	sections	until	the	moment	you're	ready	to	take
them	(and	be	sure	not	to	look	at	the	answers	until	after	you	take	the	tests	that	go
with	them!).



Part	I
Getting	Started	with	the	GED	Test

	For	Dummies	can	help	you	get	started	with	lots	of	subjects.	Visit
www.dummies.com	to	learn	more	and	do	more	with	For	Dummies.

http://www.dummies.com


In	this	part.	.	.
Discover	how	the	GED	test	and	its	various	sections	are	organized	and
what	to	expect	on	the	test.	Get	familiar	with	each	section’s	specific	focus
and	manner	of	dealing	with	the	content.
Explore	the	format	of	the	computerized	GED	test,	including	how	the
questions	are	presented	and	how	you’re	expected	to	answer	them.
Prepare	for	the	actual	test	day,	and	find	out	what	you	should	or	shouldn’t
do	on	the	day(s)	before,	the	day	of,	and	during	the	exam.



Chapter	1

Taking	a	Quick	Glance	at	the	GED
Test

In	This	Chapter
	Reviewing	the	different	GED	test	sections	and	their	questions
	Registering	for	the	exam
	Knowing	that	you	can	take	the	GED	test	when	English	is	your	second

language
	Understanding	what	your	scores	mean	and	how	they're	determined

The	GED	test	offers	high-school	dropouts,	people	who	leave	school	early,	and
people	who	were	educated	outside	the	United	States	an	opportunity	to	earn	the
equivalent	of	an	American	high-school	diploma	without	the	need	for	full-time
attendance	in	either	day	or	night	school.	The	GED	test	is	a	recognized	standard
that	makes	securing	a	job	or	college	placement	easier.

The	2014	GED	test	has	been	completely	revamped	to	bring	it	in	line	with	Grade
12	standards	in	the	United	States.	It	also	now	meets	the	College	and	Career
Readiness	Standards	for	Adult	Education.	The	GED	test	also	covers	the
Common	Core	Standards,	used	by	46	states.	These	standards	are	based	on	the
actual	expectations	stated	by	employers	and	postsecondary	institutions.

The	GED	tests	measure	whether	you	understand	what	high-school	seniors	across
the	country	are	supposed	to	have	learned	before	they	graduate.	Employers	need
better-educated	employees.	In	addition,	some	colleges	may	be	uncertain	of	the
quality	of	foreign	credentials.	The	GED	diploma	provides	those	assurances.
When	you	pass	these	tests,	you	earn	a	high-school	equivalency	diploma.	That
can	open	many	doors	for	you	—	perhaps	doors	that	you	don't	even	know	exist	at
this	point.

You	may	wonder	why	you	should	even	bother	taking	the	GED	test	and	getting
your	GED	diploma.	People	with	high-school	diplomas	earn	more	and	spend	less
time	unemployed	than	people	without.	Some	59	percent	of	people	with	a	GED



time	unemployed	than	people	without.	Some	59	percent	of	people	with	a	GED
were	employed	full-time	or	part-time,	compared	to	only	49	percent	without	a
high-school	diploma.	That	result	is	virtually	the	same	as	people	with	a	regular
high-school	diploma.	Incomes	were	about	30	percent	higher	for	GED	graduates
than	people	without	high-school	diplomas.

Ready	to	get	started?	This	chapter	gives	you	the	basics	of	the	GED	test:	how	the
test	is	now	administered,	what	the	test	sections	look	like,	how	to	schedule	the
test,	including	whether	you're	eligible,	and	how	the	scores	are	calculated	(so	you
know	what	you	need	to	pass).

What	to	Expect:	The	Testing	Format	Is
New
A	computer	now	administers	the	GED	test.	That	means	that	all	the	questions
appear	on	a	computer	screen,	and	you	enter	all	your	answers	into	a	computer.
You	read,	calculate,	evaluate,	analyze,	and	write	everything	on	the	computer.
Even	for	work	like	rough	math	calculations	or	draft	essay	writing,	you	don't	use
paper.	Instead,	the	test	centers	provide	you	with	an	erasable	tablet.	If	you	know
how	to	use	a	computer	and	are	comfortable	with	a	keyboard	and	a	mouse,	you're
ahead	of	the	game.	If	not,	practice	your	keyboarding.	You	at	least	need	to	get
more	comfortable	with	computers,	even	if	that	means	taking	a	short	course	at	a
local	learning	emporium.	In	the	case	of	the	GED	test,	familiarity	breeds	comfort.

	Under	certain	circumstances,	as	a	special	accommodation,	the
sections	are	available	in	booklet	format.	Check	with	the	GED	Testing
Service	to	see	what	exceptions	are	acceptable.

The	computer-based	GED	test	allows	for	speedy	detailed	feedback	on	your
performance.	When	you	pass	(yes,	we	said	when	and	not	if,	because	we	believe
in	you),	the	GED	Testing	Service	provides	both	a	diploma	and	a	detailed
transcript	of	your	scores,	similar	to	what	high-school	graduates	receive.	They're
now	available	online	at	www.gedtestingservice.com	within	a	day	of
completing	the	test.	You	can	then	send	your	transcript	and	diploma	to	an
employer	or	college.	Doing	so	allows	employers	and	colleges	access	to	a
detailed	outline	of	your	scores,	achievement,	and	demonstrated	skills	and
abilities.	This	outline	is	also	a	useful	tool	for	you	to	review	your	progress.	It

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/


highlights	those	areas	where	you	did	well	and	areas	where	you	need	further
work.	If	you	want	to	(or	have	to)	retake	the	test,	these	results	will	provide	a
detailed	guide	to	what	you	should	work	on	to	improve	your	scores.	Requests	for
additional	copies	of	transcripts	are	handled	online	and	also	are	available	within	a
day.

Reviewing	the	Test	Sections
The	GED	test	includes	the	following	four	sections,	each	of	which	you	can	take
separately:

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts
Mathematical	Reasoning
Science
Social	Studies

	You	can	take	each	of	the	four	test	sections	separately,	at	different
times,	and	in	any	order	you	want.	This	is	one	of	the	benefits	of	doing	the
test	by	computer.	Because	everyone	is	working	individually	on	the
various	test	sections	rather	than	as	a	group	exam,	the	computer-based
test	eliminates	the	need	for	the	whole	group	of	test-takers	to	work	in
tandem.	For	example,	you	may	be	working	on	the	Math	test,	while	your
neighbor	is	working	on	the	Social	Studies	test.	Just	don't	look	around	at
all	your	neighbors	to	verify	this	because	proctors	may	think	you're	doing
more	than	satisfying	your	curiousity.

The	following	sections	offer	a	closer	look	into	what	the	test	sections	cover	and
what	you	can	expect.

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section
The	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	is	one	long	test	that	covers	all
the	literacy	components	of	the	GED	test.	You	have	150	minutes	overall.
However,	the	test	is	divided	into	three	sections:	first,	35	minutes	on	all	content,
then	45	minutes	for	the	Extended	Response	(essay),	followed	by	a	10-minute
break,	and	then	another	60	minutes	for	more	general	test	items.	Remember	that
the	time	for	the	Extended	Response	can't	be	used	to	work	on	the	other	questions



the	time	for	the	Extended	Response	can't	be	used	to	work	on	the	other	questions
in	the	test,	nor	can	you	use	leftover	time	from	the	other	sections	on	the	Extended
Response.

Here	is	what	you	can	expect	on	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test:

The	literacy	component	testing	asks	you	to	correct	text,	respond	to
writings,	and	generally	demonstrate	a	critical	understanding	of	various
passages.	This	includes	demonstrating	a	command	of	proper	grammar,
punctuation,	and	spelling.
The	Extended	Response	item,	also	known	as	“the	essay,”	examines	your
skills	in	organizing	your	thoughts	and	writing	clearly.	Your	response	will
be	based	on	two	source	text	selections,	drawing	key	elements	from	that
material	to	prepare	your	essay.

The	essay	is	evaluated	both	on	your	interpretation	of	the	source	texts	and
the	quality	of	your	writing.	You	type	on	the	computer,	using	a	tool	that
resembles	a	word	processor.	It	has	neither	a	spell-checker	nor	a	grammar-
checker.	You'll	have	an	erasable	tablet	on	which	to	prepare	a	draft	before
writing	the	final	document.	How	well	you	use	spelling	and	grammar	as
you	write	is	also	part	of	your	evaluation.

The	scores	from	both	components	will	be	combined	into	one	single	score
for	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts.

The	first	part	of	this	test	consists	of	short-answer	and	multiple-choice	questions
(called	items)	in	various	formats.	For	example,	they	may	be	the	familiar
multiple-choice,	drag-and-drop,	fill-in-the-blanks,	or	hot-spot	items.	For	details
on	the	different	question	types,	see	Chapters	2	and	3.

These	items	are	based	on	source	texts,	which	are	materials	presented	to	you	for
your	response.	Some	of	this	source	material	is	nonfiction,	from	science	and
social	studies	content	as	well	as	from	the	workplace.	Only	25	percent	is	based	on
literature.	Here's	a	breakdown	of	the	materials:

Workplace	materials:	These	include	work-related	letters,	memos,	and
instructions	that	you	may	see	on	the	job.
U.S.	Founding	Documents	and	documents	that	present	part	of	the
Great	American	Conversation:	These	may	include	extracts	from	the



Bill	of	Rights,	the	Constitution,	and	other	historical	documents.	They	also
may	include	opinion	pieces	of	relevant	issues	in	American	history	and
civics.
Informational	works:	These	include	documents	that	present	information
(often	dry	and	boring	information),	such	as	the	instructional	manual	that
tells	you	how	to	set	the	clock	on	your	DVD	player.	They	also	include
materials	that	you	may	find	in	history,	social	studies,	or	science	books.
Literature:	Extracts	from	novels,	plays,	and	similar	materials.

You	find	a	variety	of	types	of	problems	in	the	Reasoning	Through	Language
Arts	section	of	the	test,	including	the	following:

Correction:	In	these	items,	you're	asked	to	correct	sentences	presented	to
you.
Revision:	In	these	items,	you're	presented	with	a	sentence	that	has	a	word
or	phrase	underlined.	If	the	sentence	needs	a	correction,	one	of	the	answer
choices	will	be	better	than	the	words	or	phrase	underlined.	If	no
correction	is	needed,	either	one	of	the	answer	choices	will	be	the	same	as
the	underlined	portion,	or	one	of	the	choices	will	be	something	like	“no
correction	needed.”
Construction	shift:	In	these	types	of	problems,	you	have	to	correct	a
sentence	by	altering	the	sentence	structure.	The	original	sentence	may	not
be	completely	wrong,	but	it	can	be	improved	with	a	little	editing.	In	these
cases,	the	question	presents	you	with	optional	rewording	or	allows	you	to
change	the	sentence	order	in	a	paragraph.
Text	analysis:	These	problems	require	you	to	read	a	passage	and	respond
in	some	manner.	It	may	be	an	analysis	of	the	content,	a	critique	of	the
style,	review	for	biases	or	other	influences,	or	responses	to	something	in
the	content.

	See	Chapter	3	for	the	lowdown	on	this	section	of	the	test	and	Chapter
5	for	a	practice	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test,	with	answers
and	explanations	in	Chapter	9.	Check	out	Chapter	2	for	the	format	of	the
items	as	they	appear	on	the	computer.

Mathematical	Reasoning	section



Mathematical	Reasoning	section
The	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	tests	mathematics	that	you'd	normally
know	by	the	end	of	high	school.	Because	this	new	test	is	designed	to	prepare	you
for	both	postsecondary	education	and	employment,	it	has	an	emphasis	on	both
workplace-related	mathematics	and	academic	mathematics.	About	45	percent	of
the	test	is	about	quantitative	problem	solving,	and	the	rest	is	about	algebra.

The	Mathematical	Reasoning	test	consists	of	different	formats	of	items.	Because
the	GED	test	is	now	administered	on	the	computer,	the	items	take	advantage	of
the	power	of	the	computer.	Check	out	Chapters	2	and	3	for	more	information
and	a	sneak	peek	of	what	the	items	look	like.

Here	are	the	types	of	items	that	you'll	encounter	in	the	Mathematical	Reasoning
section:

Multiple-choice:	Most	of	the	items	in	the	Mathematical	Reasoning
section	are	multiple-choice	because	this	type	of	question	is	still	one	of	the
most	used	formats	for	standardized	tests.
Drop-down:	This	type	of	question	is	a	form	of	multiple-choice	in	that
you	get	a	series	of	possible	answers,	one	of	which	is	correct.	The	only
difference	is	that	you	see	all	the	options	at	once	within	the	text	where	it's
to	be	used.	For	an	example,	see	Chapters	2	and	3.
Fill-in-the-blank	and	hot-spot:	In	these	types	of	problems,	you	have	to
provide	an	answer.	The	fill-in-the-blank	items	are	straightforward:	You're
asked	for	a	very	specific	answer,	either	a	number	or	one	or	two	words,
and	you	type	the	answer	into	the	space	provided.	Hot-spot	items	use	an
embedded	sensor	within	an	image	on	the	computer	screen.	You	use	the
mouse	to	move	data	to	that	spot	or	plot	data	on	a	graphic.	The	secret	of
doing	well	on	these	questions	is	still	to	read	them	carefully	and	answer
what	is	asked	from	the	information	given.	These	types	of	problems	don't
have	any	tricks,	except	the	ones	you	may	play	on	yourself	by	reading
information	into	them	that	isn't	there.

Some	items	may	be	stand-alone	with	only	one	question	for	each	problem,	or
stimulus.	Others	may	have	multiple	items	based	on	a	single	stimulus.	Each
stimulus,	no	matter	how	many	items	are	based	on	it,	may	be	text,	graphs,	tables,
or	other	representation	of	numbers,	geometrical,	or	algebraic	materials.	Practice
reading	mathematical	materials,	and	you	should	become	familiar	with	the
vocabulary	of	mathematics.



vocabulary	of	mathematics.

Science	section
Our	advice	for	the	Science	section	is	very	similar	to	the	Reasoning	Through
Language	Arts	section.	Most	importantly,	read	as	much	as	you	can,	and	read
science	material.	Whenever	you	don't	understand	a	word	or	concept,	look	it	up	in
a	dictionary	or	online.	The	items	in	the	Science	section	assume	a	high-school
level	of	science	vocabulary.

You	don't	have	to	be	a	nuclear	physicist	to	answer	the	items,	but	you	should	be
familiar	with	the	vocabulary	normally	understood	by	someone	completing	high
school.	Then	read	appropriate	material	that	would	be	covered	in	high-school
science	texts.	If	you	work	at	improving	your	scientific	vocabulary,	you	should
have	little	trouble	with	the	Science	section.	(Note:	That	same	advice	applies	to
all	the	GED	test's	sections.	Improve	your	vocabulary	in	each	subject,	and	you'll
perform	better.)

The	Science	section	on	the	GED	test	concentrates	on	two	main	themes:

Human	health	and	living	systems
Energy	and	related	systems

In	addition,	the	content	of	the	problems	will	focus	on	one	of	the	following	areas:

Physical	science:	About	40	percent	of	this	section	focuses	on	physics	and
chemistry,	including	topics	such	as	conservation,	transformation,	and
flow	of	energy;	work,	motion,	and	forces;	and	chemical	properties	and
reactions	related	to	living	systems.
Life	science:	Another	40	percent	of	the	Science	section	deals	with	life
science,	including	biology	and,	more	specifically,	human	body	and	health,
relationship	between	life	functions	and	energy	intake,	ecosystems,
structure	and	function	of	life,	and	molecular	basis	for	heredity	and
evolution.
Earth	and	space	science:	This	area	makes	up	the	remaining	20	percent
of	this	section	and	includes	astronomy	—	interaction	between	Earth's
systems	and	living	things,	Earth	and	its	system	components	and
interactions,	and	structure	and	organization	of	the	cosmos.

Go	ahead	and	type	in	one	of	the	three	areas	of	content	into	your	favorite	search



Go	ahead	and	type	in	one	of	the	three	areas	of	content	into	your	favorite	search
engine	to	find	material	to	read.	The	search	engine	will	give	you	links	to	articles
and	material	from	all	different	levels.	Filter	your	choices	by	the	level	you	want
and	need	—	for	example,	use	keywords	such	as	“scientific	theories,”	“scientific
discoveries,”	“scientific	method,”	“human	health,”	“living	systems,”	“energy,”
“the	universe,”	“organisms,”	and	“geochemical	systems”	—	and	don't	get
discouraged	if	you	can't	understand	technical	material	that	one	scientist	wrote
that	only	about	three	other	scientists	in	the	world	can	understand.

Items	in	the	Science	section	are	in	multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	short-
answer,	hot-spot,	and	drop-down	format.	See	the	earlier	sections	on	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts	and	Mathematical	Reasoning	for	descriptions	of	these
types	of	items.

Social	Studies	section
The	Social	Studies	section	of	the	GED	test	is	scheduled	for	90	minutes.	Sixty-
five	minutes	are	allocated	for	the	multiple-choice	and	short-answer	questions,
whereas	the	Extended	Response	item	—	an	essay	—	takes	25	minutes.	Here	is	a
breakdown:

Multiple-choice	and	short-answer	questions:	The	short	answers’	source
text	and	data	will	vary.	About	half	of	the	questions	are	based	on	one
source	item,	such	as	a	graph	or	text,	with	one	question.	Other	items	have	a
single	source	item,	such	as	a	graph	or	text	as	the	basis	for	several
questions.	In	either	case,	you'll	need	to	analyze	and	evaluate	the	content
presented	to	you	as	part	of	the	question.	The	test	items	evaluate	your
ability	to	answer	questions,	using	reasoning	and	analysis	skills.	The
information	for	the	source	materials	comes	from	primary	and	secondary
sources,	both	text	and	visual.	That	means	you	need	to	be	able	to	“read”
charts,	tables,	and	graphs	as	well	as	standard	text	materials.
Extended	Response:	Also	known	as	the	essay,	this	part	of	the	Social
Studies	section	requires	similar	skills	and	works	much	like	the	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts	Extended	Response	(refer	to	the	earlier	section
on	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts).	You're	presented	with	one	or	two
source	texts,	and	your	assignment	is	to	evaluate	the	source	text.	You	need
to	consider	the	quality	of	the	argument(s)	presented	and	then	write	an
essay	responding	to	and	evaluating	the	opinions	or	information	presented.



The	content	of	this	section	is	drawn	from	these	four	basic	areas:

Civics	and	government:	The	largest	part	(about	50	percent	of	the
section)	focuses	on	civics	and	government.	The	civics	and	government
items	of	the	test	examine	the	development	of	democracy,	from	ancient
times	to	modern	days.	Other	topics	include	how	civilizations	change	over
time	and	respond	to	crises.
American	history:	American	history	makes	up	20	percent	of	the	Social
Studies	section.	It	covers	all	topics	from	the	pilgrims	and	early	settlement
to	the	Revolution,	Civil	War,	World	Wars	I	and	II,	Vietnam	War,	and
current	history	—	all	of	which	involve	the	United	States	in	one	way	or
another.
Economics:	Economics	make	up	about	15	percent	of	the	section.	The
economics	portion	examines	basic	theories,	such	as	supply	and	demand,
the	role	of	government	policies	in	the	economy,	and	macro-	and
microeconomic	theory.
Geography	and	the	world:	This	area	also	makes	up	15	percent	of	the
section.	The	areas	with	which	you	need	to	become	familiar	are	very
topical:	sustainability	and	environmental	issues,	population	issues,	and
rural	and	urban	settlement.	Other	topics	include	cultural	diversity	and
migration	and	those	issues	that	are	of	universal	and	not	national	concern.

It's	a	Date:	Scheduling	the	Test
To	take	the	GED	test,	you	schedule	it	based	on	the	available	testing	dates.	Each
state	or	local	testing	center	sets	its	own	schedule	for	the	GED	test,	which	means
that	your	state	decides	how	and	when	you	take	each	portion	of	the	test.	It	also
determines	how	often	you	can	retake	a	failed	portion.	Because	a	computer	now
administers	the	test,	you	can	schedule	an	individual	appointment.	Your	test	starts
when	you	start	and	ends	when	your	allotted	time	is	completed.	The	test	centers
are	small	computer	labs,	often	containing	no	more	than	15	seats,	and	actual
testing	facilities	are	located	in	many	communities	in	your	state.

You	book	your	appointment	through	www.gedtestingservice.com.	Your
local	GED	test	administrator	can	give	you	all	the	information	you	need	about
scheduling	the	test.	In	addition,	local	school	districts	and	community	colleges
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can	provide	information	about	local	test	centers	in	your	area.

	Sending	a	specific	question	or	request	to
www.gedtestingservice.com	may	come	with	a	charge	for	the
service.	To	save	money,	you're	better	off	asking	a	person	at	your	local
testing	center.	That	way,	you	don't	have	to	pay	for	the	privilege	of
asking	a	question,	and	your	answer	will	be	based	on	rules	and	conditions
in	your	area.

The	following	sections	answer	some	questions	you	may	have	before	you
schedule	your	test	date,	including	whether	you're	even	eligible	to	take	the	test,
when	you	can	take	the	test,	and	how	to	sign	up	to	take	the	test.

Discovering	whether	you're	eligible
Before	you	schedule	your	test,	make	sure	you	meet	the	requirements	to	take	the
GED	test.	You're	eligible	to	apply	to	take	the	GED	test	only	if

You're	not	currently	enrolled	in	a	high	school.	If	you're	currently
enrolled	in	a	high	school,	you're	expected	to	complete	your	diploma	there.
The	purpose	of	the	GED	test	is	to	give	people	who	aren't	in	high	school	a
chance	to	get	an	equivalent	high-school	diploma.
You're	not	a	high-school	graduate.	If	you're	a	high-school	graduate,
you	should	have	a	diploma,	which	means	you	don't	need	to	take	the	GED
test.	However,	you	can	use	the	GED	to	upgrade	or	update	your	skills	and
to	prove	that	you're	ready	for	further	education	and	training.
You	meet	state	requirements	regarding	age,	residency,	and	the	length
of	time	since	leaving	high	school.	Check	with	your	local	GED	test
administrator	to	determine	your	state's	requirements	concerning	these
criteria.	Residency	requirements	are	an	issue,	because	you	may	have	to
take	the	test	in	a	different	jurisdiction,	depending	on	how	long	you've
lived	at	your	present	address.

Knowing	when	you	can	take	the	test
You	can	take	the	GED	test	when	you're	eligible	and	prepared.	You	can	then
apply	to	take	the	GED	test	as	soon	as	you	want.	Just	contact	your	local	testing
center	or	www.gedtestingservice.com	for	a	test	schedule.	Pick	a	day	(or
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days)	that	works	for	you.

	Taking	all	four	sections	of	the	GED	test	together	takes	seven	hours.
Depending	on	your	local	testing	center,	you	may	have	to	take	the
complete	test	in	one	sitting.	However,	the	test	is	now	designed	so	that
you	can	take	each	section	when	you're	ready.	In	most	areas,	you	can	take
the	test	sections	one	at	a	time,	in	the	evening	or	on	weekends,	depending
on	the	individual	testing	center.	If	you	pass	one	test	section,	that	section
of	the	GED	test	is	considered	done,	no	matter	how	you	do	on	the	other
tests.	If	you	fail	one	section,	you	can	retake	that	section	of	the	test	at	any
time.	How	the	test	is	administered	will	vary	from	state	to	state,	so	check
with	www.gedtestingservice.com	or	your	local	high-school's
guidance	office.

Because	the	test	starts	when	you're	ready	and	finishes	when	you	have	used	up
the	allocated	time,	you	can	take	it	alone	and	don't	have	to	depend	on	other
people.	For	you,	that	means	you	may	be	able	to	find	locations	that	offer	the
testing	in	evenings	or	weekends	as	well	as	during	regular	business	hours.	Even
better,	because	you	don't	have	to	take	the	test	with	a	group,	you	may	be	able	to
set	an	individual	starting	time	that	suits	you.

If	circumstances	dictate	that	you	must	take	the	paper	version	of	the	test,	you'll
probably	have	to	forgo	the	flexibility	afforded	by	the	computer.	Check	well	in
advance	to	see	what	the	rules	are	for	you.

	You	can	also	apply	to	take	the	test	if	you're	not	prepared,	but	if	you
do	that,	you	don't	stand	a	very	good	chance	of	passing.	If	you	do	need	to
retake	any	section	of	the	test,	use	your	time	before	your	next	test	date	to
get	ready.	You	can	retake	the	test	only	three	times,	and,	in	most
jurisdictions,	taking	the	test	costs	money	(check	with	your	local	testing
center	to	find	out	specifics	for	your	area).	However,	remember	that	you
can	take	each	section	of	the	test	separately,	and	each	section	is	scored
separately.	If	you	fail	one	section	of	the	test,	like	the	Social	Studies	one,
you	need	to	redo	only	that	section.	To	save	time	and	money,	prepare
before	you	schedule	the	test.	Refer	to	the	later	section	“Knowing	what	to
do	if	you	score	poorly	on	one	or	more	tests”	for	details.
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Are	special	accommodations	available?
If	you	need	to	complete	the	test	on	paper	or	have	a	disability	that	makes	it	impossible	for	you
to	use	the	computer,	your	needs	can	be	accommodated.	However,	other	specifics	apply:	Your
choice	of	times	and	testing	locations	may	be	much	more	restricted,	and	times	to	complete	a
test	may	be	extended.	Remember	also	that	if	accommodation	is	required,	the	GED	testing
centers	will	ask	for	documentation	of	the	nature	of	the	accommodation	required.

The	GED	testing	centers	make	every	effort	to	ensure	that	all	qualified	people	have	access	to
the	tests.	If	you	have	a	disability,	you	may	not	be	able	to	register	for	the	tests	and	take	them
the	same	week,	but,	with	some	advanced	planning,	you	can	probably	take	the	tests	when
you're	ready.	Here's	what	you	need	to	do:

Check	with	your	local	testing	center	or	check	out
www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/accommodations-for-

disability.

Contact	the	GED	Testing	Service	or	your	local	GED	test	center	and	explain	your
disability.

Request	any	forms	that	you	have	to	fill	out	for	your	special	circumstances.

Ensure	that	you	have	a	recent	diagnosis	by	a	physician	or	other	qualified
professional.

Complete	all	the	proper	forms	and	submit	them	with	medical	or	professional
diagnosis.

Start	planning	early	so	that	you're	able	to	take	the	tests	when	you're	ready.

Note	that,	regardless	of	your	disability,	you	still	have	to	be	able	to	handle	the	mental	and
emotional	demands	of	the	test.

The	GED	Testing	Service	in	Washington,	D.C.,	defines	specific	disabilities,	such	as	the
following,	for	which	it	may	make	special	accommodations,	provided	the	disability	severely
limits	your	ability	to	perform	essential	skills	required	to	pass	the	GED	test:

Medical	disabilities,	such	as	cerebral	palsy,	epilepsy,	or	blindness

Emotional	disabilities,	such	as	schizophrenia,	major	depression,	attention	deficit
disorder,	or	Tourette's	syndrome

Specific	learning	disabilities,	including	perceptual	handicaps,	brain	injury,	minimal
brain	dysfunction,	dyslexia,	and	developmental	aphasia

Signing	up
When	you're	actually	ready	to	sign	up	for	the	test,	follow	these	steps:
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1.	 Contact	your	local	GED	test	administrator	or	go	to
www.gedtestingservice.com	to	make	sure	you're	eligible.

Refer	to	the	earlier	section	“Discovering	whether	you're	eligible”	for
some	help.

2.	 Ask	the	office	for	an	application	(if	needed)	or	an	appointment.
3.	 Complete	the	application	(if	needed).
4.	 Return	the	application	to	the	proper	office,	with	payment,	if

necessary.

The	fees	vary	state	by	state,	so	contact	your	local	administrator	or	testing
site	to	find	out	what	you	have	to	pay	to	take	the	tests.	In	some	states,	if
you	fall	into	a	low-income	bracket,	you	can	have	the	fees	paid	for	you.

Note:	You	can	also	do	all	of	this	online,	including	submitting	the	payment,
either	with	your	computer,	tablet,	or	smartphone.	Go	to
www.gedtestingservice.com	to	start	the	process.

	Never	send	cash	by	mail	to	pay	for	the	GED	test.	Most	local
administrators	have	payment	rules	and	don't	accept	cash.

Working	with	unusual	circumstances
If	you	feel	that	you	may	have	a	special	circumstance	that	prevents	you	from
taking	the	GED	test,	contact	the	GED	test	administrator	in	your	area.	If,	for
example,	the	test	is	going	to	be	held	on	your	sabbath,	the	testing	center	may
make	special	arrangements	for	you.

	When	applying	for	special	circumstances,	keep	the	following
guidelines	in	mind:

Document	everything	in	your	appeal	for	special	consideration.
Contact	the	GED	test	administrator	in	your	area	as	early	as	you	can.
Be	patient.	Special	arrangements	can't	be	made	overnight.	The
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administrator	often	has	to	wait	for	a	group	with	similar	issues	to	gather	so
he	can	make	arrangements	for	the	entire	group.
Ask	questions.	Accommodations	can	be	made	if	you	ask.	For	example,
special	allowances	include	extended	time	for	various	disabilities,	large
print	and	Braille	for	visual	impairments,	and	age	(for	those	individuals
older	than	60	who	feel	they	may	have	a	learning	disability).

Taking	the	GED	Test	When	English	Is
Your	Second	Language
The	good	news	is	that	English	doesn't	have	to	be	your	first	language	for	you	to
take	the	GED	test.	The	GED	test	is	offered	in	English,	Spanish,	and	French.	If
you	want	to	take	the	test	in	Spanish	or	French,	contact	your	local	GED	test
administrator	so	you	can	apply.

	If	English,	Spanish,	or	French	isn't	your	first	language,	you	must
decide	whether	you	can	read	and	write	English	as	well	as	or	better	than
40	percent	of	high-school	graduates	because	you	may	be	required	to	pass
an	English	as	a	Second	Language	(ESL)	placement	test.	If	you	write	and
read	English	well,	prepare	for	and	take	the	test	(either	in	English	or	in
Spanish	or	French).	If	you	don't	read	or	write	English	well,	take
additional	classes	to	prepare	yourself	in	English	until	you	think	you're
ready.	An	English	Language	Proficiency	Test	(ELPT)	is	also	available
for	people	who	completed	their	education	in	other	countries.	For	more
information	about	the	language	component	of	the	GED	tests,	check	out
www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/special-test-

editions.

In	many	ways,	the	GED	test	is	like	the	TOEFL	(the	Test	of	English	as	a	Foreign
Language)	comprehension	tests.	If	you've	completed	the	TOEFL	tests	with	good
grades,	you're	likely	ready	to	take	the	GED	test.	If	you	haven't	taken	the	TOEFL
tests,	enroll	in	a	GED	test	preparation	course	to	see	whether	you	have	difficulty
understanding	the	subjects	and	skills	assessed	on	the	test.	GED	test	courses
provide	you	with	some	insight	into	your	comprehension	ability	with	a	teacher	to
discuss	your	skills	and	struggles.

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/special-test-editions


Websites	that	can	help	you	plan	to	take	the
GED	test

The	Internet	is	a	helpful	and	sometimes	scary	place.	Some	websites	are	there	to	help	you	in
your	GED	test	preparation,	while	others	just	want	to	sell	you	something.	You	have	to	be	on
alert	to	separate	the	good	from	the	bad.	Here	are	a	couple	of	essential	ones:	Most	are
accessible	through	www.gedtestingservice.com.

adulted.about.com/od/gettingyourged/a/stateged.htm	is	a	website	that
links	to	the	GED	test	eligibility	requirements	and	testing	locations	in	your	state.

usaeducation.info/Tests/GED/International-students.aspx	is	a	site
that	explains	GED	test	eligibility	for	foreign	students.

If	you're	curious	and	want	to	see	what's	out	there,	type	in	“GED	test”	into	any	search	engine
and	relax	while	you	try	to	read	about	22	million	results,	ranging	from	the	helpful	to	the
helpless.	We	suggest	leaving	this	last	activity	until	after	you've	passed	the	tests.	As	useful	as
the	Internet	can	be,	it	still	provides	the	opportunity	to	waste	vast	amounts	of	time.	And	right
now,	you	need	to	spend	your	time	preparing	for	the	test	—	and	leave	the	rest	for	after	you	get
your	diploma.

Eyeing	What	You	Have	to	Score	to
Pass	the	GED	Test
To	pass,	you	need	to	score	a	minimum	of	150	on	each	section	of	the	test,	and
you	must	pass	each	section	of	the	test	to	earn	your	GED	diploma.	If	you	achieve
a	passing	score,	congratulate	yourself:	You've	scored	better	than	at	least	40
percent	of	today's	high-school	graduates,	and	you're	now	a	graduate	of	the
largest	virtual	school	in	the	country.	And	if	your	marks	are	in	the	honors	range,
you're	ready	for	college	or	career	training.

	Be	aware	that	some	colleges	require	scores	higher	than	the	minimum
passing	score.	If	you	plan	to	apply	to	postsecondary	schools	or	some
other	form	of	continuing	education,	check	with	their	admissions	office
for	the	minimum	scores	they	accept.

The	following	sections	address	a	few	more	points	you	may	want	to	know	about

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/
http://adulted.about.com/od/gettingyourged/a/stateged.htm
http://usaeducation.info/Tests/GED/International-students.aspx


The	following	sections	address	a	few	more	points	you	may	want	to	know	about
how	the	GED	tests	are	scored	and	what	you	can	do	if	you	score	poorly	on	some
or	all	of	the	tests.

Identifying	how	scores	are	determined
Correct	answers	may	be	worth	one,	two,	or	more	points,	depending	on	the	item
and	the	level	of	difficulty.	The	Extended	Response	(also	known	as	“the	essay”)
is	scored	separately.	However,	the	Extended	Response	is	only	part	of	the
Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	and	Social	Studies	tests.	On	each	portion	of
the	test,	you	must	accumulate	a	minimum	of	150	points.

	Because	you	don't	lose	points	for	incorrect	answers,	make	sure	you
answer	all	the	items	on	each	test.	After	all,	a	guessed	answer	can	get	you
a	point.	Leaving	an	answer	blank,	on	the	other	hand,	gives	you	only	a
zero.	Refer	to	Chapter	4	for	some	hints	to	help	you	narrow	down	your
choices.

Knowing	what	to	do	if	you	score	poorly	on	one	or
more	tests

If	you	discover	that	your	score	is	less	than	150	on	any	section	of	the	test,	start
planning	to	retake	the	test(s)	—	and	make	sure	you	leave	plenty	of	time	for
additional	studying	and	preparing.

	As	soon	as	possible	after	seeing	your	results,	contact	your	local	GED
test	administrator	to	find	out	the	rules	for	retaking	the	failed	section	of
the	test.	Some	states	may	ask	that	you	wait	a	certain	amount	of	time.
Some	may	ask	that	you	attend	a	preparation	course	and	show	that	you've
completed	it	before	you	can	take	the	GED	test	again.	Some	may	charge
you	an	additional	fee.	However,	you	need	only	retake	those	sections	of
the	test	that	you	failed.	Any	sections	you	pass	are	completed,	and	count
toward	your	diploma.	Furthermore,	the	detailed	evaluation	of	your
results	will	help	you	discover	areas	of	weakness	that	need	more	work
before	redoing	any	portion	of	the	test.

One	advantage	of	taking	the	GED	test	on	a	computer	is	that	you	can	receive,
within	a	day,	detailed	feedback	on	how	you	did,	which	includes	some	specific
recommendations	of	what	you	need	to	do	to	improve	your	scores.



recommendations	of	what	you	need	to	do	to	improve	your	scores.

No	matter	what	score	you	receive	on	your	first	round	of	the	section,	don't	be
afraid	to	retake	any	section	that	you	didn't	pass.	Now	that	you've	taken	it	once,
you	know	what	you	need	to	work	on,	and	you	know	exactly	what	to	expect	on
test	day.	Just	take	a	deep	breath,	and	get	ready	to	prepare	some	more	before	you
take	your	next	round	of	tests.



Chapter	2

Examining	the	Ins	and	Outs	of	the
New	Computerized	GED	Test

In	This	Chapter
	Grasping	the	essentials	for	the	computerized	GED	test
	Knowing	how	to	use	the	keyboard	and	mouse	on	the	computerized	GED

test
	Familiarizing	yourself	with	the	specific	types	of	questions	as	they	appear

on	the	computerized	GED	test

The	new	GED	test	is	offered	only	on	a	computer,	which	means	that	the	test
format	looks	quite	different	from	the	old	paper	version.	No	longer	do	you	have
to	fill	in	little	circles	or	use	a	pencil	or	scratchpad.	Now	everything	is	paperless,
even	the	scratchpad	of	previous	years	has	been	upgraded	to	an	erasable	tablet.
Now	you	enter	all	your	answers	into	the	computer.	You	use	the	keyboard	to	type
your	essay	or	the	mouse	to	click	on	your	answer	choice.

This	chapter	provides	what	you	need	to	know	for	using	the	computer	to	take	the
GED	test	and	explains	the	different	formats	of	questions	on	the	GED	test.	We
even	throw	in	a	few	sample	questions	to	ensure	that	you	understand	this
important	information.	Demonstrating	how	to	take	a	test	on	a	computer	with	a
printed	book	isn't	easy,	but	this	chapter	includes	several	screenshots	of	question
formats	and	other	images	you	need	to	understand	to	be	successful.	All	you	have
to	do	is	read	and	digest	it.	We	can't	promise	you	a	banquet	of	information,	but
this	chapter	is	at	least	a	satisfying	meal	to	help	you	prepare	for	the	next	big	step
on	your	road	to	the	future.

Familiarizing	Yourself	with	the
Computer
When	taking	the	GED	computerized	test,	you	have	two	important	tools	to	allow



When	taking	the	GED	computerized	test,	you	have	two	important	tools	to	allow
you	to	answer	questions:	the	keyboard	and	the	mouse.	These	two	sections
examine	each	of	them	in	greater	depth	and	explain	exactly	how	you	use	them	to
complete	the	GED	test.	Make	sure	you	understand	the	mechanics	and	use	of	the
keyboard	and	mouse	beforehand	so	you	don't	end	up	wasting	valuable	time
trying	to	figure	all	of	this	stuff	out	on	test	day	when	you	should	be	focused	on
answering	the	questions.

	Because	bundling	the	book	with	a	computer	would	make	it	very
expensive,	we	developed	a	different	way	for	you	to	interact	with	the
GED	test	questions	in	this	book.	We	present	items	in	a	format	somewhat
similar	to	the	computer	screen	for	that	type	of	question's	format,	and	you
mark	your	choice	directly	in	the	book.	Then,	you	get	to	check	your
answer	and	read	the	answer	explanation.	Make	sure	you	read	the
explanations	even	if	you	got	the	answer	right	because	they	give	you
additional	information	that	may	help	with	other	questions	later.	That
type	of	presentation	may	not	be	the	most	technologically	savvy,	but	it
does	prepare	you	for	the	types	of	questions	you'll	encounter	in	the
various	sections	of	the	GED	test.	For	the	practice	test	sections	in
Chapters	5	through	8,	we	provide	a	separate	answer	sheet	for	you	to
mark	your	answer.	Then	we	give	you	the	correct	answer	and	detailed
explanations	in	Chapter	9.

Using	the	keyboard
You	need	to	have	at	least	some	familiarity	with	a	computer's	keyboard.	If	you
constantly	make	typing	errors	or	aren't	familiar	with	the	keyboard,	you	may	be	in
trouble.	The	good	news	is	that	you	don't	have	to	be	a	keyboarding	whiz.	In	fact,
the	behind-the-scenes	GED	people	have	shown	through	their	research	that	even
people	with	minimal	keyboarding	skills	still	have	adequate	time	to	complete	the
test.

On	the	GED	test,	you'll	use	the	keyboard	to	type	your	answers	in	the	essay
(Extended	Response)	segments	in	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	and	the
Social	Studies	sections	and	in	the	short-answer	segment	of	the	Science	section.
Although	you	may	be	familiar	with	typing	by	using	one	or	two	fingers	on	your
smartphone	or	tablet,	with	the	screen	often	predicting	and	suggesting	words	that
you	need	with	correctly	spelled	words,	the	word	processor	on	the	GED	test	for
the	Extended	Response	and	short-answer	sections	has	a	bare	minimum	of



the	Extended	Response	and	short-answer	sections	has	a	bare	minimum	of
features.	It	accepts	keyboard	entries,	cuts,	pastes,	and	copies,	but	no	more.	It
doesn't	have	a	grammar-checker	or	a	spell-checker,	so	be	careful	with	your
keyboarding	because	spelling	and	grammatical	errors	are	just	that	—	errors.

	If	you're	not	familiar	with	the	standard	English	keyboard	(see	Figure
2-1),	take	time	to	acquaint	yourself	with	it	before	you	take	the	GED	test.
Doing	so	is	imperative	because	the	GED	test	uses	it.	If	you're	used	to
other	language	keyboards,	the	English	keyboard	uses	some	letters	and
punctuation	in	different	places.	Before	test	day,	practice	using	the
English	keyboard	so	that	the	differences	in	the	keyboard	don't	throw	you
off	the	day	of	the	test.	You	won't	have	time	to	figure	out	the	keyboard
while	the	clock	is	ticking.

©John	Wiley	&	Sons,	Inc.
Figure	2-1:	An	example	standard	English	keyboard.

To	complete	the	test	in	the	required	time,	you	should	have

(A)	comfortable	running	shoes

(B)	minimal	keyboarding	skills

(C)	really	strong	thumbs

(D)	lots	of	coffee	at	your	desk

Choice	(B)	is	the	correct	answer.	In	preliminary	testing,	the	GED	test-makers
and	bigwigs	found	that	test-takers	with	minimal	keyboarding	skills	were	able	to
complete	the	test	in	the	time	allotted.	That	doesn't	mean	that	working	on	your
keyboarding	skills	is	a	waste	of	time.	The	better	these	skills	are,	the	faster	you
can	type	in	answers,	and	the	more	time	you'll	have	for	the	difficult	questions.

You	may	want	to	wear	comfortable	running	shoes,	as	Choice	(A)	suggests,	but
that	in	itself	won't	help	you	finish	the	test	in	the	allotted	time,	although	it	may
make	you	more	comfortable	sitting	for	all	those	hours.	Choice	(C)	would	be
useful	if	you	submitted	your	answers	by	texting,	but	on	the	GED	computerized



useful	if	you	submitted	your	answers	by	texting,	but	on	the	GED	computerized
test,	you	have	to	use	a	traditional	keyboard,	which	requires	the	use	of	your
fingers	and	knowing	which	keys	are	where.	Choice	(D)	may	present	you	with	a
new	set	of	problems.	Computers	and	liquids	don't	go	well	together,	and	in	most
cases,	the	test	centers	don't	let	you	take	liquids	into	the	test	room.

	You	don't	need	to	become	a	perfect	typist,	but	you	should	at	least	be
comfortable	pecking	away	with	a	couple	of	fingers.	If	you	want	to
improve	your	typing	skills,	search	online	in	your	favorite	search	engine
with	the	keywords	“free	typing	tutor.”	Any	number	of	free	programs	can
teach	you	basic	typing	skills.	(Just	know	that	some	software	may	be	free
to	try	but	then	loaded	with	ads.)

When	looking	at	the	keyboard,	you	have	to	remember	that

(A)	All	keyboards	are	the	same.

(B)	Keyboards	from	different	countries	have	some	letters	in	different	locations.

(C)	You	should	always	use	the	space	bar	with	your	little	finger.

(D)	Touch	typists	don't	have	to	worry	about	where	the	keys	are	located.

Choice	(B)	is	correct.	Keyboards	from	different	countries	have	letters	and
punctuation	in	different	locations	and	would	present	problems	to	touch	typists
who	memorize	the	location	of	each	letter	so	they	don't	have	to	look	at	the
keyboard.	Choices	(A),	(C),	and	(D)	are	wrong.

Utilizing	the	mouse
Most	questions	on	the	GED	test	require	no	more	than	the	ability	to	use	the
mouse	to	point	to	a	selection	for	your	answer	and	then	click	on	that	item,	which
is	very	basic.	If	you're	unfamiliar	with	computers,	take	time	to	become	familiar
with	the	mouse,	including	the	clickable	buttons	and	the	scroll	wheel.	If	the
mouse	has	a	scroll	wheel,	you	can	use	it	to	move	up	or	down	through	text	or
images.	When	you	hold	down	the	left	button	on	the	mouse,	it	highlights	text	as
you	drag	the	cursor	across	the	screen,	or	you	can	“drag	and	drop”	items	on	the
screen,	like	you	do	when	playing	Solitaire	on	the	computer.

On	the	GED	test,	you'll	use	the	mouse	to	answer	the	three	main	question	types:
multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	and	drag	and	drop.	You'll	use	both	the	mouse
and	the	keyboard	to	answer	Extended	Responses	(the	essays)	and	short	answers.



Refer	to	Chapter	1	for	more	basics	about	these	types	of	problems.	Here,	we
simply	explain	how	to	use	your	computer	to	solve	them.

On	the	new	series	of	GED	tests,	you	indicate	your	choice	of	answer	by

(A)	using	a	pencil

(B)	tapping	the	screen

(C)	clicking	the	mouse

(D)	yelling	it	out

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(C).	For	most	questions	(except	the	essays),	the
mouse	is	your	best	friend	because	you	use	it	to	indicate	the	correct	answer.	The
present	test	computers	don't	have	a	touch	screen.	Tapping	on	them	will	only
leave	fingerprints,	so	Choice	(B)	is	wrong.	If	you're	going	to	use	a	pencil	to
indicate	your	answer	(Choice	[A]),	you're	taking	the	wrong	version	of	the	GED
test	or	you'll	look	silly,	trying	to	mark	on	the	computer	screen	with	a	pencil.	If
you	chose	Choice	(D),	you'll,	at	a	minimum,	be	ejected	from	the	test	site	for
being	a	nuisance	and	a	possible	cheater.

Fill-in-the-blanks	are	another	type	of	question	you'll	encounter	on	the	GED	test.
They're	simply	statements	with	a	blank	box	in	the	text	somewhere.	To	complete
the	sentence,	you	need	to	enter	a	word,	name,	or	number.	The	statement	will	be
preceded	by	directions	setting	up	the	text,	so	you'll	know	what	is	expected.
Here's	an	example.

Type	the	appropriate	word	in	the	box.

The	fill-in-the-blank	question	simply	consists	of	a	statement	and	a	sentence	with
a	 	into	which	you	type	the	appropriate	text.

The	correct	answer	is	box.

	You	must	type	the	precise	word	or	number	required.	Spelling
mistakes,	misplaced	decimals,	and	even	wrong	capitalization	count	as
errors.

Getting	more	help	with	your	computer	skills



Some	websites	offer	free	training	on	basic	computer	skills,	but	you	need	a	computer	to	use
them.	Your	local	library	should	have	free	computer	access	if	you	don't	have	your	own.	One
website	that	offers	good	basic	training	is	www.skillfunsenior.com/skills/mouse.
Websites	are	transient,	so	if	this	one	no	longer	functions,	search	online	for	other	basic
computer	skill	tutorials	for	a	few	more	sites.

Take	your	time	at	home	or	in	the	library	developing	your	skills	and	working	through	the
practice	tests.	Test	day	isn't	the	time	to	figure	out	how	to	use	the	computer.

Try	this	question:

A	good	place	to	get	help	using	a	computer	is

(A)	your	local	school

(B)	the	Internet

(C)	libraries

(D)	all	of	the	above

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(D).	Any	place	that	offers	instruction	in	using	a	computer	is	a
good	place	to	go	for	help.

Recognizing	What	the	Questions	Look
Like	on	the	Computer	Screen
As	you	take	the	computerized	GED	test,	you'll	encounter	three	main	types	of
problems	to	solve:	multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	and	drag	and	drop.	You
may	also	have	to	deal	with	hot-spot	questions	and	short-answer	questions,
depending	on	the	test	section.	The	hot	spot	is	simply	an	area	on	the	screen	that
reacts	when	you	roll	the	mouse	pointer	over	it.	It	appears	mainly	on	the
Mathematical	Reasoning	and	Science	tests,	where	it	allows	you	to	create	graphs
or	charts.

The	following	sections	show	you	what	the	different	questions	look	like	on	the
screen	in	the	different	test	sections	and	explain	how	to	answer	these	questions.

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section
The	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	tests	several	skills,	including
reading	and	comprehension,	grammar	and	spelling,	and	writing	skills.	Most	of
the	content	for	answering	literature	and	comprehension	questions	will	be	in	the
source	text	itself,	but	for	grammar	and	spelling,	you'll	need	to	know	the	answers
from	your	studying.

http://www.skillfunsenior.com/skills/mouse


from	your	studying.

Multiple-choice	questions
Like	in	all	the	four	test	sections,	the	multiple-choice	question,	or	item,	is	the
most	popular.	The	basic	multiple-choice	question,	as	shown	in	Figure	2-2,	looks
very	similar	to	what	appeared	in	the	print	format	of	previous	versions	of	the
GED	test.	It's	presented	in	split-screen	form,	with	the	source	text	on	the	left	and
the	question	and	answer	choices	on	the	right.	You	read	the	question	and	the
source	text	first	and	then	answer	the	question.	If	the	source	text	extends	beyond
one	screen,	you	use	the	scroll	bar	on	the	right	side	of	the	left	screen.	When
you're	ready	to	answer,	use	the	mouse	to	click	on	the	appropriate	answer,	and
then	click	on	Next	to	continue.

Copyright	©	2014	GED	Testing	Service	LLC
Figure	2-2:	An	example	of	a	standardmultiple-choice	question.

If	a	scroll	bar	accompanies	the	source	text	on	the	left	side	of	the	screen,	some	of
the	text	isn't	visible	unless	you	scroll	down.	If	that	scroll	bar	is	on	the	answer
side,	some	of	the	answer	choices	may	not	be	visible	without	scrolling.	This	is
important	to	remember	because	you	may	miss	some	important	text	when	trying
to	answer	the	item.

The	scroll	bar	in	some	items	will	help	you

(A)	Find	scrolls.

(B)	Move	around	the	screen.



(C)	Go	on	to	the	next	question.

(D)	Recognize	that	more	text	is	above	or	below	what	is	currently	on	the	screen.

Choice	(D)	is	correct.	The	scroll	bar	is	simply	a	visual	reminder	that	the	text	is
longer	than	what's	shown	on	the	screen.	It	doesn't	help	you	do	anything	else	—
not	move	around	the	screen,	go	to	the	next	question,	or	find	scrolls.

Sometimes	the	source	text	consists	of	several	screen	pages	(see	Figure	2-3).	The
tabs	at	the	top	of	the	page	are	your	clue.	They	actually	look	like	tabs	on	file
folders.	Each	one	opens	the	next	page	in	the	source	text	when	you	click	on	the
tab.	Remember	that	you	must	read	all	the	text	to	be	able	to	answer	the	question.
Notice,	too,	that	the	question	side	of	the	screen	doesn't	change	as	you	go	through
the	tabs.	Otherwise,	it	works	the	same	way:	read,	decide	on	an	answer,	click	on
the	matching	choice,	and	then	click	on	Next	to	continue.
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Figure	2-3:	An	example	of	a	multiple-choice	question	with	tabs.

Tabs	are	a	very	important	part	of	any	item	because

(A)	They	give	you	something	to	do	while	you	think	about	your	answer.

(B)	They	allow	you	to	advance	to	the	next	page.

(C)	They	allow	you	to	move	down	the	page	of	text.

(D)	It's	the	trade	name	for	a	diet	cola	from	yesteryear.



Choice	(B)	is	the	correct	answer.	If	you	have	to	advance	through	a	passage,	the
tabs	give	you	the	mechanism	to	do	so.	If	you	choose	not	to	use	the	tabs,	you'll	be
able	to	read	only	one	page	of	the	passage.	Because	the	answer	to	the	item	is
dependent	on	all	the	presented	material,	it	puts	you	at	a	major	disadvantage.

Most	of	the	items	on	the	test	will	be	some	form	of	multiple-choice,	presented	in
a	manner	as	the	preceding	two	examples.

Drag-and-drop	questions
The	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	also	uses	other	question	formats
suited	to	computer	testing.	The	drag-and-drop	question	(see	Figure	2-4)	is	one
variation.	The	source	text,	an	excerpt	from	Anne	of	Green	Gables,	is	on	the	left
side	of	the	screen.
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Figure	2-4:	An	example	of	a	drag-and-drop	question	using	boxes.

This	question	covers	more	than	one	page,	accessible	via	the	tabs.	On	the	answer
side,	the	scroll	bar	indicates	that	the	content	continues	on,	and	you	must	scroll
down	to	see	it	all	(see	Figure	2-5).	When	you	scroll	down,	you	can	see	the
content	you	missed	on	the	initial	screen.

After	you	finish	reading	the	content	under	all	four	tabs,	drag	the	choices	on	the
right	into	the	boxes.	You	click	on	the	item,	and	without	letting	go	of	the	mouse
button,	you	drag	the	item	up	to	the	correct	box.	Let	go	of	the	mouse	and	the	item
drops	into	the	box.	If	you've	moved	it	properly,	it	will	stay	where	you	dropped	it.



Figure	2-6	shows	another	sample	drag-and-drop	problem.	This	question	uses	the
same	four-page	source	text	and	asks	you	to	select	characteristics	that	apply	to
Anne.	The	key	is	that	you	can	select	only	three	of	the	five	listed	words.	That	isn't
stated	in	the	question	but	is	obvious	from	the	drag-and-drop	targets,	which
include	only	three	spaces	but	have	five	options.	You	have	to	read	the	text
carefully	to	find	the	correct	choices.	When	you	decide	which	words	apply,	drag
each	word	to	one	of	the	drop	targets	and	leave	it	there.	Click	on	Next	to
continue.
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Figure	2-5:	Use	the	scroll	bar	to	scroll	down.
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Figure	2-6:	Another	drag-and-drop	example.

	In	this	book,	you	clearly	can't	drag	and	drop	on	the	page,	so	for
questions	in	this	format,	you'll	indicate	your	answer	on	the	answer	sheet.

Answering	a	drag-and-drop	question	requires	you	to

(A)	Move	the	computer	desk	to	a	new	location.

(B)	Type	directly	into	a	box.

(C)	Click	on	and	move	an	answer	choice.

(D)	Play	yet	another	game	of	Scrabble.

Choice	(C)	is	correct.	Choice	(A)	refers	more	to	rearranging	furniture	and	not
taking	a	test.	Choice	(B)	refers	to	the	directions	for	fill-in-the-blank,	Extended
Response,	or	short-answer	items,	and	Choice	(D)	is	a	prescription	for	wasting
time	that	could	be	better	spent	preparing	for	the	test.

Drop-down	menu	questions
You'll	also	encounter	other	more	technologically	enhanced	questions.	One	type
asks	you	to	correct,	edit,	or	generally	improve	samples	of	writing.	In	Figure	2-7,
the	source	text	contains	drop-down	menus.	In	one	line	of	the	text,	you	see	a
blank	space	and	the	word	Select	.	.	.	with	an	arrow	next	to	it.	When	you	click	on
that	line,	a	number	of	variations	appear.	You	pick	the	best	choice	as	your
answer.
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Figure	2-7:	An	example	of	a	drop-down	menu	question.

Figure	2-8	shows	what	you	see	when	you	click	on	the	Select	line.

From	the	context	of	the	letter	in	the	item,	you	have	to	select	the	sentence	that	fits
best	and	shows	both	correct	grammar	and	correct	spelling.	Move	the	mouse	to
the	proper	choice	and	let	go.	The	corrected	wording	will	appear	in	the	space.
You	can	now	read	the	entire	text	to	review	and	decide	whether	you	indeed
selected	the	appropriate	choice.	Figure	2-9	is	a	close-up	of	one	item	where	the
drop-down	menu	asks	you	to	choose	only	a	single	correct	word.

	For	the	purposes	of	this	book,	the	drop-down	menu	questions	look	a
lot	like	multiple-choice	questions.	We	include	a	list	of	answer	choices
for	you	to	choose	from,	labeled	with	A,	B,	C,	and	D.	Just	know	that	on
the	computerized	GED	test,	you'll	have	to	click	on	Select	to	view	the
answer	choices.
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Figure	2-8:	Click	on	Select	and	a	variety	of	answer	choices	appear	in	that	line.
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Figure	2-9:	Another	example	of	a	drop-down	menu	question.

The	Extended	Response
In	the	Extended	Response	of	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section,	you
get	45	minutes	to	write	an	essay.	Figure	2-10	shows	an	example.	Note	that	the
source	material	is	longer	than	one	screen.	The	tabs	on	the	top	of	the	left	side
indicate	that	this	text	is	spread	out	over	four	pages.	Be	sure	to	read	all	four	pages
with	care.	You'll	have	an	erasable	tablet	to	take	notes	and	write	drafts	of	your
essay.	Use	it	to	make	notes	as	you	read.

The	answer	window	is	a	mini	word	processor.	In	Figure	2-10,	you	can	see	that	it
allows	you	to	cut,	paste,	copy,	do,	and	undo.	However,	it	doesn't	have	either	a
grammar-checker	or	a	spell-checker.	Your	brain	with	its	experience	and
knowledge	supplies	those.	To	copy,	cut,	paste,	or	save,	you	move	the	mouse
cursor	to	the	area	of	the	screen	with	the	symbols	for	performing	these	tasks,	and
then	you	click	on	a	mouse	button	to	activate	the	feature	(or	you	can	use	the



standard	keyboard	shortcuts	for	cut	and	paste).	You'll	use	this	feature	primarily
if	you	want	to	quote	something	in	your	essay.
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Figure	2-10:	A	sample	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	Extended	Response.

	Take	a	stab	at	writing	a	full-length	essay	in	the	practice	test	section	in
Chapter	5.	Time	the	test	so	you're	taking	it	under	the	same	conditions	as
the	real	GED	test.

Social	Studies	section
In	the	Social	Studies	section	on	the	GED	test,	you'll	encounter	all	the	same	types
of	questions	as	you	do	in	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section.	Here	is
a	brief	guide	to	the	kinds	of	questions	to	expect.

Multiple-choice	questions
Most	questions	on	the	Social	Studies	section	are	a	variation	of	multiple-choice
questions.	You're	probably	most	familiar	with	this	simplest	version	(see	Figure
2-11).

To	answer	this	question,	you	click	on	the	correct	choice,	and	then	click	on	Next
to	continue.	(To	answer	this	type	of	question	in	the	book,	you	simply	mark	your
choice	of	answer	on	an	answer	sheet,	and	then	check	your	answer,	read	the
explanation,	and	make	sure	you	understand	why	you	got	the	item	right	or	wrong.
You	can	often	discover	as	much	from	getting	an	answer	correct,	and	reading	the



You	can	often	discover	as	much	from	getting	an	answer	correct,	and	reading	the
explanation	of	why	it’s	correct,	as	in	getting	it	wrong.)

You'll	also	find	the	multiple-choice	and	other	items	presented	as	a	split-screen,
as	in	Figure	2-12.	In	this	example,	the	text	exceeds	one	page	but	only	by	a	little.
A	scroll	bar	on	the	text	side	lets	you	scroll	down	to	see	the	entire	item.
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Figure	2-11:	An	example	of	a	Social	Studies	multiple-choice	question.
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Figure	2-12:	A	Social	Studies	multiple-choice	question	with	a	scroll	bar.

Other	types	of	Social	Studies	questions



Other	types	of	Social	Studies	questions
The	other	questions	on	the	Social	Studies	section	of	the	test	are	just	like	the	ones
we	discuss	earlier	in	this	chapter.	They	include	questions	with	source	text	(the
materials	you	need	to	read	to	answer	the	question)	spread	over	several	pages	(as
in	Figure	2-13).	The	tabs	on	the	top	left	of	the	screen	indicate	more	pages	of	text.
Each	page	is	on	a	tab.

You'll	also	encounter	fill-in-the-blank	questions	(as	in	Figure	2-14).	On	this	type
of	item,	you	use	the	material	presented	in	the	passage	to	complete	the	box.	As	in
other	subject	areas,	you	need	a	specific	word	or	number	for	the	blank.	You	must
be	accurate;	spelling	mistakes	are	scored	as	an	error.	In	this	book,	you	write	the
answer	on	the	answer	sheet.

Another	type	of	problem	is	the	drag	and	drop.	You	solve	it	the	same	way	as	the
drag-and-drop	problem	on	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	(refer
to	the	earlier	section	“Drag-and-drop	questions”	for	more	information).	Figure	2-
15	is	an	example	of	a	Social	Studies	drag-and-drop	question.
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Figure	2-13:	An	example	of	a	multi-page	Social	Studies	question	with	source	text.
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Figure	2-14:	A	fill-in-the-blank	example	question.
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Figure	2-15:	An	example	of	a	Social	Studies	drag-and-drop	question.

The	Extended	Response
The	Extended	Response	item	also	uses	a	format	similar	to	that	in	the	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts	section.	This	item	gives	you	several	pages	of	source	text
and	a	window	in	which	to	write	your	answer.	See	Figure	2-16	for	an	example	of
a	Social	Studies	Extended	Response.
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Figure	2-16:	A	sample	Social	Studies	Extended	Response.

In	this	book,	you'll	write	your	response	on	paper	and	ask	one	or	two	friends	to
grade	it.	If	you're	taking	a	GED	test	preparation	course,	the	instructor	may	grade
it	for	you.	For	information	on	the	Social	Studies	section	of	the	GED	test,	see
Chapter	3.

Science	section
When	you	take	the	Science	section	of	the	GED	test,	you	have	to	answer	a	variety
of	the	same	types	of	questions	in	the	other	tests,	all	in	90	minutes.	These	sections
focus	on	the	slight	differences	you	may	see	on	the	computer	screen	in	the
different	types	of	questions.

Multiple-choice	questions
Figure	2-17	shows	an	example	of	a	multiple-choice	Science	question.	Notice	that
the	passage	is	longer	than	one	page	on	the	computer	screen.	Tabs	on	the	side	can
move	the	text	up	and	down.	Moving	it	down	reveals	the	other	possible	answers.
Always	be	aware	of	the	screen	size	limitation	and	advance	pages	or	scroll	up	or
down	to	ensure	that	you	have	all	the	information	you	need	to	make	a	decision.
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Figure	2-17:	A	sample	Science	multiple-choice	question.

Fill-in-the-blank	questions
Figure	2-18	shows	an	example	of	a	fill-in-the-blank	question.	You	see	a
statement	or	question	followed	by	a	box.	You're	expected	to	type	the	appropriate
word(s)	or	number(s)	into	that	box.	In	the	example	in	Figure	2-18,	the	percent
sign	after	each	box	indicates	that	you	need	to	enter	a	number.

Drop-down	menu	questions
Questions	involving	a	drop-down	menu	(see	Figure	2-19)	are	similar	to	drop-
down	menu	items	in	the	other	sections	of	the	GED	test.	They're	just	a	variation
of	the	multiple-choice	questions.	You	use	the	mouse	to	expand	the	choices	and
then	again	to	select	the	correct	one.	(In	the	book,	you	mark	your	answer	on	the
answer	sheet.)
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Figure	2-18:	A	sample	Science	fill-in-the-blank	question.
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Figure	2-19:	An	example	of	a	drop-down	menu	question.

Drag-and-drop	questions
The	general	format	of	these	types	of	questions	is	similar	throughout	all	the
sections	of	the	GED	test	(refer	to	Figures	2-4	and	2-15	for	examples	of	this
question	type).	On	the	computer,	you'll	see	spaces	and	a	list	of	possible	answers
to	use	in	filling	the	spaces.	Using	the	mouse,	you	can	drag	the	word,	numbers,	or
phrases	to	their	appropriate	location	to	create	an	answer.	(In	the	book	practice
test	sections,	write	the	answers	on	the	answer	sheet	provided.	Always	check	your
answers	after	completing	each	test	section	to	make	sure	you	understand	the



material.)

Hot-spot	items
On	the	computer	screen,	hot	spots	are	areas	that,	when	clicked	with	a	mouse,	are
recognized	as	correct	answers.	You	can't	tell	where	the	areas	are	by	looking	at
the	screen;	you	have	to	figure	it	out	and	click	on	the	spot	that	indicates	the
answer.	Hot-spot	formats	appear	in	the	Science	and	Mathematical	Reasoning
sections	of	the	GED	test.	By	clicking	the	mouse,	you	can	draw	a	graph	on	the
computer	screen	as	in	Figure	2-20.
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Figure	2-20:	An	example	of	a	hot	spot.

Short	answer
This	item	requires	more	than	just	clicking	on	an	answer	choice.	Like	the
Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	and	Social	Studies	Extended	Response	items,
it's	a	written	answer.	The	only	difference	is	that	in	the	Science	section	you	have
to	write	only	a	paragraph	or	two.	You	use	the	keyboard	to	type	in	the	required
information	in	the	boxes.	Figure	2-21	shows	an	example	of	a	short-answer
question	on	the	computerized	test.
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Figure	2-21:	A	sample	short-answer	question.

Mathematical	Reasoning	section
The	computerized	GED	test	will	look	different	on-screen	than	it	does	in	this
book.	Here	are	some	of	the	specific	test	formats	you'll	encounter	in	the
Mathematical	Reasoning	section	of	the	GED	test.

Calculator
When	you	need	a	calculator,	press	the	calculator	tab,	and	a	calculator	appears
that	you	can	use	to	solve	problems.	See	Figure	2-22.	Find	out	more	about	the
calculator	on	the	GED	test	at
www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/ticalc.

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/ticalc
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Figure	2-22:	The	computerized	GED	test	has	a	calculator	that	you	can	use	on-screen.

Multiple-choice	questions
Most	of	the	items	in	the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	are	multiple-choice.
The	question	presents	you	with	four	possible	answer	choices,	only	one	of	which
is	correct,	although	the	other	answer	options	may	be	close	or	incorporate
common	errors.	Carefully	read	the	item,	question,	and	possible	answers.	Answer
the	question	using	the	information	provided	in	the	item.	The	only	exception	is
the	list	of	formulas	given	when	you	click	on	the	Formula	button.	Any	of	these
can	be	used	where	appropriate.	Figure	2-23	shows	a	basic	example	of	a	multiple-
choice	question.
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Figure	2-23:	An	example	of	a	Math	multiple-choice	question.

On	the	computer,	you	use	the	mouse	to	select	the	answer.	(In	the	book's	practice
test	section,	you	fill	in	the	circle	indicating	the	answer	on	an	answer	sheet.
Always	check	your	answer	with	the	explanation.)

Sometimes	multiple-choice	questions	appear	in	a	split-screen	with	the	question
on	the	left-hand	side	and	the	possible	answers	on	the	right-hand	side	(see	Figure
2-24).	In	either	case,	after	you	decide	on	the	correct	answer,	you	click	the
appropriate	letter	with	your	mouse.	In	the	book,	you	have	to	mark	your	answer
on	the	answer	sheet.
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Figure	2-24:	A	split-screen	multiple-choice	question.

This	particular	question	has	some	interesting	buttons	integrated	into	the	format:
a	button	to	call	up	the	calculator,	one	to	fetch	the	formula	sheet,	and	one	for	the
calculator	reference.

	Some	passages	or	questions	may	be	longer	than	the	space	provided	in
the	item.	Look	for	the	scroll	bar	to	scroll	down	to	the	bottom	of	the	item.

Fill-in-the-blank	questions
These	questions	require	that	you	type	a	numeric	answer	or	an	equation	in	a	box
provided,	using	the	keyboard.	You	may	have	to	use	the	symbols	on	the	keyboard
or	click	on	the	Symbol	tab	for	additional	symbols	that	you	may	need.	Check	out
Figure	2-25.



Copyright	©	2014	GED	Testing	Service	LLC
Figure	2-25:	An	example	of	a	fill-in-the-blank	question	on	the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section.

After	reading	the	item	carefully,	you	use	the	keyboard	to	type	your	answer	in	the
box.	You'll	notice	two	interesting	additions	in	this	format:

Flag	for	Review	allows	you	to	return	to	this	item.
Symbol	causes	a	series	of	symbols	to	appear	on	the	screen,	which	you
can	use	in	answering	the	item	(see	Figure	2-26).
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Figure	2-26:	An	example	of	the	Symbol	box	popping	up.



Other	types	of	questions
In	addition,	the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	has	drop-down	menu,	drag-and-
drop,	and	hot-spot	questions	just	like	the	other	three	sections	of	the	test.	(Refer
to	those	earlier	sections	for	examples	of	what	the	questions	look	like	on	the
computer	screen.)



Chapter	3

Tackling	the	GED	Test's	Four
Sections

In	This	Chapter
	Examining	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section
	Becoming	better	acquainted	with	the	Social	Studies	section
	Grappling	the	Science	section
	Taking	on	the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section

It's	time	to	start	your	preparation	for	the	GED	test	with	a	look	at	what	to	expect
on	the	four	sections	that	comprise	the	GED	exam	—	Reasoning	Through
Language	Arts,	Social	Studies,	Science,	and	Mathematical	Reasoning.	You	can
take	them	all	at	once	in	one	really	long	and	tough	day	or	individually	whenever
you	feel	sufficiently	prepared.	Remember:	You	don't	have	to	do	all	the	test
sections	on	the	same	day.	And	after	you	pass	a	section,	you're	finished	with	that
section	forever.	You'll	earn	your	GED	diploma	whenever	you've	completed	and
passed	all	four	test	sections.	In	this	chapter,	we	break	down	what	you	can	expect
on	each	section	and	help	you	prepare	for	answering	the	different	question	types.
See	Chapter	2	for	examples	of	all	the	different	questions	and	how	they	appear
both	on	the	computerized	GED	test	and	in	the	practice	test	sections	in	this	book.

Working	through	the	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts	Section
We	break	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	(RLA)	section	into	two	parts
for	easier	study.	One	part	deals	with	reading	skills;	the	other	deals	with	writing.
On	the	actual	RLA	test	section,	these	two	skill	sets	are	combined	into	one.

In	this	section,	we	offer	some	example	questions	for	each	part	of	the	RLA
section,	which	show	you	how	the	questions	work	and	what's	expected	of	you	to
answer	them.	You	first	answer	a	series	of	short	items,	mainly	multiple-choice.



answer	them.	You	first	answer	a	series	of	short	items,	mainly	multiple-choice.
However,	you'll	also	see	items	in	the	form	of	fill-in-the-blanks,	drag-and-drop,
and	drop-down	menus.	In	each	case,	you	need	to	look	for	the	answer	in	the	text
presented	to	you.	To	find	the	answer,	you	may	simply	have	to	refer	to	the	text,	or
you	may	have	to	draw	conclusions	from	what	you've	read.	And,	finally,	in	the
writing	portion,	you	have	sentence	correction	and	the	Extended	Response,	or
essay.

The	reading	section
On	this	part	of	the	RLA	test	section,	you're	given	text	to	read,	followed	by	a	set
of	questions	about	that	text,	which	tests	your	ability	to	read	and	comprehend.
Some	items	will	simply	ask	about	content;	other	items	will	require	analysis.	The
information	you	need	to	answer	will	be	right	in	the	text	you	read.	Some	items
will	ask	you	to	draw	conclusions	based	on	the	information	in	the	text,	which	are
the	“why”	or	“how	do	you	know”	questions.

	Here	are	two	bits	of	collective	wisdom:	First,	before	taking	the	RLA
section,	read,	read,	and	read	some	more.	And,	secondly,	when	taking	the
RLA	section,	read	carefully;	the	answer	is	in	the	text.	The	best	guarantee
that	you'll	do	well	on	this	section	is	to	become	a	fluent	and	analytical
reader.	Read	editorials,	analyze	how	the	writers	make	their	point,	and
provide	supportive	evidence	of	their	points.	Read	newspaper	stories	to
extract	the	bare-bones	key	points	that	make	the	story.	Read	and	think
about	how	the	writer	creates	a	mood,	image,	or	point	of	view.	Although
you	don't	have	to	master	any	specific	content	before	taking	the	reading
portion	of	the	RLA	section,	the	more	you	read,	the	better-equipped	you'll
be	to	deal	with	this.

We	go	into	detail	about	the	types	of	questions	to	expect	on	the	RLA	section	and
how	to	answer	them	in	the	following	sections.

Multiple-choice	questions
Most	of	the	items	on	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	are	some
form	of	a	multiple-choice	problem,	where	you	choose	from	four	answers.	(Refer
to	Chapter	2	for	how	multiple-choice	questions	appear	in	this	section	on	the
computer	screen	when	you're	taking	the	actual	GED	test.)

Multiple-choice	items	give	you	the	correct	answer	but	make	it	harder	by	adding
three	wrong	answers.	So	when	you	see	this	item	on	the	GED	test,	read	the



three	wrong	answers.	So	when	you	see	this	item	on	the	GED	test,	read	the
question	first	and	then	the	text,	looking	for	related	material.	Go	back	to	the
answer	choices	and	eliminate	the	obviously	wrong	ones	as	you	progress.
Eventually,	you'll	be	left	with	one	or	two	choices	from	which	to	pick	your
answer.

	Pick	the	most	correct,	most	complete	answer	from	the	choices
offered.	You	may	find,	based	on	your	previous	knowledge,	that	none	of
the	choices	is	complete.	However,	you	need	to	go	with	the	materials	in
the	text,	so	use	the	answer	choice	closest	to	what	is	in	the	text.

The	best	advice	for	completing	the	reading	portion	of	the	RLA	section	is

(A)	Read,	read,	and	read	some	more.

(B)	Memorize	every	poem	ever	written	by	Shakespeare.

(C)	Read	the	short	versions	of	any	famous	books	you	can	find.

(D)	None	of	the	above.

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(A).	You	don't	have	to	know	any	specific	content
for	this	section	of	the	test,	but	you	need	to	be	able	to	read	quickly	and	accurately
and	understand	what	you've	read.	The	only	way	to	do	that	is	to	practice	and
practice	and	practice	some	more.

Here	are	a	couple	of	examples	of	multiple-choice	questions	like	you'll	see	on	the
GED	test.

People	have	a	natural	metabolic	“set	point”	that	is	predetermined	at	birth	and
influences	just	how	slim	or	heavy	they	will	be.	That	is	why	it	is	difficult	for	the
obese	to	lose	weight	beyond	a	particular	point	and	for	the	slim	to	gain	and	retain
weight	for	long.	Some	studies	now	suggest	that	the	chemicals	in	clothing	and
upholstery	flame-retardants	interfere	with	that	set	point	when	they	are	absorbed
into	the	body.	This	may	affect	a	child	in	the	womb	and	even	after	birth,	which	is
one	reason	some	jurisdictions	are	banning	flame-retardants	from	children's
clothing.	California	is	even	considering	banning	them	from	upholstery,	another
common	application.

	Why	are	chemicals	in	upholstery	potentially	harmful?



(A)	They	can	cause	retardation.

(B)	They	interfere	with	the	natural	metabolic	set	point.

(C)	California	is	considering	banning	them.

(D)	None	of	the	above

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(B),	which	is	clearly	stated	in	the	text.	Choice	(A)
may	be	true,	but	it	isn't	supported	by	the	text,	so	if	you	went	with	that	choice,
you	probably	misread	the	text.	Choices	(C)	and	(D)	are	irrelevant	or	wrong.
Other	reasons	to	place	a	ban	on	flame-retardants	should	be	considered,	but
you're	not	asked	about	them,	so	stick	with	the	options	offered.

	Why	is	anyone	concerned	about	the	metabolic	set	point?

(A)	The	set	point	determines	how	much	people	will	weigh.	Anything	that
interferes	with	that	is	dangerous.

(B)	Most	people	want	to	be	slim.

(C)	People	don't	want	chemicals	in	their	bodies.

(D)	People	are	against	the	misuse	of	chemicals	in	the	environment.

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(A).	The	text	states	that	these	chemicals	interfere
with	the	set	point,	and	that	is	dangerous,	causing	obesity	or	drastic	underweight.
Choices	(B),	(C),	and	(D)	are	all	possibly	true	but	aren't	supported	by	the	text.

Drag-and-drop	questions
The	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	also	uses	the	drag-and-drop
question	type.	This	item	requires	you	to	drag	and	drop	information	from	one
location	on	the	screen	to	another.	Usually,	the	purpose	is	for	you	to	reorder
something	from	least	important	to	most,	to	place	events	into	a	sequence,	or
simply	to	select	a	series	of	items	or	choices	that	apply	to	the	question.	For
example,	you	may	be	asked	to	pick	two	or	three	words	that	describe	a	person	or
event	in	the	text,	from	a	choice	of	four	or	five	options.	Doing	so	is	relatively
simple:	You	just	click	on	the	item	to	move	with	your	mouse,	and	then,	while
holding	down	the	mouse	button,	you	drag	the	item	to	the	new	location.	When
you	reach	the	new	location,	let	go	of	the	mouse	button,	and	drop	the	item.	If
you've	moved	it	properly,	it	will	stay	where	you	dropped	it.	Check	out	Chapter	2



to	see	how	a	drag-and-drop	question	looks	on	the	computerized	GED	test.

To	prepare	for	the	drag-and-drop	items	on	the	GED	test,	practice	critical	reading.
When	you're	reading	editorials	and	articles,	try	to	pull	out	key	points	and	look
for	biases	or	unsupported	conclusions.

Answering	a	drag-and-drop	item	requires	you	to

(A)	Do	some	heavy	lifting.

(B)	Type	directions	into	a	box.

(C)	Click	on	and	move	a	choice	of	an	answer.

(D)	Play	a	lot	of	Solitaire.

Choice	(C)	is	correct.	Choice	(A)	refers	more	to	a	job	in	the	real	world	and	not
taking	a	test.	Choice	(B)	applies	to	the	directions	for	fill-in-the-blank	or
Extended	Response	items.	Choice	(D)	is	one	way	to	waste	time	that	could	be
better	spent	preparing	for	the	test.

Here	are	a	couple	types	of	drag-and-drop	problems	that	you	may	encounter	on
the	GED	test.

Bradley	was	determined	to	get	the	job.	Although	he	wanted	to	go	to	the	movies
with	Keesha,	he	also	needed	to	work,	and	the	job	interview	looked	promising.
He	loved	his	job	at	the	mill,	but	it	was	not	enough	to	provide	him	with	the
income	he	needed.	Of	course,	the	hours	were	great,	but	the	hourly	rate	was	not.
He	could	have	left	early,	gone	to	the	interview,	and	still	had	his	date	with
Keesha,	but	that	would	have	created	problems	with	his	boss	at	the	mill.	Bradley
made	the	only	choice	he	could.	He	finished	his	day	at	the	mill	and	then	went	to
the	job	interview.	Keesha	waited	by	the	phone	but	never	heard	from	him.

	Put	the	names	and	phrases	in	order	of	importance	to	Bradley,	with	the
most	important	on	top	and	the	least	at	the	bottom.

(A)	Keesha

(B)	job	at	the	mill

(C)	job	interview

(D)	a	raise



Based	on	the	text,	the	best	order	is	Choice	(D),	a	raise;	Choice	(C),	job
interview;	Choice	(B),	job	at	the	mill;	and	then	Choice	(A),	Keesha.

	Which	one	of	these	terms	best	applies	to	Bradley?	Indicate	your
answer	in	the	box	on	the	right.

(A)	friendly

(B)	good	boyfriend

(C)	hardworking

(D)	determined

The	correct	answer	is	determined.	The	text	states	that	“Bradley	was	determined
to	get	the	job.”	He	left	his	girlfriend	in	the	lurch,	not	even	leaving	his	regular
work	early	to	date	Keesha,	so	he	is	certainly	not	the	best	of	boyfriends.	He	may
be	friendly	and	hardworking,	but	the	overwhelming	point	is	determination.

	In	the	practice	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test	section	in
Chapter	5,	when	you	see	an	item	in	this	format,	you	see	the	content	of
the	boxes	as	words	or	phrases	preceded	by	capital	letters.	You	can	then
enter	the	letters	into	boxes	on	the	answer	sheet	to	indicate	your	choices.

Fill-in-the-blank	questions
You're	likely	familiar	with	the	fill-in-the-blank	question	type.	It	requires	you	to
find	one	word	or	number	in	the	source	text	that	answers	a	question	and	then	type
(or	write)	that	word	or	number	in	a	space.	On	the	GED	test,	the	blank	that	you
need	to	fill	in	looks	like	an	empty	box.	Just	click	in	that	box	and	type	in	your
answer.	For	the	fill-in-the-blank	items	in	this	book,	you	can	write	your	answer
directly	in	the	box	or	on	the	answer	sheet	for	the	practice	test	sections.	Refer	to



directly	in	the	box	or	on	the	answer	sheet	for	the	practice	test	sections.	Refer	to
the	source	text	in	the	previous	section	to	answer	this	question.

	Bradley's	girlfriend	is	named	 .

There	is	nothing	fancy	about	fill-in-the-blank	items;	they	simply	require	good
reading	skills.

The	writing	section
The	writing	part	of	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	section	evaluates
your	ability	to	use	correct	spelling	and	grammar	to	write	clearly	and	succinctly.
It	tests	your	ability	in	various	ways.	Some	questions	ask	you	to	select	the	correct
alternative	to	a	misspelled	or	grammatically	incorrect	sentence.	Others	ask	you
to	provide	a	better	wording	for	a	sentence	or	select	the	best	choice	of	words	for
some	text.	The	text	will	vary	from	business	letters	to	extracts	from	novels.	They
can	be	based	on	instruction	manuals	for	an	MP3	player,	a	newspaper	story,	or	a
contract.

To	study	and	prepare	for	these	types	of	questions,	try	the	following	tips:

Review	your	spelling	and	grammar	skills.
Use	the	local	library	to	find	high-school	grammar	texts	or	look	for	free
grammar	and	spelling	quizzes	online.	Some	online	quizzes	will	correct
your	answers	immediately,	giving	you	excellent	feedback	on	what	you
know	and	what	needs	improvement.
After	you	take	the	practice	test	section	in	Chapter	5,	you	may	see	some
areas	where	you	need	to	improve,	so	you	can	review	those	areas,	using
English	Grammar	For	Dummies,	2nd	Edition,	by	Geraldine	Woods
(Wiley),	or	other	grammar	books.	As	you	work	on	your	grammar	and
writing	skills,	periodically	redo	the	practice	test	section	to	see	how	much
you	have	improved.

Question	types
Most	of	the	questions	in	the	writing	section	are	multiple-choice	items,	but	you'll
also	see	some	fill-in-the-blanks	and	drag-and-drop	items	(see	“The	reading
section”	for	an	overview	of	these	question	types).	This	section	includes	one
other	question	type:	the	drop-down	menu.	In	these	questions,	you	select	the
correct	alternative	from	a	number	of	choices.	Like	multiple-choice,	the	drop-



correct	alternative	from	a	number	of	choices.	Like	multiple-choice,	the	drop-
down	menu	will	usually	include	four	options	(sometimes	you'll	see	as	few	as
three).

The	drop-down	menu	items	consist	of	a	sentence	with	a	box	on	the	line
containing	a	down	arrow	and	the	word	select.	When	you	click	on	Select,	several
alternative	word	or	sentence	choices	appear.	You	click	on	the	best	choice,	and
the	sentence	appears	with	your	selection.	Note:	In	this	book,	you	won’t	see	a
drop-down	menu	but	just	a	list	of	answer	choices.	See	Chapter	2	for	details	on
this	question	format.

	When	we	got	there,	we	discovered	_______	car	was	missing.

(A)	their

(B)	they're

(C)	there

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(A),	their.	These	words	are	homonyms	—	words
that	sound	alike	but	have	different	meanings.	Choice	(A),	their,	shows
possession,	as	in	“their	book”;	Choice	(B),	they're	is	a	contraction	of	they	are;
and	Choice	(C),	there,	is	a	location	in	space	or	time.

Dear	Mr.	Jones
(1)	We	would	like	to	thank	you	for	you're	kind	words.	(2)	As	a
manufacturer,	we	try	to	produce	the	best	possible	goods	for	consumers.
(3)	The	keyboard's	we	produce	do	not	often	receive	the	recognition	your
review	gives	us,	and	it	is	much	appreciated.

	Sentence	1:	We	would	like	to	thank	you	for	you're	kind	words.

What	changes	should	be	made	to	Sentence	1?

(A)	change	would	to	wood

(B)	capitalize	thank	you

(C)	change	you're	to	your

(D)	all	of	the	above



(D)	all	of	the	above

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(C).	It	refers	to	the	misuse	of	you're,	a	contraction
of	you	are,	when	your,	as	in	ownership	or	possession,	is	appropriate.	Choice	(A)
is	another	example	of	homonyms,	but	the	correct	word,	would,	is	used	in	the
sentence	so	no	change	needed	there.	Choice	(C)	is	wrong	in	suggesting	a
capitalization	in	the	middle	of	the	sentence.

	Sentence	2:	As	a	manufacturer,	we	try	to	produce	the	best
possible	goods	for	consumers.

What	corrections	need	to	be	made	in	Sentence	2?

(A)	change	manufacturer	to	manufactures

(B)	change	produce	to	produse

(C)	delete	the	comma	after	manufacturer

(D)	none	of	the	above

In	this	case,	the	answer	is	Choice	(D),	none	of	the	above.	No	error	occurs	in	the
sentence.	Although	often	the	all	of	the	above	or	none	of	the	above	answer
choices	are	thrown	in	to	fool	you,	don't	fall	into	the	trap	of	ignoring	the	option.
Sometimes	it	does	apply.

	Sentence	3:	The	keyboard's	we	produce	do	not	often	receive	the
recognition	your	review	gives	us,	and	it	is	much	appreciated.

What	changes	need	to	be	made	in	Sentence	3?

(A)	change	keyboard's	to	keyboards

(B)	change	receive	to	recieve

(C)	change	appreciated	to	appreciation

(D)	capitalize	keyboard's

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(A).	When	you	present	the	plural	of	keyboard,	it's
keyboards,	without	the	apostrophe.	Choice	(B)	is	an	attempt	to	lead	you	into
error:	The	spelling	change	suggests	that	you	use	recieve,	a	common	spelling



error.

The	other	questions	will	be	the	same	as	for	the	reading	section.	The	big
difference	for	this	section	is	that	you	can	study	for	this	section	by	checking	out
lists	of	commonly	misspelled	words,	reviewing	grammar	and	punctuation	rules,
and	getting	familiar	with	homonyms	and	their	proper	use.

The	Extended	Response
When	you	finish	the	first	part	of	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	(RLA)
section,	including	all	the	question	types	we	discuss	earlier,	you	start	on	the
Extended	Response	—	where	you	write	an	essay	by	analyzing	arguments
presented	in	two	pieces	of	sample	text.	You	get	45	minutes	to	work	through	this
part	of	the	RLA	section,	and	you	can't	tack	on	extra	time	from	the	previous
section.	So	if	you	find	that	you	have	time	left	on	the	first	part,	go	back	and
review	some	of	the	questions	where	you	had	difficulties	before	starting	the
Extended	Response.	And	remember,	after	the	Extended	Response,	you	have	a	10
minute	break	and	then	another	hour	of	more	multiple-choice	type	items.

For	the	Extended	Response	item,	you	must	write	a	proper	essay,	with	a	clear
thesis	statement,	a	proper	introduction,	followed	by	four	or	six	paragraphs	of
supporting	argument,	and	a	concluding	paragraph.	You'll	have	an	erasable	tablet
on	which	to	make	rough	notes,	and	if	you	need	more,	you	can	get	additional
tablets.	You	won't	use	or	have	access	to	paper,	pencils,	or	dictionaries.	When
you	complete	your	rough	draft	of	your	essay,	you	write	it	into	a	window	on	the
computer	that	functions	like	a	word	processor.	The	word	processor	is	basic	and
doesn't	have	a	grammar-	or	spell-checker.	You're	expected	to	know	how	to	write
properly.

The	topic	you're	given	to	write	on	is	based	on	given	source	material,	usually
consisting	of	two	documents	with	different	or	opposing	opinions.	You're
expected	to	analyze	the	source	material	and	write	an	appropriate	analytical
response.	You	must	show	that	you	can	read	and	understand	the	source	material,
do	a	critical	analysis,	and	prepare	a	reasoned	response	based	on	materials	drawn
from	that	source	text.

In	your	essay,	you	analyze	both	positions	and	then	give	your	opinion	or	explain
your	viewpoint.	Remember	to	back	up	your	points	with	specific	facts	from	the
source	material.	When	you	write	this	essay,	make	sure	it's	a	series	of
interconnected	paragraphs	on	a	single	topic.	Not	only	should	the	entire	essay
begin	with	an	introduction	and	end	with	a	conclusion,	but	also	each	paragraph
needs	an	introductory	sentence	and	a	concluding	sentence.



needs	an	introductory	sentence	and	a	concluding	sentence.

	Write	only	on	the	assigned	topic.	To	make	sure	you	understand	what
the	topic	is	about,	read	it	several	times.	Essays	written	off	topic	don't
receive	scores.	If	you	don't	get	sufficient	points	on	the	Extended
Response,	you	likely	won’t	pass	the	other	portion	of	the	RLA	section,
either.

Your	essay	is	evaluated	on	the	following	points:

Your	argument	is	based	specifically	on	the	given	source	material.
You	correctly	use	the	evidence	from	the	source	material	to	support	your
argument.
You	use	valid	arguments	and	separate	the	supported	claims	in	the	material
from	the	unsupported	or	false	claims	either	in	the	material	or	your	head.
Your	flow	of	ideas	is	logical	and	well	organized.
You	correctly	and	appropriately	use	style,	structure,	vocabulary,	and
grammar.

Consider	this	example	of	an	Extended	Response	item:

“I	will	give	up	my	muscle	car	when	the	world	runs	out	of	oil,	not	before.	.
.	.”
“We	need	to	find	alternatives	to	gasoline-powered	vehicles.	Climate
change	is	a	real	threat,	and	burning	fossil	fuels	contributes	to	that
problem.	.	.	.”

These	two	opinions	are	the	beginnings	of	an	editorial,	taking	obviously	different
positions.

In	this	example,	you	start	by	determining	which	argument	you	see	as	stronger.
Then,	you	make	a	list	of	information	that	may	go	into	your	essay	to	back	up	your
argument.	Trim	out	any	information	that	doesn't	pertain	to	the	topic.	Use
unsubstantiated	opinions	as	part	of	your	evidence	that	one	side	or	the	other	has	a
weak	case.

When	you	start	writing	your	essay,	start	with	a	good,	strong	introductory
sentence	that	will	catch	a	reader's	attention.	When	you're	satisfied	with	your



sentence	that	will	catch	a	reader's	attention.	When	you're	satisfied	with	your
introductory	sentence,	review	your	list	of	information.	Follow	that	introductory
sentence	with	a	couple	of	sentences	outlining,	without	explanation,	your	key
points.	Now	turn	each	key	point	into	a	paragraph,	paying	attention	to	the	flow
between	paragraphs	to	show	that	one	relates	to	the	previous	one.	When	you	have
all	these	paragraphs,	it's	time	for	a	conclusion.	The	easiest	way	to	write	a	good
conclusion	is	to	restate	your	evidence	briefly	and	state	that	this	indeed	proves
your	point.	Don't	just	rewrite	your	information,	but	summarize	it	in	a	memorable
way.	This	may	be	difficult	the	first	time,	but	with	practice,	it	can	become	second
nature.

If	you	have	time,	you	can	test	how	well	your	essay	works	and	stays	on	topic.
Read	the	introduction,	the	first	sentence	of	every	paragraph,	and	then	the
conclusion.	They	should	all	have	the	same	basic	points	and	flow	together	nicely.
If	something	seems	out	of	place,	you	need	to	go	back	and	review.

	To	prepare	for	this	part	of	the	test,	in	a	few	months	leading	up	to	your
test	date,	read	newspapers	and	news	magazines.	Analyze	how	arguments
are	presented	and	how	the	writers	try	to	form	and	sway	your	opinion.
Examine	how	well	they	present	their	data	and	how	they	use	relevant	and
irrelevant	data	to	persuade	the	reader.	Doing	so	can	give	you	practice	in
critical	reading	and	in	developing	your	opinions	and	viewpoints	based
on	others’	writings.

Handling	the	Social	Studies	Section
For	the	Social	Studies	section,	you	have	to	answer	a	variety	of	items.	You	have
90	minutes	to	answer	the	questions,	multiple-choice	items,	other	short	items,	and
one	Extended	Response	(essay).	You	should	leave	yourself	25	minutes	for	the
Extended	Response,	but	in	this	section	(unlike	the	Reasoning	Through	Language
Arts,	RLA,	section),	your	time	is	one	block,	and	you	can	allocate	it	any	way	you
like.	The	short	items	use	the	same	format	as	the	RLA	section	items:	multiple-
choice	questions,	fill-in-the-blanks,	and	drag-and-drop	items	(see	the	earlier
sections	on	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	for	details).	These	questions	deal
with	the	following	subject	areas:

Civics	and	government	(50	percent)



American	history	(20	percent)
Economics	(15	percent)
Geography	and	the	world	(15	percent)

The	items	in	this	section	are	based	on	written	texts	(source	texts),	pictures,
charts,	tables,	graphs,	photographs,	political	cartoons,	diagrams,	or	maps.	These
textual	and	pictorial	excerpts	come	from	a	variety	of	sources,	such	as
government	documents,	academic	texts,	material	from	work-related	documents,
and	atlases.

You	can	do	only	a	limited	amount	of	studying	for	this	section.	The	information
to	answer	each	item	is	in	the	text	or	graphic	that	comes	with	the	question.	You
need	to	analyze	the	material	and	draw	conclusions	based	on	what's	presented.
However,	you	can	prepare	by	reading	some	books	that	offer	you	a	basic	outline
of	American	history	and	learn	about	how	government	functions.	Read	the
newspapers	to	follow	current	events	and	the	business	section	of	your	newspaper
for	economics.	You	don't	need	to	go	into	great	depth	or	memorize	pages	of	dates
and	names,	but	you	should	have	an	idea	of	the	general	flow	of	history.	You	also
need	to	know	how	your	governments	—	from	federal	to	local	—	work.

A	second	skill	you	need	to	master	for	this	test	section	is	reading	and	extracting
information	from	maps,	charts,	and	tables.	On	the	Social	Studies	section,	you'll
see	a	map	with	different	shadings	and	will	have	to	determine	what	the	shadings
mean	and	what	the	difference	is	between	a	light	gray	area	on	the	map	and	the
dark	gray.	They're	not	just	decoration.	If	you	look	carefully	at	all	the	text	and
boxes	with	information	on	the	map	or	chart,	you'll	see	that	everything	has	a
meaning.	So	get	an	atlas,	and	practice	reading	maps.

The	other	types	of	questions	and	the	Extended	Response	on	the	Social	Studies
section	of	the	test	are	just	like	the	items	that	we	discuss	in	the	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts	section	in	this	chapter	and	in	Chapter	2.	The	only
difference	on	the	Extended	Response	is	that	you	can	write	a	shorter	essay,	but
then	you	also	have	less	time	to	do	so.	However,	in	the	Social	Studies	Extended
Response,	some	general	knowledge	of	American	history	is	expected.

You	may	see	the	following	types	of	problems	on	the	Social	Studies	section.

The	following	question	is	based	on	this	table.

Type	of	Religion Date	Started	(Approximate) Sacred	Texts



Buddhism 500	BC None

Christianity 33	AD Bible	(Old	Testament	and	New	Testament)

Hinduism 4000	BC Vedas;	Upanishads

Islam 600	AD Qur'an;	Hadith

Judaism 2000	BC Hebrew	Bible;	Talmud

	According	to	the	table,	Hinduism

(A)	started	in	600	AD

(B)	uses	the	Qur'an	as	one	of	its	sacred	texts

(C)	is	the	oldest	religion

(D)	has	no	known	sacred	texts

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(C).	The	table	shows	that	Hinduism	is	the	oldest	of
the	five	religions	listed	because	it	began	in	4000	BC.

The	following	question	is	based	on	this	excerpt	from	the	diary	of	Christopher
Columbus.

Monday,	6	August.	The	rudder	of	the	caravel	Pinta	became	loose,	being
broken	or	unshipped.	It	was	believed	that	this	happened	by	the
contrivance	of	Gomez	Rascon	and	Christopher	Quintero,	who	were	on
board	the	caravel,	because	they	disliked	the	voyage.	The	Admiral	says	he
had	found	them	in	an	unfavorable	disposition	before	setting	out.	He	was
in	much	anxiety	at	not	being	able	to	afford	any	assistance	in	this	case,	but
says	that	it	somewhat	quieted	his	apprehensions	to	know	that	Martin
Alonzo	Pinzon,	Captain	of	the	Pinta,	was	a	man	of	courage	and	capacity.
Made	progress,	day	and	night,	of	twenty-nine	leagues.

	Why	would	Rascon	and	Quintero	have	loosened	the	rudder?

(A)	They	were	trying	to	repair	the	rudder.

(B)	The	Admiral	found	them	in	an	unfavorable	disposition.

(C)	The	captain	was	very	competent.

(D)	They	did	not	want	to	be	on	the	voyage.



(D)	They	did	not	want	to	be	on	the	voyage.

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(D).	This	answer	is	the	only	one	supported	by	the
text.	The	others	may	be	related	to	statements	in	the	passage,	but	they	don't
answer	the	question.

The	following	question	is	based	on	this	graph.

Illustration	courtesy	of	the	United	States	Department	of	Labor

	What	effect	do	energy	and	food	prices	have	on	inflation?

(A)	They	level	out	the	range	of	change	over	time.

(B)	They	magnify	the	range	of	change	over	time.

(C)	They	increase	the	rate	of	inflation.

(D)	They	have	no	effect.

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(B).	The	inclusion	of	food	and	energy	prices	makes
the	graph	values	swing	much	wider.	The	combined	graph	line	shows	much	wider
variation.	Hence,	food	and	energy	prices	magnify	inflation.

The	following	question	asks	you	to	fill	in	the	blank	based	on	the	previous	graph.

	The	range	of	inflation	for	“all	items”	shown	on	the	graph	is	
%.

The	correct	answer	is	1.1.	The	highest	value	for	inflation	on	the	“all	items”	line
is	2.2%	for	October.	The	lowest	value,	in	April,	is	about	1.1%.	Therefore,	the



is	2.2%	for	October.	The	lowest	value,	in	April,	is	about	1.1%.	Therefore,	the
range	is	approximately	1.1%.

Knowing	How	to	Grapple	the	Science
Section
When	you	take	the	Science	section	of	the	GED	test,	you	have	to	answer	the	same
variety	of	question	formats,	including	multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	drop-
down	menu,	drag	and	drop,	hot	spot,	and	short	answer,	all	in	80	minutes.	The
questions	deal	with	the	following	topics:

Life	science	(40	percent)
Physical	science,	including	chemistry	and	physics	(40	percent)
Earth	and	space	science	(20	percent)

	Most	of	the	information	you	need	to	answer	the	items	on	the	Science
section	is	given	to	you	in	the	passages	and	other	excerpts,	although	to
get	a	perfect	score,	you're	expected	to	have	picked	up	a	basic	knowledge
of	science.	However,	even	if	you	correctly	answer	only	the	questions
based	entirely	on	the	information	presented,	you	should	get	a	score	high
enough	to	pass.

Although	you	won't	be	expected	to	be	an	expert	on	the	various	topics	in	the
Science	section,	you	will	be	expected	to	understand	the	words.	To	accomplish
this,	read	as	widely	as	you	can	in	Science	books.	If	you	run	across	words	you
don't	understand,	write	them	down	with	a	definition	or	explanation.	Doing	so
will	provide	a	vocabulary	list	for	you	to	review	before	the	test.

You	must	read	and	understand	the	passages	in	the	Science	section	to	be	able	to
select	the	best	choice	for	an	answer.	Practice	reading	quickly	and	accurately.
Because	you	have	a	time	limit,	practice	skimming	passages	to	look	for	key
words.	The	less	time	you	spend	on	the	passages,	the	more	time	you'll	have	to
answer	the	item,	and	the	more	time	you'll	have	at	the	end	of	the	test	to	review
your	answers	and	attempt	questions	that	you	found	difficult	the	first	time	you
read	them.	Attempt	to	answer	every	question.	You	may	get	a	mark	for	your
answer	if	you	try	it	but	you	can't	get	a	mark	for	an	item	you've	left	out.



answer	if	you	try	it	but	you	can't	get	a	mark	for	an	item	you've	left	out.

The	Science	section	also	includes	short-answer	questions	in	which	you	respond
to	a	passage	or	passages	in	a	coherent	logical	way.	Remember:	You're	expected
to	write	a	response	that	might	be	expected	of	someone	ready	for	employment	or
college,	not	a	public	school	student	or	someone	preparing	for	a	doctoral	thesis.
You	should	be	able	to	include	material	from	the	passage	and	some	from	your
general	knowledge.	Because	the	simplified	word	processor	on	the	test	has
limitations,	check	your	spelling	and	grammar	carefully.	In	science,	make	sure
that	if	you	use	a	word	from	your	reading,	it's	spelled	correctly	and	used
correctly.	Above	all,	don't	panic.	If	you've	prepared,	you'll	do	fine.	See	Chapter
2	for	an	example	short-answer	item.

Here	are	some	sample	problems	similar	to	those	that	may	be	in	the	Science
section	on	the	GED	test.

The	following	questions	are	based	on	this	excerpt	from	a	press	release.

A	key	feature	of	the	Delta	4's	operation	is	the	use	of	a	common	booster	core,	or
CBC,	a	rocket	stage	that	measures	some	150	feet	long	and	16	feet	wide.	By
combining	one	or	more	CBCs	with	various	upper	stages	or	strap-on	solid	rocket
boosters,	the	Delta	4	can	handle	an	extreme	range	of	satellite	applications	for
military,	civilian,	and	commercial	customers.

	The	CBC	in	this	context	is	a

(A)	Canadian	Broadcasting	Corporation

(B)	common	booster	core

(C)	cooperative	boosters	corps

(D)	common	ballistic	cavalier

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(B).	After	all,	it's	the	only	answer	choice
mentioned	in	the	passage.	Skimming	the	passage	would	give	you	an	idea	of
where	to	look	for	a	fuller	explanation	of	the	abbreviation.

	How	can	the	Delta	4	handle	a	wide	range	of	applications?

(A)	developing	a	Delta	5



(B)	continuing	research

(C)	using	the	CBC	as	the	base	of	a	rocket	ship

(D)	creating	a	common	core	booster

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(C).	The	passage	says	that	“By	combining	one	or
more	CBCs	with	various	upper	stages	or	strap-on	solid	rocket	boosters	.	.	.	,”	so
Choice	(C)	comes	closest	to	answering	the	question.

Conquering	the	Mathematical
Reasoning	Section
The	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	of	the	GED	test	covers	the	following	four
major	areas:

Algebra,	equations,	and	patterns
Data	analysis,	statistics,	and	probability
Measurement	and	geometry
Number	operations

More	specifically,	about	45	percent	of	the	questions	focus	on	quantitative
problem	solving	and	the	other	about	55	percent	focuses	on	algebraic	problem
solving.

The	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	has	many	of	the	same	types	of	problems	as
the	other	sections	(multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	and	so	on).	Check	out
Chapter	2	for	how	these	questions	look	on	the	computerized	test.

Mathematics	is	mathematics.	That	may	sound	simple,	but	it	isn't.	To	succeed	on
the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section,	you	should	have	a	good	grasp	of	the	basic
operations:	addition,	subtraction,	multiplication,	and	division.	You	should	be
able	to	perform	these	operations	quickly	and	accurately	and,	in	the	case	of
simple	numbers,	perform	them	mentally.	The	more	automatic	and	accurate	your
responses	are,	the	less	time	you'll	need	for	each	item,	and	the	greater	your
chances	are	of	finishing	the	test	on	time	with	a	few	minutes	to	spare	to	check	any
items	you	may	have	skipped	or	answers	you	want	to	double-check.

The	other	skill	you	should	try	to	master	is	reading	quickly	and	accurately.	The
items	are	written	in	English	prose	and	you're	expected	to	know	how	to	answer



items	are	written	in	English	prose	and	you're	expected	to	know	how	to	answer
the	item	from	the	passage	presented.	Try	to	increase	your	reading	speed	and	test
yourself	for	accuracy.	If	you	are	a	slow	reader,	search	“speed	reading”	on	any
search	engine	to	get	some	hints.	You	can	check	for	accuracy	by	writing	down
what	you	think	you	read	without	looking	at	the	passage	and	seeing	how	close
you	can	come	to	it.	More	important	than	knowing	whether	you	can	recall	each
and	every	word	is	knowing	how	accurate	you	are	so	that	you	can	compensate	for
issues	before	the	test.

Consider	the	following	items	(one	traditional	multiple-choice	question	and	two
questions	that	use	different	formats	that	you'll	encounter	on	the	computer)	that
are	similar	to	what	you	may	see	on	the	Mathematical	Reasoning	section.

	A	right-angle	triangle	has	a	hypotenuse	of	5	feet	and	one	side	that	is
36	inches	long.	What	is	the	length	of	the	other	side	in	feet?

(A)	3	ft

(B)	48	ft

(C)	6	ft

(D)	4	ft

The	correct	answer	is	Choice	(D).	Using	the	Pythagorean	theorem	(a	formula
that's	given	to	you	on	the	formula	page	of	the	test),	you	know	that	a2	+	b2	=	c2,
where	c	is	the	hypotenuse	and	a	and	b	are	either	of	the	other	two	sides.	Because
you	know	the	hypotenuse	and	one	side,	turn	the	equation	around	so	that	it	reads
a2	=	c2	–	b2.

	You	can	recall	the	page	of	formulas	on	the	computer	when	needed.
Remember	that	the	fewer	times	you	need	to	call	it	up,	the	more	time
you'll	have	to	answer	questions.

To	get	c2,	you	square	the	hypotenuse:	(5)(5)=	25.

The	other	side	is	given	in	inches	—	to	convert	inches	to	feet,	divide	by	12:	36/12
=	3.	To	get	b2,	square	this	side:	(3)(3)	=	9.



Now	solve	the	equation	for	a:	a2	=	25	–	9	or	a2	=	16.	Take	the	square	root	of
both	sides,	and	you	get	a	=	4.

	The	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	presents	real-life	situations	in
the	items.	So	if	you	find	yourself	answering	37	feet	to	a	question	about
the	height	of	a	room	or	$3.00	for	an	annual	salary,	recheck	your	answer
because	you're	probably	wrong.

The	following	question	asks	you	to	fill	in	the	blank.

	Barb	is	counting	the	number	of	boxes	in	a	warehouse.	In	the	first
storage	area,	she	finds	24	boxes.	The	second	area	contains	30	boxes.	The
third	area	contains	28	boxes.	If	the	warehouse	has	6	storage	areas	where
it	stores	boxes,	and	the	areas	have	an	average	of	28	boxes,	the	total
number	of	boxes	in	the	last	three	areas	is.	

The	correct	answer	is	86.	If	the	warehouse	has	6	storage	areas	and	it	has	an
average	of	28	boxes	in	each,	it	has	(6)(28)	=	168	boxes	in	the	warehouse.	The
first	three	areas	have	24	+	30	+	28	=	82	boxes	in	them.	The	last	three	areas	must
have	168	–	82	=	86	boxes	in	them.

	A	rectangle	has	one	corner	on	the	origin.	The	base	goes	from	the
origin	to	the	point	(3,	0).	The	right	side	goes	from	(3,	0)	to	(3,	4).	Place
the	missing	point	on	the	graph.



The	correct	answer	is	to	put	point	B	at	(0,	4).	Because	you're	using	a	book	and
not	a	computer,	you	just	write	your	answer	on	the	answer	sheet.	If	you	shade	the
three	points	given	on	the	graph,	you	see	that	a	fourth	point	at	(0,	4)	creates	the
rectangle.	Draw	the	point	as	shown	on	the	graph.



Chapter	4

Succeeding	on	the	GED	Test
In	This	Chapter

	Getting	ready	in	the	weeks	and	the	night	before	and	the	day	of	the	test
	Relying	on	practice	tests
	Figuring	out	what	to	expect	on	test	day
	Nailing	down	important	test-taking	strategies
	Staying	calm	and	relaxed	while	you	take	the	test

You	may	never	have	taken	a	standardized	test	before.	Or	if	you	have,	you	may
wake	up	sweating	in	the	middle	of	the	night	from	nightmares	about	your	past
experiences.	Whether	you've	experienced	the	joys	or	sorrows	of	standardized
tests,	to	succeed	on	the	GED	test,	you	must	know	how	to	perform	well	on	this
type	of	test,	which	consists	mostly	of	multiple-choice	questions.

The	good	news	is,	you've	come	to	the	right	spot	to	find	out	more	about	this	type
of	test.	This	chapter	explains	some	important	pointers	on	how	to	prepare	on	the
days	and	nights	before	the	test,	what	to	do	on	the	morning	of	the	test,	and	what
to	do	during	the	test	to	be	successful.	You	also	discover	some	important	test-
taking	strategies	to	help	you	feel	confident.

Leading	Up	to	Test	Time

	Doing	well	on	the	GED	test	involves	more	than	walking	into	the	test
site	and	answering	the	questions.	You	need	to	be	prepared	for	the
challenges	in	the	tests.	To	ensure	that	you're	ready	to	tackle	the	test
head-on,	make	sure	you	do	the	following	leading	up	to	the	test:

Get	enough	sleep.	We're	sorry	if	we	sound	like	your	parents,	but	it's	true
—	you	shouldn't	take	tests	when	you're	approaching	exhaustion.	Plan



your	time	so	you	can	get	a	good	night's	sleep	for	several	days	before	the
test	and	avoid	excess	caffeine.	If	you	prepare	ahead	of	time,	you'll	be
ready	and	sleep	will	come	easier.
Eat	a	good	breakfast.	A	healthy	breakfast	fuels	your	mind	and	body.
You	have	to	spend	several	hours	taking	the	test,	and	you	definitely	don't
want	to	falter	during	that	time.	Eat	some	protein,	such	as	eggs,	bacon,	or
sausage	with	toast	for	breakfast.	Avoid	sugars	(donuts,	jelly,	fruit)
because	they	can	cause	you	to	tire	easily.	You	don't	want	your	empty
stomach	fighting	with	your	full	brain.
Take	some	deep	breaths.	During	your	trip	to	the	testing	site,	prepare
yourself	mentally	for	the	test.	Clear	your	head	of	all	distractions,	practice
deep	breathing,	and	imagine	yourself	acing	the	test.	Don't	panic.
Start	at	the	beginning,	not	the	end.	Remember	that	the	day	of	the	test	is
the	end	of	a	long	journey	of	preparation	and	not	the	beginning.	It	takes
time	to	build	mental	muscles.
Be	on	time.	Make	sure	you	know	what	time	the	test	begins	and	the	exact
location	of	your	test	site.	Arrive	early.	If	necessary,	take	a	practice	run	to
make	sure	you	have	enough	time	to	get	from	your	home	or	workplace	to
the	testing	center.	You	don't	need	the	added	pressure	of	worrying	about
whether	you	can	make	it	to	the	test	on	time.	In	fact,	this	added	pressure
can	create	industrial-strength	panic	in	the	calmest	of	people.

Traffic	happens.	No	one	can	plan	for	it,	but	you	can	leave	extra	time	to
make	sure	it	doesn't	ruin	your	day.	Plan	your	route	and	practice	it.	Then
leave	extra	time	in	case	a	meteor	crashes	into	the	street	and	the	crowd	that
gathers	around	it	stalls	your	progress.	Even	though	the	GED	test	is	now
administered	on	a	computer	and	it's	not	necessary	for	everyone	to	start	at
the	same	time,	test	centers	are	open	only	for	certain	hours,	and	if	they
close	before	you	finish,	you	won't	get	any	sympathy.	Check	the	times	the
test	center	is	open.	Examiners	won’t	show	you	a	lot	of	consideration	if
you	show	up	too	late	to	complete	the	test	or	tests	because	you	didn't	check
the	times.	They	have	even	less	sympathy	if	you	show	up	on	the	wrong
date.

Using	Practice	Tests	to	Your
Advantage



Advantage
Taking	practice	GED	tests	is	important	for	a	few	reasons,	including	the
following:

They	give	you	an	indication	of	how	well	you	know	the	material.	One
or	two	tests	won't	give	you	a	definite	answer,	because	you	need	to	do	four
or	five	tests	to	cover	all	possible	topics,	but	they	do	give	you	an	indication
of	where	you	stand.
They	confirm	whether	you	know	how	to	use	the	computer	to	answer
the	questions.	Until	you	try,	you	simply	won't	know	for	sure.
They	familiarize	you	with	the	test	format.	You	can	read	about	test
questions,	but	you	can't	actually	understand	them	until	you	have	worked
through	several.
They	can	ease	your	stress.	A	successful	run-through	on	a	practice	test
allows	you	to	feel	more	comfortable	and	confident	in	your	own	abilities
to	take	the	GED	test	successfully	and	alleviate	your	overall	anxiety.

	You	can	find	a	practice	test	of	each	section	in	Chapters	5	through	8.
The	practice	tests	are	an	important	part	of	any	preparation	program.
They're	the	feedback	mechanism	that	you	may	normally	get	from	a
private	tutor.	As	long	as	you	check	your	answers	after	the	practice	test
and	read	the	answer	explanations	in	Chapter	9,	you	can	benefit	from
taking	practice	tests.	If	possible,	take	as	many	practice	tests	as	you	can
before	taking	the	actual	GED	test.	You	can	find	more	practice	tests	at
www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/freepracticetest

and	a	few	more	sample	questions	at
www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/sample-

questions.	Use	a	search	engine	to	find	more	examples	of	practice
tests	online.

Finding	Out	What	to	Take	to	the	GED
Test

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/freepracticetest
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/sample-questions


	The	GED	test	may	be	the	most	important	exam	you	ever	take.	Treat	it
seriously	and	come	prepared.	Make	sure	you	bring	the	following	items
with	you	on	test	day:

You:	The	most	important	thing	to	bring	to	the	GED	test	is	obviously	you.
If	you	enroll	to	take	the	tests,	you	have	to	show	up;	otherwise,	you'll
receive	a	big	fat	zero	and	lose	your	testing	fee.	If	something	unfortunate
happens	after	you	enroll,	contact	the	test	center	and	explain	your	situation
to	the	test	administrators.	They	may	reschedule	the	test	without	an
additional	charge.
Correct	identification:	Before	test	officials	let	you	into	the	room	to	take
the	test,	they	want	to	make	sure	you're	you.	Bring	the	approved	photo	ID
—	your	state	GED	office	can	tell	you	what's	an	approved	form	of	photo
ID.	Have	your	ID	in	a	place	where	you	can	reach	it	easily.	And	when
asked	to	identify	yourself,	don't	pull	out	a	mirror	and	say,	“Yep,	that's
me.”
Fees	you	still	owe:	The	same	people	don't	run	all	test	centers.	With	some,
you	may	have	to	pay	in	advance,	when	booking	the	test.	If	so,	bring	your
receipt	to	avoid	any	misunderstandings.	Others	may	allow	you	to	pay	at
the	door.	If	so,	find	out	whether	you	can	use	cash,	check,	or	credit	card.
The	amount	of	the	GED	test	registration	fee	also	varies	from	state	to	state.
(Check	with	your	local	administrator	to	confirm	when	and	where	the	fee
has	to	be	paid	and	how	to	pay	it.)	If	you	don't	pay	the	fee,	you	can't	take
the	exam.

If	needed,	you	may	be	able	to	get	financial	assistance	to	help	with	the
testing	fees.	Further,	if	you	do	the	tests	one	section	at	a	time,	which	we
recommend,	you	can	probably	pay	for	each	test	section	as	you	complete
it.	Check	with	your	state	or	local	education	authorities.

Registration	confirmation:	The	registration	confirmation	is	your	proof
that	you	did	register.	If	you're	taking	the	tests	in	an	area	where	everybody
knows	you	and	everything	you	do,	you	may	not	need	the	confirmation,
but	we	still	suggest	you	take	it	anyway.	It's	light	and	doesn't	take	up	much
room	in	your	pocket.



Other	miscellaneous	items:	In	the	instructions	you	receive	after	you
register	for	the	test,	you	get	a	list	of	what	you	need	to	bring	with	you.
Besides	yourself	and	the	items	we	list	previously,	other	items	you	want	to
bring	or	wear	include	the	following:

Comfortable	clothes	and	shoes:	When	you're	taking	the	test,	you
want	to	be	as	relaxed	as	possible.	Uncomfortable	clothes	and	shoes
may	distract	you	from	doing	your	best.	You're	taking	the	GED	test,
not	modeling	the	most	recent	couture.
A	bottle	of	water	or	some	coffee:	Check	with	the	administrators
whether	drinks	are	allowed	beforehand.	Computers	and	liquids
don't	mix,	so	they	may	not	allow	you	to	take	drinks	in	with	you.
Mints	and	gum	may	be	an	alternative.
Reading	glasses:	If	you	need	glasses	to	read	a	computer	monitor,
don't	forget	to	bring	them	to	the	test.	Bring	a	spare	pair,	if	you	have
one.	You	can't	do	the	test	if	you	can't	read	the	screen.

The	rules	about	what	enters	the	testing	room	are	strict.	Don't	take	any	chances.	If
an	item	isn't	on	the	list	of	acceptable	items	and	isn't	normal	clothing,	leave	it	at
home.	The	last	place	on	earth	to	discuss	whether	you	can	bring	something	into
the	test	room	is	at	the	door	on	test	day.	If	you	have	questions,	contact	the	test
center	in	advance.	Check	out	www.GEDcomputer.com	to	start	the	registration
process	and	find	a	list	of	sites	close	to	your	home	with	their	addresses	and	phone
numbers.	You	can	also	call	800-62-MYGED	to	ask	your	questions	of	real
people.

	Whatever	you	do,	be	sure	not	to	bring	the	following	with	you	to	the
GED	testing	center:

Books
Calculator	(one	is	provided	for	you	on-screen	—	see	Chapter	2)
Notes	or	scratch	paper
MP3	players	or	tablets
Cellphone	(leave	it	at	home	or	in	your	car)

http://www.gedcomputer.com/


Anything	valuable,	like	a	laptop	computer,	that	you	don't	feel	comfortable
leaving	outside	the	room	while	you	take	the	test

Making	Sure	You're	Comfortable
before	the	Test	Begins
You	usually	take	the	GED	test	in	an	examination	room	with	at	least	one	official
(sometimes	called	a	proctor	or	examiner)	who's	in	charge	of	the	test.	(Some
locations	have	smaller	test	centers	that	have	space	for	no	more	than	15	test-
takers	at	a	time.)	In	either	case,	the	test	is	the	same.

	As	soon	as	you	sit	down	to	take	the	GED	test,	take	a	few	moments
before	the	test	actually	starts	to	relax	and	get	comfortable.	You're	going
to	be	in	the	chair	for	quite	some	time,	so	bunker	down.	Keep	these	few
tips	in	mind	before	you	begin:

Make	sure	that	the	screen	is	at	a	comfortable	height	and	adjust	your
chair	to	a	height	that	suits	you.	Unlike	a	pen-and-paper	test,	you'll	be
working	with	a	monitor	and	keyboard.	Although	you	can	shift	the
keyboard	around	and	maybe	change	the	angle	of	the	monitor,	generally
you're	stuck	in	that	position	for	the	duration	of	the	test.	If	you	need	to
make	any	adjustments,	make	them	before	you	start.	You	want	to	feel	as
physically	comfortable	as	possible.
Find	out	whether	you	can	have	something	to	drink	at	your	computer
station.	You	may	depend	on	a	cup	of	coffee	to	keep	you	upright	and
thinking.	Even	a	bottle	of	water	may	make	your	life	easier.	If	your	test
center	allows	a	drink,	get	one	before	you	start	so	you	can	concentrate	on
the	test.
Go	to	the	bathroom	before	you	start.	This	may	sound	like	a	silly
suggestion,	but	it	all	goes	to	being	comfortable.	You	don't	need
distractions.	Even	if	bathroom	breaks	are	permitted	during	the	test,	you
don't	want	to	take	away	time	from	the	test.

The	proctor	reads	the	test	instructions	to	you	and	lets	you	log	into	the	computer
to	start	the	test.	Listen	carefully	to	these	instructions	so	you	know	how	much



to	start	the	test.	Listen	carefully	to	these	instructions	so	you	know	how	much
time	you	have	to	take	the	test	as	well	as	any	other	important	information.	Only
the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test	has	a	ten-minute	break	built	into	the
time.	The	other	tests	are	90	minutes	without	a	break.	(Refer	to	the	next	section
for	how	long	each	test	lasts.)

Discovering	Important	Test-Taking
Strategies
You	can	increase	your	score	by	mastering	a	few	smart	test-taking	strategies.	To
help	you	do	so,	we	give	you	some	tips	in	these	sections	on	how	to

Plan	your	time.
Determine	the	question	type.
Figure	out	how	to	answer	the	different	types	of	questions.
Guess	intelligently.
Review	your	work.

Watching	the	clock:	Using	your	time	wisely
When	you	start	the	computerized	version	of	the	GED	test,	you	may	feel	pressed
for	time	and	have	the	urge	to	rush	through	the	questions.	We	strongly	advise	that
you	don't.	You	have	sufficient	time	to	do	the	test	at	a	reasonable	pace.	You	have
only	a	certain	amount	of	time	for	each	section	in	the	GED	exam,	so	time
management	is	an	important	part	of	succeeding	on	the	test.	You	need	to	plan
ahead	and	use	your	time	wisely	as	you	move	through	the	test.

	You	must	complete	each	section	in	one	sitting,	except	for	the
Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test.	There,	you	get	a	ten-minute
break	before	the	Extended	Response	(also	known	as	the	essay).

During	the	test,	the	computer	will	keep	you	constantly	aware	of	the	time	with	a
clock	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner.	Pay	attention	to	the	clock.	When	the	test
begins,	check	that	time,	and	be	sure	to	monitor	how	much	time	you	have	left	as
you	work	your	way	through	the	test.	Table	4-1	shows	you	how	much	time	you
have	for	each	test.



Table	4-1	Time	for	Each	GED	Test

Test Time	Limit	(in	Minutes)

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts 95

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts,	Extended	Response 45

Social	Studies 90

Science 90

Mathematical	Reasoning 90

	As	you	start,	quickly	scroll	through	the	test	and	find	out	how	many
questions	you	have	to	answer.	Quickly	divide	the	time	by	the	number	of
questions.	Doing	so	can	give	you	a	rough	idea	of	how	much	time	to
spend	on	each	question.	For	example,	on	the	Mathematical	Reasoning
section,	suppose	that	you	see	you	have	50	questions	to	answer.	You	have
90	minutes	to	complete	the	test.	Divide	the	time	by	the	number	of
questions	to	find	out	how	much	time	you	have	for	each	item:	90/50	=	1.8
minutes	per	item.	As	you	progress,	repeat	the	calculation	to	see	how
you're	doing.	Remember,	too,	that	you	can	do	questions	in	any	order,
except	for	the	Extended	Response	items.	Do	the	easiest	questions	first.	If
you	get	stuck	on	a	question,	leave	it	and	come	back	to	it	later,	if	you
have	time.	Keeping	to	that	schedule	and	answering	as	many	questions	as
possible	is	essential.

As	you	can	see	from	Table	4-1,	if	you	don't	monitor	the	time	for	each	question,
you	won't	have	time	to	answer	all	the	questions	on	the	test.	Keep	in	mind	the
following	general	time-management	tips	to	help	you	complete	each	exam	on
time:

Measure	the	time	you	have	to	answer	each	question	without	spending
more	time	on	timing	than	answering.	Group	questions	together;	for
example,	plan	to	do	five	questions	in	seven	minutes.	Doing	so	helps	you
complete	all	the	questions	and	leaves	you	several	minutes	for	review.
Keep	calm	and	don't	panic.	The	time	you	spend	panicking	could	be
better	spent	answering	questions.
Practice	using	the	sample	test	sections	in	this	book.	The	more	you



practice	timed	sample	test	questions,	the	easier	managing	a	timed	test
becomes.	You	can	get	used	to	doing	something	in	a	limited	amount	of
time	if	you	practice.	Refer	to	the	earlier	section,	“Using	Practice	Tests	to
Your	Advantage”	for	more	information.

When	time	is	up,	immediately	stop	and	breathe	a	sigh	of	relief.	When	the	test
ends,	the	examiner	will	give	you	a	log-off	procedure.	Listen	for	instructions	on
what	to	do	or	where	to	go	next.

Evaluating	the	different	questions
Although	you	don't	have	to	know	too	much	about	how	the	test	questions,	or
items,	were	developed	to	answer	them	correctly,	you	do	need	some
understanding	of	how	they're	constructed.	Knowing	the	types	of	items	you're
dealing	with	can	make	answering	them	easier	—	and	you'll	face	fewer	surprises.

To	evaluate	the	types	of	questions	that	you	have	to	answer,	keep	these	tips	in
mind:

As	soon	as	the	computer	signals	that	the	test	is	running,	start	by
skimming	the	questions.	Don't	spend	a	lot	of	time	doing	so	—	just
enough	to	spot	the	questions	you	absolutely	know	and	the	ones	you	know
you'll	need	more	time	to	answer.
Rely	on	the	Previous	and	Next	buttons	on	the	bottom	of	the	screen	to
scroll	through	the	questions.	After	you	finish	skimming,	answer	all	the
questions	you	know	first;	that	way,	you	leave	yourself	much	more	time
for	the	difficult	questions.	Check	out	the	later	section	“Addressing	and
answering	questions”	for	tips	on	how	to	answer	questions.
Answer	the	easiest	ones	first.	You	don't	have	to	answer	questions	in
order.	Nobody	except	you	will	ever	know,	or	care,	in	which	order	you
answer	the	questions,	so	do	the	easiest	questions	first.	You'll	be	able	to
answer	them	fastest,	leaving	more	time	for	the	other,	harder,	questions.

Knowing	the	question	type	can	shape	the	way	you	think	about	the	answer.	Some
questions	ask	you	to	analyze	a	passage	or	extract	from	a	document,	which	means
the	information	you	need	is	in	the	source	text.	Others	ask	you	to	infer	from	the
passage,	which	means	that	not	all	of	the	information	is	in	the	passage.	Although
none	of	the	tests	are	labeled	with	the	following	titles,	the	GED	test	questions
assess	your	skills	in	these	areas.



Analysis
Analysis	questions	require	you	to	break	down	information	and	look	at	how	the
information	bits	are	related	to	one	another.	Analyzing	information	in	this	way	is
part	of	reasoning	and	requires	you	to

Separate	facts	from	opinions.	Unless	the	text	you're	reading	gives
evidence	or	“proof”	to	support	statements,	treat	them	as	opinion.
Realize	that	when	an	assumption	isn't	stated	it	may	not	necessarily	be
true.	Assumptions	stated	in	the	passage	or	question	help	you	find	the	best
answer.
Identify	a	cause-and-effect	relationship.	For	example,	you	have	to	eat
an	ice-cream	cone	quickly	in	hot	weather.	The	cause	is	the	hot	weather
and	the	effect	is	that	the	ice	cream	melts	quickly.
Infer.	You	may	be	asked	to	reach	a	conclusion	based	on	evidence
presented	in	the	question.	Inferring	is	a	fancy	way	of	saying	that	you'll
reach	a	conclusion.	In	the	preceding	example,	you	can	infer	that	you
should	stay	in	an	air-conditioned	space	to	eat	your	ice	cream	or	eat	it	very
quickly.
Compare.	If	you	consider	the	similarities	between	ideas	or	objects,	you're
comparing	them.	The	world	is	like	a	basketball	because	both	are	round,
for	example.
Contrast.	If	you	consider	the	differences	between	ideas	or	objects,	you're
contrasting	them.	For	example,	the	world	isn't	like	a	basketball	because
it's	so	much	larger	and	has	an	irregular	surface.

Relating	to	other	people	in	social	situations	exposes	most	people	to	these	skills.
For	example,	in	most	sports-related	conversations	between	friends	(or	rivals),
you	quickly	figure	out	how	to	separate	fact	from	opinion	and	how	to	infer,
compare,	contrast,	and	identify	cause-and-effect	relationships.	In	other	social
situations,	you	come	to	realize	when	an	assumption	isn't	stated.	For	example,
you	likely	assume	that	your	best	friend	or	significant	other	is	going	to	join	you
for	a	late	coffee	the	night	before	an	important	test,	but,	in	reality,	your	friend
may	be	planning	to	go	to	bed	early.	Unstated	assumptions	you	make	can	get	you
into	trouble,	both	in	life	and	on	the	GED	test.

Application



Application	questions	require	you	to	use	the	information	presented	to	you	in	one
situation	to	help	you	in	a	different	situation.	You've	been	applying	information
left	and	right	for	most	of	your	life,	but	you	probably	don't	realize	it.	For
example,	when	you	use	the	information	from	the	morning	newspaper	to	make	a
point	in	an	argument	in	the	afternoon,	you	use	your	application	skills.

Comprehension
A	comprehension	question	asks	whether	you	understand	written	material.	The
GED	test-makers	expect	you	to	be	able	to	state	the	info	on	the	test	in	your	own
words,	develop	a	summary	of	the	ideas	presented,	discuss	the	implications	of
those	ideas,	and	draw	conclusions	from	those	implications.	You	need	to	develop
these	comprehension	skills	to	understand	what	the	questions	are	asking	you	and
to	answer	the	questions	successfully.

The	best	way	to	increase	your	comprehension	is	to	read	extensively	and	to	ask
another	person	to	ask	you	questions	about	what	you	read.	You	can	also	use
commercial	books	that	specifically	help	you	with	your	comprehension	by
presenting	you	with	written	material	and	asking	you	questions	about	it.	One	of
those	books	is	in	your	hands.	All	the	other	For	Dummies	test-preparation	books
as	well	as	AP	English	Literature	&	Composition	For	Dummies,	by	Geraldine
Woods	(Wiley),	have	reading	comprehension	as	a	major	focus,	too.	Feel	free	to
check	out	these	books	to	improve	your	comprehension	if	you	still	have	difficulty
after	using	this	book.

Synthesis
Synthesis	questions	require	you	to	take	apart	blocks	of	information	presented	to
you	and	put	the	pieces	back	together	to	form	a	hypothesis,	theory,	or	story.
Doing	so	gives	you	a	new	understanding	or	twist	on	the	information	that	you
didn't	have	before.	Have	you	ever	discussed	something	that	happened,	giving	it
your	own	twist	and	explanation	to	create	a	brand	new	narrative?	If	so,	you've
already	put	your	synthesis	skills	to	use.

Evaluation
Any	time	someone	presents	you	with	information	or	opinion,	you	judge	it	to
make	sure	it	rings	true	in	your	mind.	This	evaluation	helps	you	make	decisions
about	the	information	presented	before	you	decide	to	use	it.	If	the	clerk	behind
the	ice-cream	counter	suggests	you	get	a	raspberry	cone	instead	of	the	flavor	you
wanted	because	everyone	knows	that	raspberry	melts	slower	than	all	the	other
flavors,	you	may	be	a	bit	suspicious.	If	you	notice	that	the	clerk	also	has	four



containers	of	raspberry	ice	cream	and	only	one	of	each	other	flavor,	you	may
evaluate	it	as	biased	or	even	incorrect.

Cognitive	skills
Mental	skills	that	you	use	to	get	knowledge	are	called	cognitive	skills	and
include	reasoning,	perception,	and	intuition.	They're	particularly	important	in
reading	for	understanding,	which	is	what	you're	asked	to	do	on	the	GED	test.
You	can	increase	your	knowledge	and	comprehension	by	reading	books,
researching	on	the	web,	or	watching	documentaries.	After	you	read	or	watch
something	new,	discuss	it	with	others	to	make	sure	you	understand	it	and	can	use
it	in	conversation.

Addressing	and	answering	questions

	When	you	start	the	test,	you	want	to	have	a	game	plan	in	place	for
how	to	answer	the	questions.	Keep	the	following	tips	in	mind	to	help
you	address	each	question:

Whenever	you	read	a	question,	ask	yourself,	“What	am	I	being
asked?”	Doing	so	helps	you	stay	focused	on	what	you	need	to	find	out	to
answer	the	question.	You	may	even	want	to	decide	quickly	what	skills	are
required	to	answer	the	question	(see	the	preceding	section	for	more	on
these	skills).	Then	try	to	answer	it.
Try	to	eliminate	some	answers.	Even	if	you	don't	really	know	the
answer,	guessing	can	help.	When	you're	offered	four	answer	choices,
some	will	be	obviously	wrong.	Eliminate	those	choices,	and	you	have
already	improved	your	odds	of	guessing	a	correct	answer.
Don't	overthink.	Because	all	the	questions	are	straightforward,	don't	look
for	hidden	or	sneaky	questions.	The	questions	ask	for	an	answer	based	on
the	information	given.	If	you	don't	have	enough	information	to	answer	the
question,	one	of	the	answer	choices	will	say	so.
Find	the	best	answer	and	quickly	verify	that	it	answers	the	question.
If	it	does,	click	on	that	choice,	and	move	on.	If	it	doesn't,	leave	it	and
come	back	to	it	after	you	answer	all	the	other	questions,	if	you	have	time.
Remember:	You	need	to	pick	the	most	correct	answer	from	the	choices
offered.	It	may	not	be	the	perfect	answer,	but	it	is	what	is	required.



Guess	for	success:	Using	intelligent	guessing
The	multiple-choice	questions,	regardless	of	the	on-screen	format,	provide	you
with	four	possible	answers.	You	get	between	one	and	three	points	for	every
correct	answer.	Nothing	is	subtracted	for	incorrect	answers.	That	means	you	can
guess	on	the	items	you	don't	know	for	sure	without	fear	that	you'll	lose	points.
Make	educated	guesses	by	eliminating	as	many	obviously	wrong	choices	as
possible	and	choosing	from	just	one	or	two	remaining	choices.

When	the	question	gives	you	four	possible	answers	and	you	randomly	choose
one,	you	have	a	25	percent	chance	of	guessing	the	correct	answer	without	even
reading	the	question.	Of	course,	we	don't	recommend	using	this	method	during
the	test.

If	you	know	that	one	of	the	answers	is	definitely	wrong,	you	now	have	just	three
answers	to	choose	from	and	have	a	33	percent	chance	(1	in	3)	of	choosing	the
correct	answer.	If	you	know	that	two	of	the	answers	are	wrong,	you	leave
yourself	only	two	possible	answers	to	choose	from,	giving	you	a	50	percent	(1	in
2)	chance	of	guessing	right	—	much	better	than	25	percent!	Removing	two	or
three	choices	you	know	are	wrong	makes	choosing	the	correct	answer	much
easier.

If	you	don't	know	the	answer	to	a	particular	question,	try	to	spot	the	wrong
choices	by	following	these	tips:

Make	sure	your	answer	really	answers	the	question	at	hand.	Wrong
choices	usually	don't	answer	the	question	—	that	is,	they	may	sound
good,	but	they	answer	a	different	question	than	the	one	the	test	asks.
When	two	answers	seem	very	close,	consider	both	answers	carefully
because	they	both	can't	be	right	—	but	they	both	can	be	wrong.	Some
answer	choices	may	be	very	close,	and	all	seem	correct,	but	there's	a	fine
line	between	completely	correct	and	nearly	correct.	Be	careful.	These
answer	choices	are	sometimes	given	to	see	whether	you	really	understand
the	material.
Look	for	opposite	answers	in	the	hopes	that	you	can	eliminate	one.	If
two	answers	contradict	each	other,	both	can't	be	right,	but	both	can	be
wrong.
Trust	your	instincts.	Some	wrong	choices	may	just	strike	you	as	wrong
when	you	first	read	them.	If	you	spend	time	preparing	for	these	exams,



you	probably	know	more	than	you	think.

Leaving	time	for	review
Having	a	few	minutes	at	the	end	of	a	test	to	check	your	work	is	a	great	way	to
set	your	mind	at	ease.	These	few	minutes	give	you	a	chance	to	look	at	any
questions	that	may	be	troubling.	If	you've	chosen	an	answer	for	every	question,
enjoy	the	last	few	minutes	before	time	is	called	—	without	any	panic.	Keep	the
following	tips	in	mind	as	you	review	your	answers:

After	you	know	how	much	time	you	have	per	item,	try	to	answer	each
item	in	a	little	less	than	that	time.	The	extra	seconds	you	don't	use	the
first	time	through	the	test	add	up	for	time	at	the	end	of	the	test	to	review.
Some	questions	require	more	thought	and	decision	making	than	others.
Use	your	extra	seconds	to	answer	those	questions.
Don't	try	to	change	a	lot	of	answers	at	the	last	minute.	Second-
guessing	yourself	can	lead	to	trouble.	Often,	second-guessing	leads	you	to
changing	correct	answers	to	incorrect	ones.	If	you	have	prepared	well	and
worked	numerous	sample	questions,	then	you're	likely	to	get	the	correct
answers	the	first	time.	Ignoring	all	your	preparation	and	knowledge	to
play	a	hunch	isn't	a	good	idea,	either	at	the	race	track	or	on	a	test.
On	tests	where	you're	required	to	write	essays,	use	any	extra	time	to
reread	and	review	your	final	essay.	You	may	have	written	a	good	essay,
but	you	always	need	to	check	for	typos	and	grammar	mistakes.	The	essay
is	evaluated	both	for	style,	content,	and	proper	English.	That	includes
spelling	and	grammar.

Keeping	Your	Head	in	the	Game
To	succeed	in	taking	the	GED	test,	you	need	to	be	prepared.	In	addition	to
studying	the	content	and	skills	needed	for	the	four	tests,	you	also	want	to	be
mentally	prepared.	Although	you	may	be	nervous,	you	can't	let	your	nerves	get
the	best	of	you.	Stay	calm	and	take	a	deep	breath.	Here	are	a	few	pointers	to	help
you	stay	focused	on	the	task	at	hand:

Take	time	to	relax.	Passing	the	GED	test	is	an	important	milestone	in
life.	Make	sure	you	leave	a	bit	of	time	to	relax,	both	while	you	prepare	for



the	test	and	just	before	you	take	it.	Relaxing	has	a	place	in	preparing	as
long	as	it	doesn't	become	your	main	activity.
Make	sure	you	know	the	rules	of	the	room	before	you	begin.	If	you
have	questions	about	using	the	bathroom	during	the	test	or	what	to	do	if
you	finish	early,	ask	the	proctor	before	you	begin.	If	you	don't	want	to	ask
these	questions	in	public,	call	the	GED	office	in	your	area	before	the	test
day,	and	ask	your	questions	over	the	telephone.	For	general	GED
questions,	call	800-62-MYGED	or	check	out
www.gedtestingservice.com.

Keep	your	eyes	on	your	monitor.	Everybody	knows	not	to	look	at	other
people's	work	during	the	test,	but,	to	be	on	the	safe	side,	don't	stretch,	roll
your	eyes,	or	do	anything	else	that	may	be	mistaken	for	looking	at	another
test.
Stay	calm.	Your	nerves	can	use	up	a	lot	of	energy	needed	for	the	test.
Concentrate	on	the	job	at	hand.	You	can	always	be	nervous	or	panicky
some	other	time.

Because	taking	standardized	tests	probably	isn't	a	usual	situation	for	you,
you	may	feel	nervous.	This	is	perfectly	normal.	Just	try	to	focus	on
answering	one	question	at	a	time,	and	push	any	other	thoughts	to	the	back
of	your	mind.	Sometimes	taking	a	few	deep	breaths	can	clear	your	mind;
just	don't	spend	a	lot	of	time	focusing	on	your	breath.	After	all,	your	main
job	is	to	pass	the	GED	test.

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/


Part	II
A	Full-Length	Practice	GED	Test

	Top	Five	Ways	to	Duplicate	the	GED	Test
Environment

For	best	results,	take	the	GED	practice	test	under	simulated	GED	test	conditions
by	following	these	tips:

Find	a	quiet	place	to	work,	where	you	wont	be	distracted	or	interrupted.
Use	the	answer	sheet	provided	and	record	your	answers	with	a	pencil.
Set	a	timer	to	count	down	from	the	total	time	allocated	for	each	section	of
the	test.
Dont	go	to	the	next	section	until	the	time	allotted	for	the	current	section	is
up.	If	you	finish	early,	check	your	work	for	that	section	only.
Don't	take	a	break	during	any	test	section;	however,	give	yourself	exactly
one	10-minute	break	on	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test
before	writing	the	Extended	Response.



In	this	part.	.	.
See	how	your	stamina	measures	up	by	taking	full-length	GED	practice
test	sections.
Score	your	test	quickly	with	the	answer	key.
Discover	how	to	improve	your	performance	by	reading	through	the
answer	explanations	for	all	practice	test	questions.



Chapter	5



Section	1:	Reasoning	Through
Language	Arts

You're	ready	to	take	a	crack	at	a	full-blown	practice	GED	Reasoning	Through
Language	Arts	test.	You’re	feeling	good	and	ready	to	go	(well,	maybe	not,	but
you’re	at	least	smart	enough	to	know	that	this	practice	is	good	for	you).

You	have	95	minutes	to	complete	the	two	sections	of	short	items	and	then
another	45	minutes	to	write	the	Extended	Response	(a	separate	item).	You	get	a
10-minute	break	after	the	first	set	of	items	and	the	Extended	Response,	and
before	starting	on	the	second	set	of	items.	Remember,	you	can’t	save	time	from
one	section	to	use	in	the	other.

The	answers	and	explanations	to	this	section’s	questions	are	in	Chapter	9.	Go
through	the	explanations	to	all	the	questions,	even	for	the	ones	you	answered
correctly.	The	explanations	are	a	good	review	of	the	techniques	we	discuss
throughout	the	book.

	Unless	you	require	accommodations,	you’ll	be	taking	the	GED	test
on	a	computer.	Instead	of	marking	your	answers	on	a	separate	answer
sheet,	like	you	do	for	the	practice	test	sections	in	this	book,	you’ll	see
clickable	ovals	and	fill-in-the-blank	text	boxes,	and	you’ll	be	able	to
click	with	your	mouse	and	drag	and	drop	items	where	indicated.	We
formatted	the	questions	and	answer	choices	in	this	book	to	make	them
appear	as	similar	as	possible	to	what	you’ll	see	on	the	computer-based
test,	but	we	had	to	retain	some	A,	B,	C,	D	choices	for	marking	your
answers,	and	we	provide	an	answer	sheet	for	you	to	do	so.	Also,	to	make
it	simpler	for	you	to	time	yourself,	we	present	the	short	answer	items	in
one	unit,	rather	than	two	units,	and	the	Extended	Response	(the	essay)	as
a	separate	45-minute	section	at	the	end	of	this	chapter.

Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts
Test



Time:	95	minutes
Directions:	You	may	answer	the	questions	in	this	section	in	any	order.	Mark
your	answers	on	the	answer	sheet	provided	by	filling	in	the	corresponding	oval
or	writing	your	answer	in	the	blank	box.

Questions	1–5	refer	to	the	following	excerpt,	written	by	Dale	Shuttleworth
(originally	printed	in	the	Toronto	Star,	January	2008).

What	Is	The	History	Of	The	Social	Enterprise	Movement?





1.	The	Center	for	Social	Innovation	is
(A)	a	new	resta	urant
(B)	a	center	housing	social	enterprises
(C)	the	head	office	of	a	charity
(D)	a	small	enterprise	to	employ	school	leavers

2.	The	Learnxs	Foundation	supported
(A)	homeless	people
(B)	scholarships	for	computer	studies	students
(C)	innovative	programs
(D)	art	programming

3.	Artsjunction	specialized	in	 .
4.	The	Microtron	bus	helped
(A)	provide	transportation	for	computer	science	students	to	their	labs
(B)	provide	training	in	word	and	numerical	processing	to	employees	and
clients

(C)	train	auto	mechanics	in	the	digital	controls	in	the	new	cars
(D)	the	center	establish	social	enterprises

5.	The	Training	Renewal	Foundation	serves
(A)	as	a	social	innovator	for	youth
(B)	as	a	patron	of	the	center



(B)	as	a	patron	of	the	center
(C)	dinner	to	the	homeless
(D)	as	a	business	incubator

Questions	6–10	refer	to	the	following	excerpt.

How	Must	Employees	Behave?
It	is	expected	that	employees	behave	in	a	respectful,	responsible,	professional
manner.	Therefore,	each	employee	must	do	the	following:

Wear	appropriate	clothing	and	use	safety	equipment	where	needed.
Refrain	from	the	use	and	possession	of	alcohol	and/or	illicit	drugs	and
associated	paraphernalia	throughout	the	duration	of	the	work	day.
Refrain	from	associating	with	those	who	pass,	use,	and	are	under	the
influence	of	illicit	drugs	and/or	alcohol.
Address	all	other	employees	and	supervisors	with	courtesy	and	respect,
using	non-offensive	language.
Accept	the	authority	of	supervisors	without	argument.	If	you	consider	an
action	unfair,	inform	the	Human	Resources	department.
Respect	the	work	environment	of	this	company	and	conduct	oneself	in	a
manner	conducive	to	the	growth	and	the	enhancement	of	our	business.
Refrain	from	inviting	visitors	to	our	place	of	work	to	keep	the	premises
secure.
Promote	the	dignity	of	all	persons,	regardless	of	gender,	creed,	or	culture
and	conduct	oneself	with	dignity.

If	the	employee	chooses	not	to	comply:

On	the	first	offense,	the	employee	meets	with	his	or	her	supervisor.	A
representative	from	Human	Resources	may	choose	to	attend.
On	the	second	offense,	the	employee	meets	with	the	Vice	President	of
Human	Resources	before	returning	to	work.
On	the	third	offense,	the	employee	is	dismissed.

6.	Which	requirement	relates	to	employee	appearance?



(A)	The	employee	must	refrain	from	using	alcohol.
(B)	The	employee	must	not	use	associated	paraphernalia.
(C)	The	employee	must	wear	appropriate	clothing.
(D)	The	employee	must	use	courtesy	and	respect.

7.	Which	requirement	addresses	relations	with	supervisors?
(A)	Accept	authority.
(B)	Contribute	to	business	growth	and	enhancement.
(C)	Use	non-offensive	language.
(D)	Do	not	use	drugs	and	alcohol.

8.	Which	requirement	is	concerned	with	the	growth	and	enhancement	of	the
business?
(A)	conducive	to	growth
(B)	enhancement	of	self
(C)	dressing	unprofessionally
(D)	personal	conduct

9.	How	are	safety	and	security	protected?
(A)	by	promoting	dignity
(B)	by	not	inviting	others	in
(C)	by	the	types	of	interaction
(D)	through	meetings	with	supervisors

10.	What	are	the	penalties	for	continued	noncompliance?
(A)	You	meet	with	the	president	of	the	company.
(A)	You	must	avoid	your	supervisor.
(A)	You	have	to	take	behavior	classes.
(A)	You	are	fired.

Questions	11–20	refer	to	the	following	business	letter.

CanLearn	Study	Tours,	Inc.



2500	Big	Beaver	Road
Troy,	MI	70523

Dr.	Dale	Worth,	Ph.D.	Registrar
BEST	Institute	of	Technology
75	Ingram	Drive
Concord,	MA	51234

Dear	Dr.	Worth:

(A)
(1)	Our	rapidly	changing	economic	climate	has	meant	both	challenges	never
before	known.	(2)	It	has	been	said	that	only	those	organizations	who	can
maintain	loyalty	and	commitment	among	their	employees,	members,	and
customers	will	continue	to	survive	and	prosper	in	this	age	of	continuous	learning
and	globalization.

(B)
(3)	Since	1974,	CanLearn	Study	Tours,	Inc.	have	been	working	with
universities,	colleges,	school	districts,	voluntary	organizations,	and	businesses	to
address	the	unique	learning	needs	of	their	staff	and	clientele.	(4)	These	have
included	educational	travel	programs	that	explore	the	following,	artistic	and
cultural	interests,	historic	and	archeological	themes,	environmental	and	wellness
experiences,	and	new	service	patterns.	(5)	Professional	development	strategies
have	been	organized	to	enhance	international	understanding	and	boost	creativity.
(6)	Some	organizations’	have	used	study	tours	to	build	and	maintain	their
membership	or	consumer	base.	(7)	Other	organizations	discover	a	new	soarce	of
revenue	in	these	difficult	economic	times.

(C)
(8)	The	formats	have	varied	from	a	series	of	local	seminars	to	incentive
conferences	or	sales	promotion	meetings.	(9)	Our	professional	services,
including	the	best	possible	transportation	and	accommodation	at	the	most
reasonable	rates,	have	insured	the	success	of	these	programs.

(D)
(10)	We	would	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	share	our	experiences	in
educational	travel	and	discuss	the	ways	we	may	be	of	service	to	your
organization.

Yours	sincerely,

Todd	Croft,	M.A.,	President



Todd	Croft,	M.A.,	President
CanLearn	Study	Tours,	Inc.

11.	Sentence	1:	Our	rapidly	changing	economic	climate	has	meant	both
challenges	never	before	known.
Which	improvement	should	be	made	to	Sentence	1?

(A)	insert	and	opportunities	between	challenges	and	never
(B)	change	has	meant	to	have	meant
(C)	change	known	to	none
(D)	no	correction	required

12.	Sentence	2:	It	has	been	said	that	only	those	organizations	who	can
maintain	loyalty	and	commitment	among	their	employees,	members,
and	customers	will	continue	to	survive	and	prosper	in	this	age	of
continuous	learning	and	globalization.
Which	change	should	be	made	to	Sentence	2?

(A)	insert	a	comma	after	commitment
(B)	change	has	been	to	had	been
(C)	change	who	to	that
(D)	change	those	to	these

13.	Sentence	3:	Since	1974,	CanLearn	Study	Tours,	Inc.	have	been
working	with	universities,	colleges,	school	districts,	voluntary
organizations,	and	businesses	to	address	the	unique	learning	needs	of
their	staff	and	clientele.
Which	is	the	best	way	to	write	the	underlined	portion	of	Sentence	3?

(A)	had	been	working
(B)	has	been	working
(C)	will	be	working
(D)	shall	be	working

14.	Sentence	4:	These	have	included	educational	travel	programs	that
explore	the	following,	artistic	and	cultural	interests,	historic	and
archeological	themes,	environmental	and	wellness	experiences,	and



new	service	patterns.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	Sentence	4?

(A)	insert	a	comma	after	have	included
(B)	change	the	comma	after	following	to	a	colon
(C)	change	the	comma	after	interests	to	a	colon
(D)	change	the	comma	after	themes	to	a	colon

15.	Sentence	5:	Professional	development	strategies	have	been	organized
to	enhance	international	understanding	and	boost	creativity.
Which	change	should	be	made	to	Sentence	5?

(A)	change	strategies	to	strategy
(B)	change	boost	to	boast
(C)	change	have	been	organized	to	has	been	organized
(D)	no	correction	required

16.	Sentence	6:	Some	organizations’	have	used	study	tours	to	build	and
maintain	their	membership	and	consumer	base.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	Sentence	6?

(A)	change	organizations’	to	organizations
(B)	change	Some	to	All
(C)	change	their	to	there
(D)	change	have	used	to	has	used

17.	Sentence	7:	Other	organizations	discover	a	new	soarce	of	revenue	in
these	difficult	economic	times.
Which	change	should	be	made	to	the	underlined	portion	in	Sentence	7?

(A)	discovering	a	new	soarce	of	revenue	in	these
(B)	discover	a	new	source	of	revenue	in	these
(C)	discover	a	new	soarce,	of	revenue,	in	these
(D)	recover	a	new	soarce	of	revenue	in	these

18.	Sentence	8:	The	formats	has	varied	from	a	series	of	local	seminars	to



incentive	conferences	or	sales	promotion	meetings.
Which	revision	should	be	made	to	Sentence	8?

(A)	add	a	comma	after	seminars
(B)	add	an	apostrophe	after	sales
(C)	change	formats	to	format
(D)	add	a	period	after	seminars

19.	Sentence	9:	Our	professional	services,	including	the	best	possible
transportation	and	accommodation	at	the	most	reasonable	rates,	have
insured	the	success	of	these	programs.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	Sentence	9?

(A)	change	services	to	service
(B)	replace	insured	with	ensured
(C)	remove	the	comma	after	services
(D)	remove	the	comma	after	rates

20.	Sentence	10:	We	would	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	share	our
experiences	in	educational	travel	and	discuss	the	ways	we	may	be	of
service	to	your	organization.
Which	revision	should	be	made	to	Sentence	10?

(A)	change	would	appreciate	to	appreciate
(B)	insert	a	comma	after	ways
(C)	change	may	to	will
(D)	no	correction	required

Questions	21–26	refer	to	the	following	excerpt	from	Washington	Irving's	“Rip
Van	Winkle”	(1819).

What	Can	You	Learn	From	The	Mountains?



21.	How	would	you	set	out	to	find	the	Kaatskill	Mountains?
(A)	Ask	directions.
(B)	Journey	up	the	Hudson.
(C)	Look	for	a	dismembered	branch.
(D)	Notice	fresh	green.

22.	According	to	Lines	5	and	6,	wives	tell	the	weather
(A)	with	perfect	barometers
(B)	by	the	clear	evening	sky
(C)	through	gray	vapors
(D)	with	magical	hues	and	shapes

23.	What	clues	might	you	look	for	as	a	sign	that	you	are	close	to	the	village?
(A)	fairy	mountains
(B)	shingle-roofs
(C)	light	smoke	curling
(D)	blue	tints

24.	Who	originally	founded	the	village?	



25.	Why	is	the	phrase	“may	he	rest	in	peace!”	(Line	16)	used	after	Peter
Stuyvesant?
(A)	He	has	since	died.
(B)	He	was	an	original	settler.
(C)	He	was	a	soldier.
(D)	He	was	the	governor.

26.	What	materials	came	from	Holland?	

Questions	27–32	refer	to	the	following	excerpt	from	Richard	Wright's	“The
Man	Who	Was	Almost	a	Man,”	from	Eight	Men	(1961).

What	Do	You	Need	To	Be	A	Man?



27.	According	to	the	story,	Dave's	place	of	employment	was	 .
28.	Dave	wanted	“to	get	a	gun”	(Line	2)	to
(A)	show	he	wasn't	“scareda”	the	others
(B)	prove	he	wasn't	unemployed
(C)	make	his	Ma	proud
(D)	impress	Joe

29.	From	where	did	Dave	hope	to	get	a	gun?
(A)	from	“Joe's	sto”
(B)	from	“ol	man	Hawkins”
(C)	from	Ma



(C)	from	Ma
(D)	from	the	Sears-Roebuck	“catlog”

30.	How	would	you	find	Joe's	store	at	night?
(A)	by	the	smell	of	mackeral
(B)	by	a	yellow	lantern	glow
(C)	by	the	banging	screen	door
(D)	by	the	smell	of	coal	oil

31.	Why	do	you	think	Dave	asked	to	take	the	catalog	home?
(A)	He	lost	his	nerve.
(B)	It	was	too	dark	to	read.
(C)	He	had	to	be	home	for	supper.
(D)	He	makes	his	own	money.

32.	What	must	Dave	do	to	get	the	gun?
(A)	Find	it	in	the	catalog.
(B)	Convince	Ma	to	give	him	the	money.
(C)	Persuade	Joe	to	place	the	order.
(D)	Get	ol	man	Hawkins's	permission.

Questions	33–42	refer	to	the	following	excerpt,	which	is	adapted	from
Customer	Service	For	Dummies,	by	Karen	Leland	and	Keith	Bailey	(Wiley).

Fix	the	Problem
(1)	This	step	requires	you	to	listen	to	each	customers	assessment	of	the	problem.
(2)	Your	job	when	she	explains	the	situation	from	her	perspective	is	to	fully
absorb	what	she	is	saying	about	her	unique	set	of	circumstances.	(3)	After	you
identify	the	customer’s	problem,	the	next	step,	obviously,	is	to	fix	it.	(4)
Sometimes,	you	can	easily	remedy	the	situation	by	changing	an	invoice,	redoing
an	order,	waving	or	refunding	charges,	or	replacing	a	defective	product.	(5)	At
other	times	fixing	the	problem	is	more	complex	because	the	damage	or	mistake
cannot	be	repaired	simply.	(6)	In	these	instances,	mutually	exceptable
compromises	need	to	be	reached.

(7)	Whatever	the	problem,	this	step	begins	to	remedy	the	situation	and	gives	the



(7)	Whatever	the	problem,	this	step	begins	to	remedy	the	situation	and	gives	the
customer	what	she	needs	to	resolve	the	source	of	the	conflict.	(8)	Don’t	waste
time	and	effort	by	putting	the	horse	before	the	cart	and	trying	to	fix	the	wrong
problem.	(9)	Its	easy	to	jump	the	gun	and	think	that	you	know	what	the	customer
is	about	to	say	because	you’ve	heard	it	all	a	hundred	times	before.	(10)	Doing	so
loses	you	ground	on	the	recovery	front	and	farther	annoys	the	customer.	(11)
More	often	than	not,	what	you	think	the	problem	is	at	first	glance,	is	different
from	what	it	becomes	upon	closer	examination.

33.	Sentence	1:	This	step	requires	you	to	listen	to	each	customers
assessment	of	the	problem.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	the	underlined	portion	in	Sentence	1?

(A)	you	to	listen	each	customers	assessment
(B)	you	to	listen	to	each	customers’	assessment
(C)	you	to	listen	to	each	customers	asessment
(D)	you	to	listen	to	each	customer's	assessment

34.	Sentence	2:	Your	job	when	she	explains	the	situation	from	her
perspective	is	to	fully	absorb	what	she	is	saying	about	her	unique	set	of
circumstances.
To	make	Sentence	2	more	effective,	you	may	consider	moving	a	section	of
the	sentence,	beginning	with	which	group	of	words?

(A)	when	she	explains	the	situation	from	her	perspective
(B)	Your	job	when	she	explains
(C)	what	she	is	saying	about
(D)	no	correction	required

35.	Sentence	4:	Sometimes,	you	can	easily	remedy	the	situation	by
changing	an	invoice,	redoing	an	order,	waving	or	refunding	charges,	or
replacing	a	defective	product.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	Sentence	4?

(A)	change	redoing	to	re-doing
(B)	change	invoice	to	invoise
(C)	change	waving	to	waiving



(D)	change	defective	to	defected

36.	Sentence	5:	At	other	times	fixing	the	problem	is	more	complex
because	the	damage	or	mistake	cannot	be	repaired	simply.
After	which	word	would	it	be	most	appropriate	to	place	a	comma?	

37.	Sentence	6:	In	these	instances,	mutually	exceptable	compromises	need
to	be	reached.
What	one	word	is	misspelled	or	misused	in	Sentence	6?	

38.	Sentence	7:	Whatever	the	problem,	this	step	begins	to	remedy	the
situation	and	gives	the	customer	what	she	needs	to	resolve	the	source	of
the	conflict.
Which	is	the	best	way	to	begin	Sentence	7?	If	the	original	is	the	best	way,
choose	Choice	(A).

(A)	Whatever	the	problem,
(B)	This	step	begins	to	remedy,
(C)	What	she	needs	to	resolve,
(D)	To	remedy	the	situation,

39.	Sentence	8:	Don't	waste	time	and	effort	by	putting	the	horse	before
the	cart	and	trying	to	fix	the	wrong	problem.
Which	change	should	be	made	to	Sentence	8?

(A)	change	waste	to	waist
(B)	revise	to	read	the	cart	before	the	horse
(C)	change	trying	to	try
(D)	change	Don't	to	Doesn't

40.	Sentence	9:	Its	easy	to	jump	the	gun	and	think	that	you	know	what	the
customer	is	about	to	say	because	you've	heard	it	all	a	hundred	times
before.
What	word(s)	is	used	incorrectly	in	Sentence	9?	

41.	Sentence	10:	Doing	so	loses	you	ground	on	the	recovery	front	and
farther	annoys	the	customer.
Which	change	should	be	made	to	the	underlined	portion	in	Sentence	10?



Which	change	should	be	made	to	the	underlined	portion	in	Sentence	10?

(A)	with	the	recovery	front	and	farther
(B)	on	the	recover	front	and	farther
(C)	on	the	recovery	front	and	further
(D)	on	the	recovery,	and	farther

42.	Sentence	11:	More	often	than	not,	what	you	think	the	problem	is,	at
first	glance,	is	different	from	what	it	becomes,	upon	closer
examination.
The	comma	after	which	word	is	used	correctly	in	Sentence	11?	

Questions	43–49	refer	to	the	following	business	letter.

BEST	Institute	of	Technology
75	Ingram	Drive
Concord,	MA	51234

To	whom	it	may	concern:

(1)	I	am	pleased	to	comment	on	the	relationship	of	our	organization	to	Peta
Jackson	of	the	York	Square	Employment	resource	Center.	(2)	The	BEST
Institute	of	Technology	has	partnered	with	the	York	Square	ERC	in	recruiting
candidates	for	our	Café	Technician	and	Operator	training	programs	since	April
2002.

(3)	In	support	of	the	partnership,	Peta	provided	the	following	services	to	our
programs

Set	up	information	presentations	as	part	of	her	job	readiness	seminars
Distributed	print	materials
Counseled	applicants
Expedited	meetings	with	potential	candidates
Arranged	five	graduating	ceremonies	held	at	York	Square	ERC

(4)	Peta	has	always	been	a	strong	advocate	for	our	program,	which	has	trained
more	than	50	technicians	and	operators	during	the	past	18	months.	(5)	The	fact
that	York	Square	was	our	primary	source	of	referrals	are	a	tribute	to	Peta's
efforts.	(6)	She	has,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and



efforts.	(6)	She	has,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and
efficiency,	pursued	her	responsibilities.	(7)	On	a	personal	level,	it	has	been	a	joy
to	work	with	Peta	and	I	wish	her	the	very	best	in	her	future	endeavors.

Dale	Worth,	Ph.D.,	Registrar

43.	Sentence	1:	I	am	pleased	to	comment	on	the	relationship	of	our
organization	to	Peta	Jackson	of	the	York	Square	Employment	resource
Center.
Which	revision	should	be	made	to	Sentence	1?

(A)	change	to	Peta	Jackson	to	of	Peta	Jackson
(B)	change	pleased	to	please
(C)	change	resource	to	Resource
(D)	change	Center	to	Centre

44.	Sentence	2:	The	BEST	Institute	of	Technology	has	partnered	with	the
York	Square	ERC	in	recruiting	candidates	for	our	Café	Technician
and	Operator	training	programs	since	April	2002.
Which	is	the	best	way	to	improve	Sentence	2?

(A)	move	since	April	2002	to	the	start	of	the	sentence
(B)	change	has	partnered	to	have	partnered
(C)	change	with	to	between
(D)	change	in	recruiting	to	while	recruiting

45.	Sentence	3:	In	support	of	the	partnership,	Peta	provided	the	following
services	to	our	programs

Set	up	information	presentations	as	part	of	her	job	readiness
seminars
Distributed	print	materials
Counseled	applicants
Expedited	meetings	with	potential	candidates
Arranged	five	graduating	ceremonies	held	at	York	Square	ERC

This	sentence	requires	a	colon.	After	which	word	should	it	be	inserted?	



46.	Sentence	4:	Peta	has	always	been	a	strong	advocate	for	our	program,
which	has	trained	more	than	50	technicians	and	operators	during	the
past	18	months.
Which	is	the	best	way	to	write	the	underlined	portion	of	this	sentence?	If
the	original	is	the	best	way,	choose	Choice	(A).

(A)	has	always	been
(B)	always	has	been
(C)	has	been	always
(D)	have	always	been

47.	Sentence	5:	The	fact	that	York	Square	was	our	primary	source	of
referrals	are	a	tribute	to	Peta's	efforts.
Which	correction	should	be	made	to	Sentence	5?

(A)	change	Peta's	to	Petas’
(B)	change	are	to	is
(C)	change	was	to	were
(D)	no	correction	required

48.	Sentence	6:	She	has,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence
and	efficiency,	pursued	her	responsibilities.
Which	revision	should	be	made	to	Sentence	6?

(A)	move	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and	efficiency,
after	She

(B)	move	,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and	efficiency,
after	pursued

(C)	move	,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and	efficiency	to
the	end	of	the	sentence	after	responsibilities

(D)	place	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and	efficiency,	at
the	front	of	the	sentence	before	She

49.	Sentence	7:	On	a	personal	level,	it	has	been	a	joy	to	work	with	Peta
and	I	wish	her	the	very	best	in	her	future	endeavors.
Which	improvement	should	be	made	to	Sentence	7?



(A)	add	a	comma	after	Peta
(B)	change	endeavors	to	endeavours
(C)	change	has	been	to	have	been
(D)	move	on	a	personal	level	to	come	after	Peta

Questions	50–55	refer	to	the	following	excerpt	from	Saul	Bellow's	“Something
to	Remember	Me	By”	(1990).

How	Did	It	All	Begin?

50.	What	words	from	this	passage	best	describe	the	appearance	of	a	winter
school	day	in	Chicago?	

51.	What	do	you	find	out	about	the	state	of	Louie's	home	life	in	Lines	5	and
6?
(A)	He	ate	porridge,	toast,	and	tea.
(B)	He	carried	books	on	a	strap.
(C)	His	face	was	much	lighter.
(D)	His	mother	was	sick.

52.	What	were	the	men	doing	in	the	doorway?
(A)	hunting	for	game



(A)	hunting	for	game
(B)	having	target	practice
(C)	staying	out	of	the	weather
(D)	hiding	from	police

53.	What	is	the	importance	of	the	term	depression	hunters	in	this	passage?
(A)	It	tells	you	the	state	of	mind	of	the	men.
(B)	A	lot	of	people	hunted	in	the	Depression.
(C)	They	were	reacting	to	the	grim	weather.
(D)	It	reinforces	the	image	of	great	hardship,	that	people	had	to	hunt
pigeons	for	food	in	the	cities.

54.	What	adjective	from	the	passage	best	describes	the	hunters?	
55.	Why	didn't	Louie	tell	the	police	about	what	he	saw?
(A)	He	was	in	a	hurry	to	get	to	school.
(B)	His	mother	was	sick.
(C)	It	had	nothing	to	do	with	him.
(D)	The	guys	were	his	friends.

Questions	56–60	refer	to	the	following	excerpt	from	Russell	Hart's
Photography	For	Dummies,	2nd	Edition	(Wiley).

What's	The	Secret	To	Loading	Batteries?



56.	Where	will	you	be	installing	the	batteries?
(A)	an	electronic	acquisition
(B)	a	children's	toy
(C)	a	big	point-and-shoot
(D)	a	camera

57.	What	is	the	easiest	model	in	which	to	replace	the	batteries?
(A)	compact	models
(B)	big	point-and-shoots
(C)	screw	bottoms
(D)	covers	not	hinged

58.	Why	should	locations	such	as	sewer	grates	and	tall	grass	be	avoided	when
changing	batteries?
(A)	Water	can	get	in	the	camera.
(B)	Your	lens	may	get	dirty.



(B)	Your	lens	may	get	dirty.
(C)	Your	card	might	be	ruined.
(D)	The	battery	cover	may	be	lost.

59.	How	do	you	ensure	that	the	batteries	are	correctly	oriented?
(A)	Use	four	AAs.
(B)	Use	a	single	lithium.
(C)	Empty	the	compartment.
(D)	Find	a	diagram.

60.	What	tells	you	whether	the	batteries	are	low?
(A)	the	LCD	panel
(B)	the	battery	icon
(C)	the	battery	compartment
(D)	a	single	lithium	battery



The	Extended	Response
Time:	45	minutes

Your	assignment:	The	following	articles	present	arguments	both	for	and
against	making	cyberbullying	a	criminal	offence.

In	your	response,	analyze	the	positions	presented	in	each	article	and	explain
which	you	think	is	best	supported.	You	must	use	specific	and	appropriate
evidence	to	support	your	arguments.	Write	your	response	on	the	pages
provided.

Pro
Some	youth	deliberately	set	out	to	harm	others	by	using	social	media,
texting,	and	other	technologies.	That	should	be	a	crime,	especially
because	the	intent	to	hurt	and	harm	is	there.	The	resulting	evidence	of
the	harm	is	also	clear.	The	number	of	young	people	who	have	in
desperation	committed	suicide	after	months	and	years	of	horrific	abuse
shows	that.
Cyberbullying	is	a	form	of	abuse,	just	like	cyberstalking.	It	relentlessly
follows	a	designated	target.	In	a	recent	case,	a	teen	was	raped,	and
photographs	of	the	rape	were	distributed	to	classmates	in	her	school.
Comments	that	followed	taunted	her	as	a	slut	—	it	was	her	fault;	she
was	asking	for	it	—	to	the	point	that	she	transferred	schools.	The	teen
reported	the	rape	to	the	police	who	took	little	action,	and	the	perps
remained	free.	She	received	an	endless	stream	of	abusive	e-mails	and
text.	Meetings	with	the	principal	of	the	high	school	solved	nothing.
Even	after	transferring,	the	bullies	found	her	again	and	the	harassment
started	again.	The	teen	eventually	committed	suicide.
This	was	not	an	isolated	case.	Nearly	half	of	all	teens	report	they	have
been	victims.	There	have	been	multiple	suicides	in	many	countries.	The
police	are	often	unwilling	or	unable	to	take	action,	claiming	that
cyberbullying	does	not	constitute	a	crime.
Education	programs	don’t	work.	Virtually	all	schools	these	days	have
anti-bullying	programs.	Even	grade	school	children	are	taught	about
bullying	and	respect	for	others.	They	are	also	educated	on	how	to	be



bullying	and	respect	for	others.	They	are	also	educated	on	how	to	be
safe	online.	Yet	bullying	continues.
The	threat	of	a	criminal	record	certainly	would	be	a	deterrent	and,	at	the
very	least,	give	the	police	a	tool	with	which	to	fight	cyberbullying.	It
might	also	give	the	victims	a	tool	for	seeking	redress	from	the	bullies.
All	the	other	initiatives	have	failed,	so	what	choice	is	left?
Against
There	are	several	considerations	in	the	debate	on	criminalizing
cyberbullying.	There	are	already	laws	against	cyberbullying,	if	it
crosses	the	line	into	criminal	harassment.	That	is	a	chargeable	offence.
Second,	how	can	one	keep	a	clear	line	between	cyberbullying	and	an
abrogation	of	the	freedom	of	speech	guaranteed	by	the	Constitution?
Further,	does	the	threat	of	a	criminal	record	really	deter	people	from
such	activities?
The	whole	issue	is	unclear:	How	do	you	define	cyberbullying?	Mostly,
it	consists	of	wild	accusations	and	name-calling.	However,	that	is
neither	slanderous	nor	libellous,	hence	not	a	crime.	If	there	is	no
physical	harm	done,	and	no	intent	to	drive	someone	to	self-harm,	is
verbal	abuse	a	crime?	When	it	continues	and	crosses	into	destruction	of
reputation,	it	does	become	criminal	harassment.	While	this	may	be
interpreted	differently	in	different	jurisdictions,	it	is	a	criminal	offence.
Existing	laws	can	deal	with	this	issue.
There	are	other	tools.	A	young	teen	texted	nude	photos	of	her
boyfriend’s	ex-girlfriend	to	friends.	She	also	posted	a	copy	on	the
former	girlfriend’s	Facebook	page.	All	were	minors	at	the	time.	She
was	recently	convicted	of	distributing	child	pornography,	even	though
she,	too,	was	a	minor	at	the	time.	Existing	laws	punished	the	crime.
The	other	issue	often	raised	is	that	cyberbullying	has	driven	victims	to
suicide	or	attempts	at	self-harm.	This	is	certainly	true,	but	what	is	not
proven	is	that	the	cyberbullying	was	the	cause.	Were	the	victims
already	suffering	from	depression?	Were	there	other	issues	in	their	lives
that	made	them	unstable	and	prone	to	self-harm?
Proponents	argue	that	the	fear	of	a	criminal	charge	will	be	a	deterrent.
But	if	that	is	the	case,	why	do	so	many	people	still	drive	while	drunk	or
continue	to	indulge	in	recreational	drugs?	There	are	clear	consequences
if	caught,	but	they	certainly	do	not	stop	these	incidents.



The	Constitution	guarantees	the	right	to	free	speech.	When	the	law	tries
to	tell	people	they	cannot	say	something,	at	what	point	does	that
infringe	on	that	right?	Some	social	media	have	taken	a	solid	first	step.
They	no	longer	permit	people	to	have	accounts	in	false	names.
Education	is	a	better	approach.	Let’s	get	the	schools	and	parents,
community	groups,	and	churches	all	involved	in	teaching	our	teens	to
have	respect	for	others.	Teach	teens	that	words	can	hurt,	and	that
hurting	others	is	never	an	appropriate	thing	to	do.









Chapter	6



Section	2:	Social	Studies
The	Social	Studies	section	consists	of	questions	that	measure	general	social
studies	concepts.	The	questions	are	based	on	short	readings	that	often	include	a
map,	graph,	chart,	cartoon,	or	figure.	Study	the	information	given	and	then
answer	the	question(s)	following	it.	Refer	to	the	information	as	often	as
necessary	in	answering	the	questions.

The	Social	Studies	section	of	the	GED	test	consists	of	two	parts.	You	have	about
65	minutes	to	complete	the	question-answer	portion	of	the	Social	Studies
component	and	about	another	25	minutes	to	complete	the	Extended	Response
(the	essay).	Note:	You	have	a	total	of	90	minutes	to	complete	the	entire	Social
Studies	test;	the	time	is	one	block,	and	you	can	allocate	it	any	way	you	like.
Work	carefully,	but	don’t	spend	too	much	time	on	any	one	item.	Be	sure	you
answer	every	item.

The	answers	and	explanations	to	this	section’s	questions	are	in	Chapter	9.	Go
through	the	explanations	to	all	the	questions,	even	for	the	ones	you	answered
correctly.	The	explanations	are	a	good	review	of	the	techniques	we	discuss
throughout	the	book.

	Unless	you	require	accommodations,	you’ll	be	taking	the	GED	test
on	a	computer.	Instead	of	marking	your	answers	on	a	separate	answer
sheet,	like	you	do	for	the	practice	test	sections	in	this	book,	you’ll	see
clickable	ovals	and	fill-in-the-blank	text	boxes,	and	you’ll	be	able	to
click	with	your	mouse	and	drag	and	drop	items	where	indicated.	We
formatted	the	questions	and	answer	choices	in	this	book	to	make	them
appear	as	similar	as	possible	to	what	you’ll	see	on	the	computer-based
test,	but	we	had	to	retain	some	A,	B,	C,	D	choices	for	marking	your
answers,	and	we	provide	an	answer	sheet	for	you	to	do	so.

Social	Studies	Test
Time:	65	minutes
Directions:	Mark	your	answers	on	the	answer	sheet	provided	by	filling	in	the



corresponding	oval	or	writing	your	answer	in	the	blank	box.

Questions	1–5	refer	to	the	following	passage,	which	is	excerpted	from
CliffsQuickReview	U.S.	History	I,	by	P.	Soifer	and	A.	Hoffman	(Wiley).

Industry	and	Trade	in	the	Thirteen	Colonies
The	colonies	were	part	of	an	Atlantic	trading	network	that	linked	them	with
England,	Africa,	and	the	West	Indies.	The	pattern	of	commerce,	not	too
accurately	called	the	Triangular	Trade,	involved	the	exchange	of	products	from
colonial	farms,	plantations,	fisheries,	and	forests	with	England	for	manufactured
goods	and	the	West	Indies	for	slaves,	molasses,	and	sugar.	In	New	England,
molasses	and	sugar	were	distilled	into	rum,	which	was	used	to	buy	African
slaves.	Southern	Europe	was	also	a	valuable	market	for	colonial	foodstuffs.

Colonial	industry	was	closely	associated	with	trade.	A	significant	percentage	of
Atlantic	shipping	was	on	vessels	built	in	the	colonies,	and	shipbuilding
stimulated	other	crafts,	such	as	the	sewing	of	sails,	milling	of	lumber,	and
manufacturing	of	naval	stores.	Mercantile	theory	encouraged	the	colonies	to
provide	raw	materials	for	England's	industrializing	economy;	pig	iron	and	coal
became	important	exports.	Concurrently,	restrictions	were	placed	on	finished
goods.	For	example,	Parliament,	concerned	about	possible	competition	from
colonial	hatters,	prohibited	the	export	of	hats	from	one	colony	to	another	and
limited	the	number	of	apprentices	in	each	hatmaker's	shop.

1.	What	did	England,	Africa,	and	the	West	Indies	have	in	common?
(A)	They	all	had	fisheries.
(B)	They	all	bought	slaves.
(C)	They	all	distilled	rum.
(D)	They	all	exchanged	products.

2.	What	was	rum	used	for?
(A)	colonial	farms
(B)	milling	of	lumber
(C)	purchase	of	slaves
(D)	molasses	and	sugar



3.	Why	were	the	colonies	important	to	Atlantic	trade?
(A)	They	built	the	ships.
(B)	They	sewed	sails.
(C)	They	had	naval	stores.
(D)	They	milled	lumber.

4.	How	did	the	colonies	support	British	industry?
(A)	They	took	part	in	sewing.
(B)	They	produced	finished	goods.
(C)	They	developed	mercantile	theory.
(D)	They	provided	raw	materials.

5.	What	product	was	threatened	by	colonial	competition?
(A)	coal
(B)	pig	iron
(C)	hats
(D)	lumber

Questions	6–11	refer	to	the	following	passage,	which	is	excerpted	from	The
Declaration	of	Independence,	1776.

Charges	against	the	King
He	has	forbidden	his	governors	to	pass	laws	of	immediate	and	pressing
importance,	unless	suspended	in	their	operation	till	his	assent	should	be
obtained;	and	when	so	suspended,	he	has	utterly	neglected	to	attend	to	them.

He	has	refused	to	pass	other	laws	for	the	accommodation	of	large	districts	of
people,	unless	those	people	would	relinquish	the	right	of	representation	in	the
legislature	—	a	right	inestimable	to	them,	and	formidable	to	tyrants	only.

He	has	called	together	legislative	bodies	at	places	unusual,	uncomfortable,	and
distant	from	the	depository	of	their	public	records,	for	the	sole	purpose	of
fatiguing	them	into	compliance	with	his	measures.

He	has	dissolved	representative	houses	repeatedly,	for	opposing,	with	manly
firmness,	his	invasions	on	the	rights	of	the	people.



He	has	refused,	for	a	long	time	after	such	dissolutions,	to	cause	others	to	be
elected;	whereby	the	legislative	powers,	incapable	of	annihilation,	have	returned
to	the	people	at	large,	for	their	exercise,	the	state	remaining	in	the	meantime
exposed	to	all	the	dangers	of	invasion	from	without,	and	convulsions	within.

He	has	endeavored	to	prevent	the	population	of	these	states;	for	that	purpose
obstructing	the	laws	for	naturalization	of	foreigners;	refusing	to	pass	others	to
encourage	their	migration	hither,	and	raising	the	conditions	of	new
appropriations	of	lands.

He	has	obstructed	the	administration	of	justice,	by	refusing	his	assent	to	laws	for
establishing	judiciary	powers.

He	has	made	judges	dependent	on	his	will	alone,	for	the	tenure	of	their	offices,
and	the	amount	and	payment	of	their	salaries.

He	has	erected	a	multitude	of	new	offices,	and	sent	hither	swarms	of	officers,	to
harass	our	people,	and	eat	out	their	substance.

He	has	kept	among	us,	in	times	of	peace,	standing	armies,	without	the	consent	of
our	legislature.

He	has	affected	to	render	the	military	independent	of,	and	superior	to,	the	civil
power.

6.	The	king	neglected	the	colonies	in	many	ways,	especially	by
(A)	failing	to	provide	money
(B)	failing	to	pass	laws
(C)	removing	their	right	of	condemnation
(D)	giving	power	to	his	governors

7.	Which	of	the	listed	methods	did	the	king	use	in	an	attempt	to	enforce
compliance	by	legislative	bodies	to	his	wishes?
(A)	He	never	called	them	together.
(B)	He	made	them	comfortable.
(C)	He	made	sure	they	were	well	rested.
(D)	He	made	them	comply	with	his	wishes.

8.	The	main	measure	used	by	the	king	that	was	seen	as	a	threat	to	the



colonists’	rights	was
(A)	He	dissolved	representative	houses.
(B)	He	abdicated	the	throne.
(C)	He	annihilated	them.
(D)	He	returned	them	to	the	people.

9.	The	king	was	very	concerned	about	the	growth	of	the	colonies,	so	much	so
that	he
(A)	gave	away	free	land	to	people	willing	to	settle
(B)	encouraged	people	to	settle
(C)	settled	there	himself
(D)	discouraged	people	from	settling

10.	How	did	the	king	obstruct	the	judicial	system?
(A)	He	made	it	independent	of	his	authority.
(B)	He	erected	new	offices.
(C)	He	refused	to	enact	certain	laws.
(D)	He	harassed	the	people.

11.	What	was	one	way	the	freedom	of	the	people	was	threatened?	

Questions	12–13	refer	to	this	map.

Illustration	courtesy	of	the	United	States	Census	Bureau



Illustration	courtesy	of	the	United	States	Census	Bureau

12.	People	tend	to	live	in	areas	with	employment	opportunities.	Look	at	the
areas	with	the	lowest	male	population	density.	In	these	areas,	the	tourist
industry	is	very	important.	Based	on	that	information,	what	factors	might
explain	lower	male	population	density?
(A)	Tourist	areas	have	more	service-industry	jobs,	which	are	mostly	female.
(B)	Because	women	have	a	greater	life	expectancy,	there	would	be	more
elderly	female	tourists.

(C)	Men	dislike	working	in	the	tourist	industry.
(D)	Insufficient	information	is	provided.

13.	If	the	area	shaded	white	around	Miami	has	a	population	of	5.6	million
people,	approximately	how	many	more	females	are	there	in	the	population
than	males?
(A)	2.7	million
(B)	2.9	million
(C)	400,000
(D)	1.2	million

Questions	14–16	are	based	on	this	chart.

Illustration	courtesy	of	the	United	States	Census	Bureau

14.	Of	the	various	racial	groups	shown,	the	group	with	the	highest	earning	if
employed	full-time	over	the	past	12	months	was	 	.



15.	Which	group,	working	full	time,	had	the	lowest	annual	income?
(A)	Female,	Black	or	African	American
(B)	Female,	American	Indian	and	Alaskan	Native
(C)	Female,	Asian
(D)	Male,	Hispanic	or	Latino	(any	race)

16.	Where	in	this	chart	would	a	15-year-old	male	of	Chinese	background	find
statistical	information	about	his	income	group?
(A)	under	Male,	Asian
(B)	under	Some	Other	Race
(C)	under	Male,	Native	Hawaiian	and	Other	Pacific	Islander
(D)	He	could	not.

Questions	17–22	refer	to	the	following	passage,	which	is	excerpted	from
Lincoln's	Gettysburg	Address,	November	19,	1863.

Gettysburg	Address
Four	score	and	seven	years	ago,	our	fathers	brought	forth	upon	this	continent	a
new	nation,	conceived	in	liberty	and	dedicated	to	the	proposition	that	all	men	are
created	equal.	Now	we	are	engaged	in	a	great	civil	war,	testing	whether	that
nation	or	any	nation	so	conceived	and	so	dedicated	can	long	endure.	We	are	met
on	a	great	battlefield	of	that	war.	We	have	come	to	dedicate	a	portion	of	that
field	as	a	final	resting	place	for	those	who	here	gave	their	lives	that	that	nation
might	live.	It	is	altogether	fitting	and	proper	that	we	should	do	this.	But,	in	a
larger	sense,	we	cannot	dedicate,	we	cannot	consecrate,	we	cannot	hallow	this
ground.	The	brave	men,	living	and	dead,	who	struggled	here	have	consecrated	it
far	above	our	poor	power	to	add	or	detract.	The	world	will	little	note	nor	long
remember	what	we	say	here,	but	it	can	never	forget	what	they	did	here.	.	.	.

17.	The	issue	of	primary	importance	in	this	great	civil	war	is
(A)	happiness	and	friendship
(B)	safety	and	security
(C)	liberty	and	equality
(D)	peace	and	prosperity



18.	Where	was	President	Lincoln's	speech	delivered?
(A)	on	a	train
(B)	at	the	White	House
(C)	on	a	battlefield
(D)	on	the	radio

19.	What	does	“little	note	nor	long	remember”	mean?
(A)	The	audience	is	not	taking	notes.
(B)	Lincoln	has	a	bad	memory.
(C)	The	soldiers	are	not	there	to	hear	the	speech.
(D)	People	around	the	world	will	not	remember	the	speech.

20.	According	to	the	address,	a	portion	of	the	battlefield	is	used	for	 .
21.	Who	has	“hallow[ed]	this	ground”?
(A)	President	Lincoln
(B)	those	who	fought	there
(C)	the	Confederate	government
(D)	the	Union	government

22.	What	does	“four	score	and	seven”	probably	refer	to?
(A)	soldiers
(B)	consecration
(C)	time
(D)	the	war

Questions	23–28	refer	to	the	following	passage,	which	is	excerpted	from
CliffsQuickReview	U.S.	History	II,	by	P.	Soifer	and	A.	Hoffman	(Wiley).

Causes	of	World	War	I
On	June	28,	1914,	a	Serbian	nationalist	assassinated	the	Archduke	Franz
Ferdinand,	the	heir	to	the	throne	of	Austria-Hungary.	Austria	demanded
indemnities	from	Serbia	for	the	assassination.	The	Serbian	government	denied
any	involvement	with	the	murder	and,	when	Austria	issued	an	ultimatum,	turned
to	its	ally,	Russia,	for	help.	When	Russia	began	to	mobilize	its	army,	Europe's



to	its	ally,	Russia,	for	help.	When	Russia	began	to	mobilize	its	army,	Europe's
alliance	system,	ironically	intended	to	maintain	the	balance	of	power	on	the
continent,	drew	one	country	after	another	into	war.	Austria's	ally,	Germany,
declared	war	on	Russia	on	August	1	and	on	France	(which	was	allied	with
Russia)	two	days	later.	Great	Britain	entered	the	war	on	August	4,	following
Germany's	invasion	of	neutral	Belgium.	By	the	end	of	August	1914,	most	of
Europe	had	chosen	sides:	the	Central	Powers	—	Germany,	Austria-Hungary,
Bulgaria,	and	the	Ottoman	Empire	(Turkey)	—	were	up	against	the	Allied
Powers	—	principally	Great	Britain,	France,	Russia,	and	Serbia.	Japan	joined	the
Allied	cause	in	August	1914,	in	hopes	of	seizing	German	possessions	in	the
Pacific	and	expanding	Japanese	influence	in	China.	This	action	threatened	the
Open	Door	Policy	and	led	to	increased	tensions	with	the	United	States.
Originally	an	ally	of	Germany	and	Austria-Hungary,	Italy	entered	the	war	in
1915	on	the	side	of	Britain	and	France	because	they	had	agreed	to	Italian
territorial	demands	in	a	secret	treaty	(the	Treaty	of	London).

23.	The	assassin	of	Archduke	Ferdinand	came	from	the	country	of	 .
24.	Austria	initially	reacted	to	the	assassination	by
(A)	denying	any	involvement
(B)	demanding	indemnities
(C)	asking	for	Russian	help
(D)	declaring	war

25.	Which	countries	were	not	allies?
(A)	Serbia	and	Russia
(B)	Austria	and	Hungary
(C)	Germany	and	France
(D)	France	and	Great	Britain

26.	What	caused	Great	Britain	to	enter	the	war?
(A)	Germany	invaded	Belgium.
(B)	Russia	attacked	Serbia.
(C)	Germany	declared	war	on	France.
(D)	Austria	invaded	Hungary.



27.	Which	country	was	not	an	Allied	Power?
(A)	Great	Britain
(B)	France
(C)	Germany
(D)	Serbia

28.	Place	the	events	in	the	proper	sequence.
(A)	Italy	enters	on	the	Allied	side.
(B)	Germany	declares	war	on	Russia.
(C)	Great	Britain	declares	war	on	Germany.
(D)	Germany	invades	Belgium.

Questions	29–32	refer	to	the	following	political	cartoon.

Illustration	by	Ricardo	Checa

29.	How	is	President	Barack	Obama	portrayed	in	the	cartoon?
(A)	stand-up	comedian
(B)	inspiring	teacher
(C)	stern	disciplinarian
(D)	fashion	model

30.	What	do	the	smiling	faces	of	the	students	symbolize?
(A)	happy	voters
(B)	a	receptive	public
(C)	the	bright	future	the	President	is	hoping	for



(C)	the	bright	future	the	President	is	hoping	for
(D)	issues	that	can	be	solved

31.	Why	are	two	issues	written	in	much	smaller	print	on	the	spines	of	two
textbooks?
(A)	These	issues	are	very	important	but	often	overlooked.
(B)	These	issues	are	less	important.
(C)	Not	enough	room	to	draw	more	students.
(D)	They	are	just	decoration.

32.	What	problems	are	the	students	facing	in	the	future?
(A)	unemployment
(B)	shortage	of	energy
(C)	escalating	debt
(D)	all	of	the	above

Questions	33–36	refer	to	this	table.

Illustration	courtesy	of	the	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture

33.	What	percentage	of	the	world's	soybean	production	came	from	the	United
States	in	2010?	

34.	In	2010,	approximately	how	much	of	the	U.S.	production	of	cotton	was



exported?
(A)	all	of	it
(B)	most	of	it
(C)	just	under	half
(D)	almost	none

35.	Between	2000	and	2010,	world	exports	of	corn
(A)	increased
(B)	decreased
(C)	decreased	a	lot
(D)	stayed	about	the	same

36.	What	is	the	weight	of	a	bale	of	cotton,	according	to	the	table?	

Questions	37–41	refer	to	the	following	timeline.

Timeline	of	Major	Events	in	U.S.	History
1900:	Gold	standard	for	currency	adopted	by	United	States.

1914:	World	War	I	begins.

1918:	World	War	I	ends.

1929:	Stock	market	crashes;	Great	Depression	begins.

1933:	Gold	exports	banned;	daily	price	established;	U.S.	citizens	ordered	to	turn
in	all	gold.

1934:	Price	of	gold	fixed	at	$35	per	troy	ounce.

1939:	World	War	II	begins.

1945:	World	War	II	ends.

1950:	Korean	Conflict	begins.

1953:	Korean	Conflict	ends.

1965:	Vietnam	War	begins.

1973:	Vietnam	War	ends;	gold	prices	allowed	to	float;	U.S.	currency	removed
from	gold	standard.



1974:	U.S.	citizens	allowed	to	own	gold	again.

1979:	Soviet	Union	invades	Afghanistan;	U.S.	hostages	seized	in	Iran.

1980:	Historic	high	prices	for	gold.

1987:	Stock	market	crashes.

1989:	Berlin	Wall	falls.

1990:	Gulf	War	begins.

1991:	Gulf	War	ends.

2001:	Terrorist	attacks	on	the	United	States.

2002:	Invasion	of	Afghanistan	and	Iraq.

2008:	United	States	elects	first	black	president.

2009:	United	States	slips	into	a	recession.

37.	In	1900,	the	value	of	the	United	States’	dollar	was	based	on
(A)	stock	market
(B)	value	of	gold
(C)	value	of	silver
(D)	trade	surplus

38.	What,	if	anything,	is	the	connection	between	the	stock	market	crash	and
the	Great	Depression	in	1929?
(A)	It	was	the	trigger.
(B)	Very	little;	economic	problems	had	been	building	for	some	time	before
the	crash.

(C)	Pure	coincidence.
(D)	The	stock	market	crash	actually	delayed	the	Great	Depression.

39.	What	does	“U.S.	citizens	ordered	to	turn	in	all	gold”	mean?
(A)	Citizens	got	to	keep	their	gold.
(B)	Citizens	had	to	tell	the	government	about	their	gold.
(C)	Citizens	could	buy	gold	from	each	other,	for	profit.
(D)	Citizens	had	to	take	all	their	gold	to	government	offices.



40.	When	was	U.S.	currency	removed	from	the	gold	standard?	
41.	Based	on	what	you	see	in	the	timeline,	what	likely	caused	the	price	of
gold	to	reach	an	historic	high?
(A)	Citizens	were	allowed	to	hold	bullion.
(B)	Gold	stocks	were	sold.
(C)	The	Soviet	Union	invaded	Afghanistan.
(D)	The	Gulf	War	began.

Questions	42–44	refer	to	the	following	newscast.

World	Environmental	News
Good	evening	and	welcome	to	World	Environmental	News.

Our	stories	this	evening:	cyclones	in	Korea,	hurricane	near	Mexico,	flooding	in
Europe	and	India,	volcanic	eruptions	in	New	Guinea,	drought	in	Australia,
tornadoes	in	the	United	States,	hailstorms	in	Italy,	earthquakes	in	Iran,	and
locusts	in	Denmark.

Now,	let's	look	at	our	top	stories.

Drought	in	Australia:	The	wheat	fields	west	of	Canberra,	New	South	Wales,
are	in	great	danger	today	because	of	the	ongoing	drought.	In	the	next	week,
farmers	may	have	to	write	off	this	year's	crop,	and	this	will	likely	lead	to
financial	ruin	for	many	of	them.	To	add	to	the	misery,	hundreds	of	thousands	of
sheep	had	to	be	sold	because	there	was	not	enough	water	for	them	to	drink.

Locusts	in	Denmark:	The	unseasonably	warm	weather	in	Denmark	is	proving
to	be	inviting	to	the	lowly	locust.	Normally	found	along	the	Mediterranean	coast,
the	locust	has	been	found	far	from	its	normal	habitat.	These	discoveries	in
southwest	Denmark	are	causing	concern	because	locusts	have	not	been	seen	in
Denmark	for	more	than	50	years.

Hurricane	near	Mexico:	Hurricane	Herman	is	losing	force	off	the	Pacific	coast
of	Mexico.	The	country	is	giving	a	sigh	of	relief	as	the	hurricane	winds	down.

For	wine	drinkers:	And	a	last	note	for	you	wine	drinkers.	The	recent	violent
hailstorms	in	Italy	are	expected	to	cause	a	poor	grape	harvest.	This	means	lower
wine	production	and,	consequently,	higher	prices.

There's	more	as	nature	lashes	out.	Tune	in	again	for	World	Environmental	News.



42.	The	newscast	says	“cyclones	in	Korea,	hurricane	near	Mexico”;	what	is
the	difference	between	cyclones	and	hurricanes?
(A)	Location.	Meteorologists	call	these	storms	hurricanes	in	the	Atlantic
and	northeast	Pacific	and	cyclones	in	the	eastern	Pacific	and	Indian
Ocean.

(B)	Cyclones	are	a	form	of	tornado.
(C)	Cyclones	are	much	more	severe.
(D)	Unlike	hurricanes,	cyclones	are	always	associated	with	flooding.

43.	How	does	extreme	drought	cause	financial	problems	for	farmers?
(A)	Farmers	lose	their	entire	year's	crop	and	income.
(B)	Selling	off	large	herds	of	sheep	at	once	leads	to	much	lower	prices	and
fewer	sheep	for	future	breeding	stock.

(C)	There	may	be	a	minor	problem,	but	crop	insurance	covers	these	losses.
(D)	Choices	A	and	B.

44.	Why	is	the	finding	of	locusts	in	Denmark	significant?
(A)	They	reinforce	the	idea	of	climate	change	and	global	warming.
(B)	Prevailing	winds	have	shifted.
(C)	Foreign	ships	carried	insects	and	need	more	stringent	inspection.
(D)	It	is	an	isolated	incident	and	has	no	real	significance.

Question	45	refers	to	the	following	passage,	taken	from	www.cia.gov.

By	the	time	World	War	I	started	in	1914,	the	United	States’	ability	to	collect
foreign	intelligence	had	shrunk	drastically	because	of	budget	cuts	and
bureaucratic	reorganizations	in	the	government.	The	State	Department	began
small-scale	collections	against	the	Central	Powers	in	1916,	but	it	wasn't	until	the
United	States	declared	war	on	Germany	in	1917	that	Army	and	Navy
intelligence	finally	received	more	money	and	personnel.	By	that	time,	it	was	too
late	to	increase	their	intelligence	output	to	aid	the	cause	very	much.

The	most	significant	advance	for	US	intelligence	during	the	war	was	the
establishment	of	a	permanent	communications	intelligence	agency	in	the	Army,
what	would	become	the	forerunner	of	the	National	Security	Agency.	Meanwhile,
the	Secret	Service,	the	New	York	Police	Department,	and	military

http://www.cia.gov


the	Secret	Service,	the	New	York	Police	Department,	and	military
counterintelligence	aggressively	thwarted	numerous	German	covert	actions
inside	the	United	States,	including	psychological	warfare,	political	and	economic
operations,	and	dozens	of	sabotage	attempts	against	British-owned	firms	and
factories	supplying	munitions	to	Britain	and	Russia.

45.	How	effective	was	U.S.	foreign	intelligence	gathering	during	World	War
I?
(A)	Very	effective;	it	stopped	much	domestic	sabotage.
(B)	Not	very	effective;	it	depended	on	the	New	York	Police	Department.
(C)	It	was	limited	because	of	pre-war	budget	cuts.
(D)	It	was	excellent	at	psychological	warfare.



The	Extended	Response
Time:	25	minutes

Your	assignment:	Develop	an	argument	on	how	the	following	passage
reflects	an	enduring	issue	in	American	history.	(Note:	An	enduring	issue	is
one	that	“reflects	the	founding	principles	of	the	United	States	and	is	an
important	idea	that	people	often	grapple	with	as	new	situations	arise”
[GED.com].)	Incorporate	material	from	the	passage,	the	14th	Amendment,	and
your	own	knowledge	of	the	enduring	issues	and	the	controversy	surrounding
this	specific	issue	to	support	your	argument.

14th	Amendment	of	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States
Section	1.	All	persons	born	or	naturalized	in	the	United	States,	and
subject	to	the	jurisdiction	thereof,	are	citizens	of	the	United	States	and
of	the	State	wherein	they	reside.	No	State	shall	make	or	enforce	any	law
which	shall	abridge	the	privileges	or	immunities	of	citizens	of	the
United	States;	nor	shall	any	State	deprive	any	person	of	life,	liberty,	or
property,	without	due	process	of	law;	nor	deny	to	any	person	within	its
jurisdiction	the	equal	protection	of	the	laws.
The	Defense	of	Marriage	Act	(DOMA),	passed	in	1996,	made	it
possible	for	state	governments	to	refuse	to	recognize	same-sex	marriage
granted	in	other	jurisdictions.	Section	3	of	the	Act	made	it	impossible
for	same-sex	couples	to	receive	spousal	benefits	and	any	other	federal
benefits,	from	health	insurance	to	social	security	benefits.	That	section
was	ruled	unconstitutional	in	2013.	The	second	section	of	DOMA
continues	to	exist.	It	exempts	states,	tribes,	and	possessions	of	the
United	States	from	the	Constitutional	requirements	to	recognize
marriages	formalized	in	another	state.	Any	state	can	refuse	to	recognize
same-sex	marriages	formalized	elsewhere.	The	Constitution	guarantees
that	marriages	performed	in	any	state	are	recognized	in	every	other
state,	but	the	remnants	of	DOMA	grant	states	an	exemption	on	same-
sex	marriage.
For	the	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	(LGBT)	community,	this
means	that	discrimination	remains	in	effect	in	numerous	states	that
have	not	made	same-sex	marriage	legal.	Discrimination	of	any	kind	is



have	not	made	same-sex	marriage	legal.	Discrimination	of	any	kind	is
in	theory	inappropriate,	and	yet	the	continuation	of	the	second	section
of	the	Defense	of	Marriage	Act	allows	it.	This,	too,	is	in	direct	violation
of	Section	1	of	the	14th	Amendment.	Further,	there	are	no	federal	laws
that	prohibit	discrimination	based	on	sexual	orientation,	and	in	any
case,	they	generally	would	not	apply	to	the	private	sector	or	religious
organizations.	More	than	half	of	the	states	have	no	prohibitions	against
discrimination	based	on	sexual	orientation	or	identity.
There	has	been	obvious	progress.	The	military	has	ended	the	policy	of
“Don't	ask,	don't	tell”	and	ended	discrimination	based	on	sexual
orientation.	Some	states	now	allow	same-sex	marriages	and	more	have
some	degree	of	legal	protections	against	discrimination	based	on	sexual
orientation.	Discrimination	based	on	sexual	orientation	is	not	permitted
in	federal	health	care	programs,	and	there	is	some	limited	protection
under	federal	hate	crime	laws.	The	Equal	Employment	Opportunity
Commission	ruled	in	2011	and	again	in	2012	that	job	discrimination
based	on	sexual	orientation	also	is	a	form	of	discrimination	covered	by
the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964.	Despite	all	these	changes,	there	is	much
left	to	do.
To	be	a	nation	truly	committed	to	equal	rights	for	all,	there	must	be
federal	legislation	that	applies	across	the	country,	public,	and	private
sector	alike.	The	hodgepodge	of	state	legislation	is	not	adequate,	and
the	statement	by	President	Obama	that	the	federal	government	would
no	longer	enforce	Section	2	of	the	14th	Amendment	is	not	enough.
There	must	be	clear	direction	and	leadership.	Without	such,	there	is	no
equality	of	rights.









Chapter	7



Section	3:	Science
The	Science	section	consists	of	multiple-choice,	fill-in-the-blank,	drop-down,
drag-and-drop,	hot-spot,	and	short-answer	items	intended	to	measure	general
concepts	in	science.	The	questions	are	based	on	short	passages	that	may	include
a	graph,	chart,	or	figure.	Study	the	information	given	and	then	answer	the
question(s)	following	it.	Refer	to	the	information	as	often	as	necessary	in
answering	the	questions,	but	remember	that	you	have	a	time	limit,	and	you
should	try	to	spend	as	little	time	on	any	item	as	you	can	and	still	get	the	correct
answer.

You	havehort	Answer	90	minutes	to	complete	this	section	including	answering	a
short-answer	prompt,	which	should	take	about	10	minutes.	The	answers	and
explanations	to	this	section’s	questions	are	in	Chapter	9.	Go	through	the
explanations	to	all	the	questions,	even	for	the	ones	you	answered	correctly.	The
explanations	are	a	good	review	of	the	techniques	we	discuss	throughout	the
book.

	Unless	you	require	accommodations,	you’ll	be	taking	the	GED	test
on	a	computer.	Instead	of	marking	your	answers	on	a	separate	answer
sheet,	like	you	do	for	the	practice	test	sections	in	this	book,	you’ll	see
clickable	ovals	and	fill-in-the-blank	text	boxes,	and	you’ll	be	able	to
click	with	your	mouse	and	drag	and	drop	items	where	indicated.	We
formatted	the	questions	and	answer	choices	in	this	book	to	make	them
appear	as	similar	as	possible	to	what	you’ll	see	on	the	computer-based
test,	but	we	had	to	retain	some	A,	B,	C,	D	choices	for	marking	your
answers,	and	we	provide	an	answer	sheet	for	you	to	do	so.

Science	Test
Time:	90	minutes
Directions:	Read	each	item	carefully	and	mark	your	answer	on	the	answer
sheet	provided	by	filling	in	the	corresponding	oval	or	writing	your	answer	in
the	blank	box.



Questions	1–2	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Insulation
During	the	winter,	you	need	something	to	keep	warmth	in	the	house	and	cold	air
out.	In	the	summer,	you	need	something	to	keep	heat	outside	and	cooler	air
inside.	What	you	need	is	insulation.

Insulation	reduces	or	prevents	the	transfer	of	heat	(called	thermal	transfer)	from
the	inside	out	or	the	outside	in.	Fiberglass	and	plastic	foam	provide	such
insulation	because	they	contain	trapped	air.	Normally,	air	is	not	a	good	insulator
because	the	currents	in	air	transfer	the	heat	from	one	place	to	another.	Trapping
the	air	in	small	places,	however,	slows	or	prevents	the	transfer	of	heat.	Think
about	these	little	packets	of	air	the	next	time	you	sit	in	a	warm	house,	safe	from
the	frigid	air	of	winter.

Joe	J.J.	Johnson,	the	world-famous	architect	and	building	supervisor,	has
developed	a	standard	vacation	home	that	he	builds	for	his	clients.	This	house	has
one	floor-to-ceiling	glass	wall	that	overlooks	the	best	feature	of	the	client's	lot.
The	other	walls	are	cinder	block	covered	with	a	cosmetic	coat	of	concrete.

Mr.	Johnson	has	been	hired	to	build	one	of	his	famous	designs	for	a	client	who
lives	in	Juno,	Alaska,	in	a	huge	home	with	a	spectacular	view	of	the	Gastineau
Channel.	The	client	has	requested	a	variation	on	the	standard	design	to	reduce
his	heating	costs.

1.	What	variation	would	make	the	most	sense	to	reduce	the	heating	costs?
(A)	Have	a	floor-to-ceiling	window	facing	away	from	the	channel	toward
the	front	of	the	property.

(B)	Replace	the	floor-to-ceiling	window	with	a	cinder	block	wall.
(C)	Order	curtains	to	cover	the	floor-to-ceiling	window.
(D)	Order	an	oversized	furnace.

2.	What	other	ways	could	the	homeowner	consider	to	reduce	the	cost	of
energy	to	heat	the	house?
(A)	Add	as	much	additional	insulation	as	possible.
(B)	Use	the	house	only	during	the	summer	months.
(C)	Wear	clothing	with	thermal	padding	in	the	house.
(D)	All	of	the	above.



(D)	All	of	the	above.

Questions	3–5	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Metabolism
The	process	of	metabolism	is	an	essential	process	in	every	living	cell.
Metabolism	allows	the	cell	to	obtain	and	distribute	energy,	which	is	necessary
for	survival.	Light	from	the	sun	is	absorbed	and	converted	into	chemical	energy
by	photosynthesis,	and	it	is	this	chemical	energy	that	is	necessary	for	animals	to
survive.

One	of	the	primary	carbohydrates	derived	from	plants	is	glucose.	Through	a
process	called	glycolysis,	energy	is	obtained	from	glucose.	This	reaction	takes
place	in	mitochondria,	and	the	glucose	molecule	is	broken	down	into	pyruvic
acids,	which	are	further	broken	down	into	molecules,	such	as	ethanol	and	lactic
acid.	This	process	is	cyclical	as	the	energy	produced	keeps	the	fermentation
going.

Pyruvic	acids	are	broken	down	to	carbon	dioxide	and	water	by	respiration,
which	releases	far	more	energy.	What	started	out	as	sunlight	has	become	through
photosynthesis	the	energy	that	keeps	animals	alive.

3.	How	do	animals	depend	on	plants	to	stay	alive?
(A)	Animals	need	the	shade	provided	by	plants.
(B)	Cures	for	some	diseases	originate	in	plants.
(C)	Plants	provide	a	comfortable	environment	for	animals.
(D)	Plants	provide	animals	with	chemical	potential	energy.

4.	What	would	happen	to	a	plant	if	you	covered	it	with	a	cloth	that	does	not
allow	light	to	pass	through	it?
(A)	The	plant	would	stop	growing.
(B)	The	leaves	would	shrivel.
(C)	The	flower	would	fall	off.
(D)	The	plant	would	starve	to	death.

5.	The	chemical	that	is	key	to	providing	animals	with	energy	is	 .

Questions	6–7	refer	to	the	following	passage.



Velocity	and	Speed
There	is	a	difference	between	speed	and	velocity,	though	sometimes	you	see	the
words	used	interchangeably.	The	velocity	of	a	body	is	its	rate	of	motion	in	a
specific	direction,	such	as	a	bicycle	traveling	34	miles	per	hour	due	east.
Because	velocity	has	both	magnitude	(34	miles	per	hour)	and	direction	(due
east),	it	can	be	represented	by	a	vector.

Speed	has	a	magnitude	only.	If	a	bicycle	travels	at	a	speed	of	28	miles	per	hour,
you	know	its	magnitude	(28	miles	per	hour)	but	not	its	direction.	Because	speed
has	a	magnitude	but	not	a	direction,	it	can	be	represented	as	a	scalar.

6.	If	force	is	defined	as	that	which	is	required	to	change	the	state	or	motion	of
an	object	in	magnitude	and	direction,	how	should	it	be	represented?
(A)	wavy	lines
(B)	straight	line
(C)	scalar
(D)	vector

7.	A	GPS	is	a	device	that	shows	you	your	position	on	Earth	and	can	give	you
directions	to	get	to	another	location	on	Earth.	The	directions	given	by	a
GPS	are	really	in	the	form	of	 .

Questions	8–9	refer	to	the	following	diagram,	which	is	excerpted	from
Physical	Science:	What	the	Technology	Professional	Needs	to	Know,	by	C.
Lon	Enloe,	Elizabeth	Garnett,	Jonathan	Miles,	and	Stephen	Swanson	(Wiley).
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8.	What	properties	of	water	and	steam	allow	Newcomen's	steam	engine	to
operate?
(A)	Water	is	heavier	than	steam.
(B)	Steam	condenses	when	cooled,	occupying	less	space.
(C)	The	boiler	provides	the	energy	to	move	the	pump.
(D)	The	pump	rod	is	heavy	enough	to	pull	the	arm	down.

9.	What	effect	does	the	condensation	of	steam	in	the	cylinder	with	the	piston
have	on	the	pump	that	fills	the	cistern?
(A)	It	controls	the	fire	in	the	boiler.
(B)	It	pumps	water	from	the	cistern	to	the	boiler.
(C)	It	causes	the	pump	to	fill	the	cistern	with	water.
(D)	It	forces	the	piston	down.

Question	10	refers	to	the	following	figure.
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10.	If	the	number	of	consumers	in	an	ecosystem	began	to	multiply	without
control,	the	result	to	the	balance	of	the	ecosystem	would	be	 .

Questions	11–14	refer	to	the	following	passage.

The	Big	Bang	Theory
It	is	hard	enough	to	imagine	the	universe	as	it	is	now	and	even	harder	to	create	a
theory	about	how	it	all	began.	In	the	1940s,	George	Gamow	began	to	develop
such	a	theory.	Georges	Lemaitre,	another	scientist,	had	also	been	working	on	the
problem,	and	Gamow	used	some	of	the	ideas	of	Lemaitre	to	develop	his	theory.

Gamow	proposed	the	following	theory:	Somewhere	between	10	and	21	billion
years	ago,	there	was	a	giant	explosion	in	space.	Before	the	explosion,	the
universe	was	the	size	of	an	atomic	nucleus,	with	a	temperature	of	about	10
billion	degrees.	The	explosion	started	the	expansion	of	the	universe.	Quarks,	or
elemental	particles,	existed	in	huge	numbers.

Within	a	millisecond,	the	universe	had	expanded	to	the	size	of	a	grapefruit.	The
temperature	cooled	to	1	billion	degrees.	The	quarks	began	to	clump	into	protons
and	neutrons.	Minutes	later,	the	universe	was	still	too	hot	for	electrons	and
protons	to	form	into	atoms:	a	super-hot,	fog-like	environment.

With	passing	time	and	cooling	temperatures,	nuclear	reactions	took	place,	and
within	300,000	years,	atoms	of	hydrogen	and	helium	began	to	emerge.	As	the
atoms	formed,	light	began	to	shine.	The	universe	was	taking	shape.

Gravity	began	to	act	on	the	atoms	and	transform	them	into	galaxies.	Within	1



Gravity	began	to	act	on	the	atoms	and	transform	them	into	galaxies.	Within	1
billion	years	of	that	first	great	explosion,	galaxies	and	stars	began	to	form.
Within	15	billion	years,	planets	began	to	emerge	from	the	heavy	elements
thrown	off	by	the	dying	of	stars.	The	universe	started	with	a	big	bang	and
continues	to	grow	and	change	according	to	this	theory.

11.	The	temperature	of	the	first	tiny	particles	was	thought	to	be	
billion	degrees.

12.	For	galaxies	to	have	been	transformed	from	atoms,	what	was	necessary?
(A)	heat
(B)	pressure
(C)	centrifugal	force
(D)	gravity

13.	This	theory	is	called	the	“Big	Bang”	because
(A)	An	interplanetary	war	created	a	void,	which	the	planets	were	formed	to
fill.

(B)	An	immense	explosion	created	the	planets.
(C)	Hydrogen	causes	immense	explosions	when	ignited.
(D)	The	explosion	was	very	loud.

14.	How	is	the	formation	of	hydrogen	and	helium	atoms	related	to	the
possible	destruction	from	an	atomic	bomb?
(A)	Both	use	hydrogen.
(B)	No	relation	exists.
(C)	Both	result	from	explosions.
(D)	Both	are	nuclear	reactions.

Questions	15–17	refer	to	the	following	passage.

The	Jellyfish
One	of	the	creatures	living	in	all	the	world's	oceans	is	the	jellyfish.	Although	it
lives	in	the	ocean,	it	is	not	a	fish.	The	jellyfish	is	an	invertebrate	—	that	is,	an
animal	lacking	a	backbone.	Not	only	does	it	lack	a	backbone,	but	the	jellyfish
also	has	no	heart,	blood,	brain,	or	gills	and	is	more	than	95	percent	water.

Around	the	bell-like	structure	of	the	body,	the	jellyfish	has	tentacles	—	long



Around	the	bell-like	structure	of	the	body,	the	jellyfish	has	tentacles	—	long
tendrils	that	contain	stinging	cells	—	which	are	used	to	capture	prey.	The
movement	of	the	prey	triggers	the	sensory	hair	in	the	stinging	cell,	and	the	prey
is	then	in	trouble.

Unfortunately,	people	are	also	in	trouble	if	they	get	too	close	to	the	tentacles	of	a
jellyfish.	The	stings	are	not	fatal	to	humans	but	can	cause	a	great	deal	of
discomfort.

15.	Why	is	a	jellyfish	classified	as	an	invertebrate?
(A)	It	has	tentacles.
(B)	It	has	a	small	brain.
(C)	It	has	a	primitive	circulatory	system.
(D)	It	has	no	backbone.

16.	What	are	the	possible	consequences	for	a	swimmer	swimming	in	the
vicinity	of	a	school	of	jellyfish?
(A)	They	look	weird.
(B)	Swimmers	can	get	caught	in	the	tentacles.
(C)	Swimmers	may	accidentally	swallow	a	jellyfish.
(D)	The	jellyfish	may	sting	the	swimmer,	and	the	stings	are	painful.

17.	Why	do	most	small	ocean	creatures	try	to	avoid	jellyfish?
(A)	Jellyfish	get	in	the	way	of	the	fish	when	they	are	feeding.
(B)	Jellyfish	sting	and	eat	small	ocean	creatures.
(C)	Fish	are	afraid	of	the	strange-looking	creatures.
(D)	Jellyfish	and	ocean	creatures	compete	for	the	same	food	sources.

Questions	18–25	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Laws	of	Conservation
You	are	faced	with	laws	every	day.	You	cannot	speed	on	the	roads,	and	you
cannot	park	wherever	you	choose.

Science	has	its	laws	as	well.	One	such	law	is	that	energy	cannot	be	created	or
destroyed.	This	law,	called	the	law	of	conservation	of	energy,	makes	sense
because	you	cannot	create	something	from	nothing.	If	you	have	an	electrical



because	you	cannot	create	something	from	nothing.	If	you	have	an	electrical
charge,	you	cannot	simply	make	it	disappear.

A	further	law	of	conservation	is	the	law	of	conservation	of	matter,	which	says
that	matter	cannot	be	created	or	destroyed.	This	means	that	when	a	chemical
change	occurs,	the	total	mass	of	an	object	remains	constant.	When	you	melt	an
ice	cube,	the	water	that	results	is	neither	heavier	nor	lighter	than	the	original	ice
cube.

18.	Trees	are	damaged	when	struck	by	lightning,	but	the	lightning	is	nowhere
apparent	afterward.	Because	lightning	is	a	form	of	energy,	what	would
explain	the	apparent	disappearance	of	the	energy	in	the	lightning?
(A)	The	energy	in	the	lightning	disappears.
(B)	The	energy	in	the	lightning	must	be	conserved	and	is	transformed	into
another	form	of	energy	that	affects	the	tree.

(C)	The	tree	absorbs	the	lightning	and	stores	the	energy	for	future	use.
(D)	Lightning	striking	the	tree	creates	new	energy,	which	damages	the	tree.

19.	What	is	the	purpose	of	laws	in	science?
(A)	Science	is	an	ordered	discipline,	and	the	laws	provide	the	requisite
order.

(B)	Laws	set	parameters	within	which	scientists	can	proceed	with	their
investigations.

(C)	Laws	make	it	easier	to	study	science	because	they	provide	a	logical
order	to	the	information	studied.

(D)	All	of	the	above.

20.	When	a	magician	makes	a	rabbit	appear	in	a	hat,	it	is	an	example	of	which
law	of	science?
(A)	conservation	of	energy
(B)	conservation	of	matter
(C)	creation	of	illusion
(D)	conservation	of	resources

21.	When	an	iceberg	melts	as	a	result	of	temperature	changes,	the	law	of
science	that	is	being	best	illustrated	is	 .



22.	When	you	take	a	dead	battery	out	of	your	flashlight,	what	has	happened	to
its	original	charge?
(A)	It	has	been	converted	into	light.
(B)	It	has	disappeared.
(C)	The	battery	has	worn	out.
(D)	The	energy	has	been	destroyed.

23.	How	would	a	scientist	categorize	the	result	of	adding	3	ounces	of	water	to
1	ounce	of	salt?
(A)	An	example	of	the	law	of	conservation	of	energy	in	that	the	amount	of
energy	would	be	the	same	afterward	as	before.

(B)	You	will	end	up	with	1	ounce	of	salty	water.
(C)	The	salt	will	disappear,	and	all	that	will	remain	is	water.
(D)	An	example	of	the	law	of	conservation	of	mass	in	that	the	total	mass
will	remain	the	same.

24.	A	ball	rolling	down	a	hill	cannot	stop	by	itself.	What	law	of	science
explains	this?
(A)	There	is	a	bump	on	the	road.
(B)	The	ball	has	no	brakes.
(C)	The	energy	from	rolling	down	the	hill	can't	disappear.
(D)	The	theory	of	the	laws	of	conservation	keeps	the	ball	from	stopping.

25.	What	is	the	purpose	of	laws	in	science?
(A)	They	summarize	the	results	of	a	group	of	experimental	results	in	a	form
that	can	be	understood	and	remembered.

(B)	They	represent	the	sum	of	positive	reproducible	experimental	results	in
a	coherent	summary	statement.

(C)	They	represent	the	mathematical	or	verbal	summary	of	a	series	of
diverse	experimental	results	that	may	not	otherwise	be	recognized	as
related.

(D)	All	of	the	above.



Questions	26–28	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Why	Do	Birds	Fly	South	for	the	Winter?
Every	fall,	the	sky	is	full	of	birds	flying	south	for	the	winter.	However,	you	can
still	see	a	few	birds	in	the	northern	part	of	the	country	during	the	winter.
Scientists	have	advanced	theories	about	this	phenomenon.

Some	birds	eat	insects	for	food.	In	winter,	many	species	of	birds	fly	south,
because	that's	where	the	food	exists.	In	southern	states,	insects	are	available	all
year	long,	providing	a	banquet	for	the	birds,	whereas	in	the	northern	parts	of	the
country,	insects	(as	well	as	other	food	sources,	such	as	seeds	and	berries)	are
scarce	or	even	nonexistent	during	the	winter.	The	birds	fly	south	for	winter	to
follow	the	food.	In	the	spring,	as	insects	once	again	become	plentiful	in	the
northern	states,	the	birds	still	follow	the	food,	this	time	to	the	north.

26.	Why	do	migratory	birds	return	to	the	northern	states	in	the	spring?
(A)	They	miss	their	summer	homes.
(B)	It	gets	too	hot	in	the	southern	states.
(C)	They	are	able	to	find	food	again.
(D)	They	fly	north	out	of	habit.

27.	How	is	the	population	of	insects	in	a	geographical	area	related	to	the
regular	migratory	pattern	of	birds?
(A)	Insects	bite	the	birds.
(B)	The	insects	lead	the	birds	south.
(C)	Some	birds	eat	insects.
(D)	Birds	have	a	habit	of	always	eating	the	same	insects.

28.	Why	are	scientists	interested	in	the	migration	of	birds?
(A)	It	happens	regularly	and	apparently	without	reason.
(B)	Scientists	like	to	go	south.
(C)	Someone	asked	the	scientists	about	it.
(D)	Scientists	look	for	connections	between	caterpillars	and	travel.

Questions	29–30	refer	to	the	following	passage.



The	Law	of	Unintended	Consequences
Lake	Victoria	is	the	largest	freshwater	lake	in	Africa.	It	once	had	abundant	fish,
which	provided	protein	for	the	local	people	who	ate	the	fish.	Unfortunately,	a
new	species	—	the	Nile	Perch	—	was	introduced	into	the	lake	by	fishermen
looking	for	a	challenging	fishing	experience	to	attract	their	share	of	tourists
interested	in	exploring	the	area.

The	Nile	Perch	is	an	aggressive	predator	and	had	no	natural	enemies	in	Lake
Victoria.	It	quickly	ate	up	large	numbers	of	the	smaller	fish,	which	affected	the
diets	of	the	local	population.	These	smaller	fish	ate	algae	and	parasite-bearing
snails.	Without	the	smaller	fish	eating	them,	the	live	algae	spread	over	the
surface	of	the	lake.	Dead	algae	sank	to	the	bottom	of	the	lake	and	decayed,	a
process	that	consumed	oxygen	necessary	for	the	fish	living	deep	in	the	lake.

The	snails,	without	natural	predators,	and	the	parasites	they	carried	multiplied,
creating	a	serious	health	hazard	to	the	population.	The	introduction	of	a	fish	to
encourage	tourism	had	a	detrimental	effect	on	the	lake	and	the	population	that
depended	on	it.

29.	What	human	intervention	caused	the	destruction	of	the	ecological	balance
in	Lake	Victoria?
(A)	shrinking	populations	of	snails
(B)	freshwater	lake
(C)	growing	populations	of	smaller	fish
(D)	the	Nile	Perch

30.	Why	is	it	seldom	beneficial	to	introduce	a	foreign	species	into	a	stable
environment?
(A)	The	foreign	species	has	plenty	of	predators.
(B)	The	other	species	in	the	lake	would	not	have	to	compete	for	food.
(C)	The	foreign	species	is	bad	for	sport	fishermen.
(D)	The	foreign	species	can	upset	the	ecological	balance.

Questions	31–34	refer	to	the	following	table,	which	is	adapted	from	Hands-On
General	Science	Activities	with	Real-Life	Applications,	by	Pam	Walker	and
Elaine	Wood	(Wiley).



Space	Travel

Characteristic Moon Mars

Distance	from	Earth 239,000	miles 48,600,000	miles

Gravity 1/6	Earth's	gravity 1/3	Earth's	gravity

Atmosphere None Thin	carbon	dioxide,	1%	air	pressure	of	Earth

Trip	time 3	days 1.88	Earth	years

Communication	time 2.6	seconds,	round	trip 10	to	41	minutes,	round	trip

31.	If	you	were	an	aeronautical	engineer	planning	a	journey	to	Mars,	why
would	you	prefer	to	go	to	a	space	station	on	the	moon	and	then	launch	the
rocket	to	Mars	instead	of	going	directly	from	Earth	to	Mars?
(A)	Lower	gravity	on	the	moon	means	you	need	less	fuel	for	the	launch.
(B)	You	have	more	space	to	take	off	and	land	on	the	moon.
(C)	No	atmosphere	means	an	easier	takeoff.
(D)	The	moon	is	closer	to	Earth	than	Mars.

32.	If	you	were	a	communications	engineer	trying	to	establish	a	safety
network	to	warn	a	rocket	ship	of	dangers,	where	would	you	place	the
transmitter	for	this	rocket	ship's	journey	to	Mars?
(A)	on	the	moon
(B)	on	Earth
(C)	on	Mars
(D)	not	enough	information	given

33.	Why	would	a	trip	to	the	moon	be	a	better	first	choice	than	a	trip	to	Mars
for	space	travelers?
(A)	You	can	see	the	moon	from	Earth	without	a	telescope.
(B)	The	time	of	the	trip	is	much	shorter.
(C)	The	moon	has	a	better	atmosphere.
(D)	There	are	already	space	vehicles	on	the	moon.

34.	If	you	held	a	pole-vaulting	contest	on	the	moon	and	Mars,	the	same
contestant	would	vault	higher	with	the	same	expenditure	of	energy	on	



.

Questions	35–37	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Heredity,	Then	and	Now
How	often	have	you	seen	a	young	child	and	said,	“She	takes	after	her	parents”?
Many	traits	in	a	child	do	come	from	her	parents.	Physical	and	other
characteristics,	such	as	hair	color	and	nose	shape,	are	transmitted	from	one
generation	to	the	next.	These	characteristics,	passed	from	one	generation	to	the
next,	exist	because	of	genetic	code.

The	first	scientist	to	experiment	with	heredity	was	Gregor	Mendel	during	the
19th	century.	Mendel	experimented	with	pea	plants	and	noted	that	characteristics
appearing	in	“child”	plants	were	similar	to	the	“parent”	plants.	Mendel
hypothesized	that	these	characteristics	were	carried	from	generation	to
generation	by	“factors.”	It	took	many	years	of	research	to	understand	why
children	often	look	like	their	parents,	but	genetic	code	is	now	the	basis	of	the
study	of	heredity.

35.	According	to	the	passage,	 	is	a	primary	determinant	for
characteristics	of	the	next	generation.

36.	The	factors	that	Mendel	hypothesized	carried	traits	from	one	generation	to
the	next	is
(A)	traits
(B)	protons
(C)	genetic	code

37.	If	you	want	to	grow	monster-sized	pumpkins,	from	what	kind	of
pumpkins	do	you	want	to	get	seeds	to	increase	the	probability	of	growing
larger-than-average	pumpkins?
(A)	orange	pumpkins
(B)	monster-sized	pumpkins
(C)	larger-than-average	pumpkins
(D)	healthy	pumpkins

Questions	38–39	refer	to	the	following	passage.



The	Space	Shuttle
NASA	has	designed	and	built	six	space	shuttles:	Atlantis,	Challenger,	Columbia,
Discovery,	Endeavor,	and	Enterprise.	The	space	shuttles	are	made	up	of	two
distinct	parts:	the	orbiter	and	the	booster	rocket.	The	booster	rocket	provides	the
additional	thrust	to	get	the	space	shuttle	away	from	the	gravitational	pull	of	the
earth.	The	orbiter	carries	the	people	and	payload	as	well	as	the	workings	of	the
shuttle.	In	a	space	flight,	the	booster	is	jettisoned	after	clearing	the	earth's
gravitational	pull,	and	the	orbiter	continues	on	its	way.

38.	Why	would	the	booster	be	jettisoned	during	flight?
(A)	because	the	shuttle	needs	to	add	weight
(B)	to	increase	the	size	of	the	shuttle
(C)	to	make	the	shuttle	less	maneuverable	for	landing
(D)	because	it	is	no	longer	needed

39.	Which	part	of	a	shuttle	carries	the	payload?
(A)	booster
(B)	cockpit
(C)	orbiter
(D)	rocket

Questions	40–41	refer	to	the	following	figure,	which	is	excerpted	from
Physical	Science:	What	the	Technology	Professional	Needs	to	Know,	by	C.
Lon	Enloe,	Elizabeth	Garnett,	Jonathan	Miles,	and	Stephen	Swanson	(Wiley).

©John	Wiley	&	Sons,	Inc.

40.	Work	is	defined	as	the	product	of	force	times	displacement.	Consider	the
diagram.	If	the	force	of	gravity	is	greater	than	the	forces	being	exerted	by



the	muscles	controlling	the	hand,	what	would	happen?
(A)	Nothing	would	happen.
(B)	The	hand	would	move	downward.
(C)	The	hand	would	move	to	the	right.
(D)	The	hand	would	move	upward.

41.	If	an	athlete	knows	that	building	muscles	requires	doing	work	against	a
weight,	what	would	the	athlete	want	to	change	in	this	diagram?
(A)	Move	the	hand	upward	faster.
(B)	Add	weight	to	the	hand.
(C)	Close	the	fist	as	the	arm	is	raised.
(D)	Exhale	as	the	arm	is	raised.

Questions	42–43	refer	to	the	following	passage,	which	is	adapted	from	The
Sciences:	An	Integrated	Approach,	3rd	Edition,	by	James	Trefil	and	Robert	M.
Hazen	(Wiley).

Copying	DNA	Sequence
The	polymerase	chain	reaction	(PCR)	copies	a	sequence	of	DNA.	To	do	this,	a
strand	of	DNA	is	mixed	with	nucleotides	(DNA	precursors).	Nucleotides	target	a
specific	piece	of	DNA,	as	well	as	polymerase,	an	enzyme	that	helps	to	assemble
DNA.	Heat	is	applied	until	the	temperature	reaches	200°F.	The	energy	from	the
heating	separates	the	DNA	strands.	The	mixture	is	then	cooled	to	140°F.	At	this
temperature,	the	primers	attach	themselves	to	the	DNA	strands.	Raising	the
temperature	to	160°F	causes	the	nucleotides	to	begin	to	attach	to	the	DNA
strands.	After	all	this,	two	copies	of	the	DNA	are	created.

42.	To	separate	the	DNA	strands	during	the	polymerase	chain	reaction,	the
addition	of	 	is	necessary.

43.	To	clone	an	organism,	you	require	an	identical	DNA	blueprint.	The	PCR
is	something	a	scientist	who	is	interested	in	cloning	would	want	to	study
because	 .

Questions	44–45	refer	to	the	following	passage.



Dogs	and	Wolves	—	Relatives?
Current	scientific	theory	is	that	the	familiar	family	pet,	the	dog,	descended	from
the	wolf,	but	the	dog	has	taken	a	very	different	path.	The	dog	was	the	first
animal	to	be	domesticated,	right	around	the	end	of	the	Ice	Age.

Dogs	are	part	of	an	extended	family	called	Canidae,	which	contains	38	different
species.	Jackals,	foxes,	wolves,	and	dogs	are	all	part	of	this	family.	Although
they	are	related,	wolves	and	dogs	are	different.	Wolves	have	smaller	heads	for
the	same	body	weight.	Dogs	have	smaller	teeth,	a	more	curved	lower	jaw,	and
eyes	that	are	more	rounded	and	forward	looking.	At	a	distance,	however,	many
of	these	differences	are	difficult	to	spot.

44.	What	feature	makes	the	wolf	better	adapted	to	hunting	in	the	wild?
(A)	heavier	coat
(B)	larger	body
(C)	larger	teeth
(D)	larger	paws

45.	What	attribute	of	dogs	makes	them	a	better	household	pet	than	other
members	of	the	Canidae	family?
(A)	There	are	many	types	of	dogs	to	choose	from.
(B)	Dogs	were	domesticated.
(C)	Dogs	protect	people's	houses.
(D)	Dogs	can	help	the	visually	impaired.

Questions	46–48	refer	to	the	following	passage.

Isotopes
Isotopes	are	chemical	cousins.	They	are	related	to	each	other,	but	each	isotope
has	slightly	different	—	but	related	—	atoms.	Each	of	the	related	atoms	has	the
same	number	of	protons	but	a	different	number	of	neutrons.	Because	the	number
of	electrons	or	protons	determines	the	atomic	number,	isotopes	have	the	same
atomic	number.

The	number	of	neutrons	determines	the	mass	number.	Because	the	number	of
neutrons	in	each	isotope	is	different,	the	mass	number	is	also	different.	These
cousins	all	have	different	mass	numbers	but	the	same	atomic	number.	Their
chemical	properties	are	similar	but	not	the	same.	Like	most	cousins,	they	have



chemical	properties	are	similar	but	not	the	same.	Like	most	cousins,	they	have
family	resemblances,	but	each	has	a	unique	personality.

46.	Different	elements	would	have	different	numbers	of	 .
47.	Isotopes	of	a	chemical	have	the	same
(A)	number	of	neutrons
(B)	mass	number
(C)	atomic	number

48.	A	scientist	has	found	related	atoms	in	two	different	substances.	If	both
atoms	have	the	same	atomic	number	but	different	mass	numbers,	what
preliminary	conclusion	can	be	reached	about	the	atoms?
(A)	They	are	the	same	substance.
(B)	They	are	isotopes.
(C)	They	are	different	substances.
(D)	One	is	a	compound	of	the	other.

Questions	49–50	refer	to	the	following	passage.

How	to	Survive	the	Winter
When	the	temperature	drops	and	the	wind	blows	cold,	you	may	think	of	animals
that	don't	have	homes	to	keep	out	the	cold	and	worry	about	their	ability	to
survive	the	winter.	Not	much	food	is	available,	temperatures	in	northern	states
go	into	the	sub-zero	range,	and	shelter	is	limited.	How	do	they	survive	the
winter?

Many	animals	can	find	shelter	and	hibernate	for	the	winter.	Hibernation	is	a
sleeplike	condition	in	which	the	animal's	heartbeat,	temperature,	and	metabolism
slow	down	to	adapt	to	the	colder	temperatures.	This	dormant	condition	prevents
their	starving	or	freezing	during	the	harsh	winters.

49.	To	survive	the	winter,	bears	do	what?
(A)	Live	in	warm	caves.
(B)	Grow	heavy	winter	coat.
(C)	Absorb	the	sun's	rays	to	keep	warm.
(D)	Find	a	safe	shelter	and	hibernate.



50.	Why	should	you	not	disturb	a	hibernating	animal?
(A)	It	gets	grouchy	when	awakened	suddenly.
(B)	It	could	have	trouble	falling	asleep	again.
(C)	You	should	never	bother	a	wild	animal.
(D)	It	would	not	be	able	to	find	enough	food	to	survive.



Short	Answer
Passage

Everyone	is	familiar	with	cheddar	cheese.	People	put	it	in	sandwiches,	on	top
of	hamburgers,	and	eat	it	as	a	snack.	People	seem	to	like	its	orange	color	and
slightly	sharp	taste,	but	what	if	they	were	served	a	slice	of	this	common	cheese
with	white	specks	on	its	surface?	Then	they	might	decide	on	another	type	of
cheese	for	their	next	snack	or	sandwich.	The	local	hamburger	emporium	may
decide	to	substitute	Swiss	cheese	for	cheddar	on	its	burgers	to	reduce
complaints.	These	white	spots	present	a	problem.

The	white	spots	are	a	substance	called	calcium	lactate	crystals	and	develop
most	often	on	the	surfaces	of	naturally	smoked	cheddar	cheese.	Producers	are
very	much	aware	of	the	problems	caused	by	calcium	lactate	crystals	as	you
can	tell	by	the	fact	that	naturally	smoked	cheddar	cheese	is	more	expensive
than	the	everyday	processed	cheddar,	and	it's	considered	more	of	a	gourmet
item.	Customers	who	pay	more	for	what	they	believe	is	a	better,	more	natural
product	do	not	appreciate	white	spots	on	the	surface	of	their	purchase.	The
other	problem	facing	retailers	and	wholesalers	of	naturally	smoked	cheddar	is
that	the	amount	of	calcium	lactate	crystals	increases	with	time	and	what	may
appear	to	be	clear	of	the	problem	one	day	could	look	very	different	with	the
passage	of	time.

Food	scientists	have	been	studying	these	white	spots	because	they	cause	a
problem	for	sellers	of	this	product.	Scientists	have	investigated	chemical
changes	that	may	or	may	not	occur	during	natural	smoking	that	could	produce
this	unwanted	substance.	In	order	to	proceed	with	this	study,	scientists	took	a
large	block	of	cheddar	and	cut	out	two	equal	and	equivalent	blocks	of	cheese.
They	smoked	one	block	in	a	commercial	smokehouse	and	stored	the	other
without	smoking.	After	two	days,	they	analyzed	the	samples	for	moisture,
lactate,	pH,	and	water-soluble	calcium.

The	results	proved	to	be	interesting.	The	smoked	sample	contained
significantly	lower	moisture	and	a	lower	pH	level.	There	was	a	higher	total
lactate-in-moisture	and	water-soluble	calcium-in-moisture	level	at	the	surface
of	the	samples.	After	a	period	of	ten	weeks,	there	were	some	changes	in	the
levels	with	the	pH,	total	lactate-in-moisture	and	water-soluble	calcium-in-
moisture	levels	remaining	constant.	It	was	concluded	that	the	smoking	process



moisture	levels	remaining	constant.	It	was	concluded	that	the	smoking	process
predisposes	the	cheddar	to	surface	calcium	lactate	crystal	formation.

Prompt

Why	would	a	scientist	be	interested	in	white	specks	on	cheddar	cheese	and
how	did	the	results	of	the	experiment	help	in	solving	the	problem?	Write	your
answer	in	the	space	provided.	This	task	may	require	approximately	10	minutes
to	complete.









Chapter	8



Section	4:	Mathematical
Reasoning

The	Mathematical	Reasoning	section	consists	of	a	series	of	questions	intended	to
measure	general	mathematics	skills	and	problem-solving	ability.	The	questions
are	based	on	short	readings	that	may	include	a	graph,	chart,	or	figure.

You	have	90	minutes	to	complete	this	section.	The	answers	and	explanations	to
this	section’s	questions	are	in	Chapter	9.	Go	through	the	explanations	to	all	the
questions,	even	for	the	ones	you	answered	correctly.	The	explanations	are	a	good
review	of	the	mathematical	techniques	we	discuss	throughout	the	book.

Formulas	you	may	need	are	given	on	the	page	before	the	first	test	question.	Only
some	of	the	questions	require	you	to	use	a	formula,	and	you	may	not	need	all	the
formulas	given.	Note:	If	you	can	memorize	the	formulas	and	understand	how	to
use	them,	you’ll	save	a	bit	of	time	on	the	test,	and	then	you	can	use	that	time
saved	for	review	or	for	harder	items	that	you	may	have	more	trouble	with.

	Unless	you	require	accommodations,	you’ll	be	taking	the	GED	test
on	a	computer.	Instead	of	marking	your	answers	on	a	separate	answer
sheet,	like	you	do	for	the	practice	test	sections	in	this	book,	you’ll	see
clickable	ovals	and	fill-in-the-blank	text	boxes,	and	you’ll	be	able	to
click	with	your	mouse	and	drag	and	drop	items	where	indicated.	We
formatted	the	question	and	answer	choices	in	this	book	to	make	them
appear	as	similar	as	possible	to	what	you’ll	see	on	the	computer-based
test,	but	we	had	to	retain	some	A,	B,	C,	D	choices	for	marking	your
answers,	and	we	provide	an	answer	sheet	for	you	to	do	so.

Mathematics	Formula	Sheet



Mathematical	Reasoning	Test
Time:	90	minutes
Directions:	Choose	the	appropriate	answer	for	each	question.	Mark	your
answers	on	the	answer	sheet	provided	by	filling	in	the	corresponding	oval,
writing	your	answer	in	the	blank	box	or	marking	your	answer	on	the	graph.

1.	Dharma	is	making	sale	signs	for	the	Super	Summer	Sale	at	the	Super	Saver
Swim	Shop.	Sales	tax	in	Dharma's	state	is	5%.	She	makes	a	series	of	signs:

Sign	A:	½	off	all	merchandise
Sign	B:	Buy	one	item,	get	the	second	item	of	equal	value	free
Sign	C:	50%	off	all	merchandise
Sign	D:	Nine	times	your	sales	tax	back



Sign	D:	Nine	times	your	sales	tax	back

What	would	a	shrewd	consumer	notice	about	the	signs?

(A)	Sign	A	offers	a	better	buy.
(B)	Sign	C	offers	the	worst	deal.
(C)	Sign	D	offers	the	worst	deal.
(D)	Sign	B	offers	a	better	deal.

2.	Daryl	is	framing	a	picture.	He	draws	the	following	diagram	to	help	him
make	it:
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Which	of	the	following	is	true	about	the	diagram?

(A)	ab	must	be	perpendicular	to	ad.
(B)	ab	must	be	parallel	to	bc.
(C)	ad	must	be	parallel	to	ab.
(D)	ab	and	dc	must	be	perpendicular.

3.	The	Hammerhill	family	is	building	a	deck	behind	their	house.	The	deck	is
to	be	16	feet	long	and	21	feet	wide,	and	the	decking	material	was	priced	at
$45.00	a	square	yard.	The	cost,	in	dollars,	of	the	decking	material	would	be	

.
4.	Margaret	Millsford,	the	Chief	Financial	Officer	of	Aggravated
Manufacturing	Corporation,	has	to	report	to	the	Board	of	Directors.	She	has



been	instructed	to	analyze	the	sales	of	each	of	the	company's	product	lines
and	recommend	dropping	the	least	profitable	line.	She	found	that	although
the	per-unit	profits	of	grommets	and	gadgets	were	the	same,	producing
widgets	off-shore	doubled	the	profit.	She	prepared	the	following	graph	to
demonstrate	the	relative	volumes	and	made	an	oral	presentation	to	illustrate
the	differing	profitability	of	off-shore	production	and	to	back	up	her
recommendation:
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Based	on	the	graph	and	Margaret's	oral	presentation,	her	recommendation
would	be	to	drop

(A)	widgets
(B)	grommets
(C)	gadgets
(D)	grommets	and	widgets

5.	Quan	is	obsessive	about	his	marks	and	how	they	compare	to	the	rest	of	his
class.	On	Quan's	final	report,	his	results	were	as	follows:

Computer	Studies:	97
English:	98
Mathematics:	99
Physical	Education:	87
Science:	97
Social	Studies:	94
Spanish:	86

The	results	for	Quan's	entire	class	were



The	results	for	Quan's	entire	class	were

Average:	93.27
Median:	96
Mode:	97
Range:	14

Calculate	Quan's	average,	median,	mode,	and	range,	and	then	compare
them	to	the	results	of	his	class.	If	Quan	is	most	concerned	about	being
admitted	to	college,	the	measure	he	should	be	most	concerned	about	is	

.

6.	Alice	was	trying	to	explain	how	the	length	of	time	she	could	run	each
morning	had	improved	each	month	since	she	started,	except	for	the	month
she	twisted	her	ankle.	She	drew	the	following	graph	to	show	her	friends
Mary	and	Kevin	the	average	length	of	time	(in	minutes)	she	ran	each	day
each	month:
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In	which	month	did	Alice	likely	twist	her	ankle?

(A)	June
(B)	February
(C)	August
(D)	September



7.	Dominic	and	Paula	were	comparing	their	report	cards,	as	follows:

Dominic's	Report	Card

Subject Grade	(%)

Mathematics 63

Social	Studies 76

Science 65

Language	Arts 84

Physical	Education 72

Paula's	Report	Card

Subject Grade	(%)

Mathematics 80

Social	Studies 64

Science 76

Language	Arts 72

Physical	Education 88

The	teacher	told	them	that	the	ratio	of	their	total	marks	was	very	close.
What	is	the	ratio	of	Paula's	marks	to	Dominic's	marks	on	these	report	cards?

(A)	9:10
(B)	18:19
(C)	10:9
(D)	19:18

8	In	the	series,	4,	6,	10,	18,	.	.	.	,	the	first	term	that	is	a	multiple	of	11	is	
.

9.	Simone	follows	the	stock	market	very	carefully.	She	has	been	following
Cowardly	Corporation	the	last	few	months,	keeping	track	of	her	research	in
the	following	table:

Date Closing	Price	(In	U.S.	Dollars)

August	7 15.03

August	17 16.12



September	1 14.83

September	9 15.01

September	16 14.94

September	20 15.06

September	23 15.17

September	24 15.19

Simone	bought	shares	of	the	stock	on	September	24	and	wants	to	make
money	before	selling	it.	She	paid	3%	commission	to	her	broker	for	buying
and	will	pay	the	same	again	for	selling.	What	is	the	lowest	price	(in	U.S.
dollars)	for	which	Simone	can	sell	each	of	her	shares	to	break	even?

(A)	$16.48
(B)	$16.13
(C)	$15.66
(D)	$20.00

10.	If	 ,	what	is	the	value	of	a?
(A)	0
(B)	–56
(C)	4
(D)	–4

Questions	11–12	refer	to	the	following	graph.
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11.	Calculate	the	slope	of	the	line	AB.	The	slope	of	AB	is	 .
12.	If	the	slope	of	AB	remains	the	same,	but	it	intercepts	the	y-axis	at	C	(0,	4),
where	does	it	intersect	the	x-axis?	Use	the	graph	on	the	answer	sheet	to
indicate	the	point	where	AB	intersects	the	x-axis.

13.	If	a	fire	is	built	in	the	center	of	a	square	barbeque	pit,	where	is	the	safest
place	to	stand	to	avoid	the	intense	heat	of	the	fire?
(A)	at	a	corner
(B)	along	the	left	side
(C)	along	the	right	side
(D)	not	enough	information	given

14.	Lydia	and	Wayne	are	shopping	for	carpets	for	their	home	and	are	looking
for	the	best	carpet	at	the	best	price.	Carnie's	Carpets	offers	them	a	wool
carpet	for	$21.50	per	square	yard.	Flora's	Flooring	says	they	will	match	that
same	carpet	for	only	$2.45	per	square	foot,	while	Dora's	Deep	Discount
offers	them	an	8-x-12-foot	rug	of	the	same	carpet	material	for	$210.24.
What	is	the	lowest	price	per	square	foot	offered	to	Lydia	and	Wayne?
(A)	$2.45
(B)	$21.90
(C)	$2.19
(D)	$2.39



15.	Miscellaneous	Appliances	Limited	is	concerned	about	its	output	at	Plant
A.	For	its	annual	report,	company	officials	prepared	the	following	graphs	to
show	the	output	for	each	quarter	of	the	last	two	years:
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Which	quarter	showed	a	dramatic	increase	in	production	in	2014?

(A)	third	quarter
(B)	first	quarter
(C)	fourth	quarter
(D)	second	quarter

16.	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Ngs	are	looking	to	expand	their	two-story	house	and	have
calculated	that	they	need	at	least	another	630	square	feet	to	live
comfortably.	They	want	to	use	the	basement	level	for	storage	and	the	rest
for	living.	A	contractor	quotes	them	$15.80	per	square	foot	for	the
renovation	without	redecoration.	A	real	estate	agent	tells	them	that	they	can
increase	the	value	of	their	home	by	about	$18,000	by	building	the	addition.
If	they	want	to	add	as	much	additional	space	as	possible	for	the	$18,000
they	will	recover,	they	would	have	to	add	 	additional	square	feet.

17.	An	experiment	involving	throws	of	a	20-sided	die	produced	the	following
results:

Throw Left-Handed Right-Handed



1 2 4

2 4 12

3 5 2

4 9 6

5 11 13

6 10 15

7 4 17

8 6 3

9 7 5

Use	the	graph	on	the	answer	sheet	to	indicate	the	point	that	represents	the
combined	medians	of	the	throws,	using	the	median	of	the	left-handed
results	as	the	x-value	and	the	median	of	the	right-handed	results	as	the	y-
value.

18.	LeeAnne	is	shopping	for	a	new	vehicle.	She	drives	about	18,000	miles	per
year.	She	is	most	concerned	about	the	cost	of	gasoline.	She	expects	gasoline
to	average	$3.50	a	gallon	during	the	five	years	she	will	own	the	car	and	is
basing	her	decision	on	that	price.	As	she	shops,	she	creates	a	chart	based	on
her	calculations:

Type	of	Vehicle Miles	per	Gallon

SUV 12.8

Sedan 19.6

2-door 19.5

All-wheel	drive 17.2

Sports	car 18.6

Based	on	her	criteria,	which	car	should	LeeAnne	buy?

(A)	SUV
(B)	sedan
(C)	2-door
(D)	sports	car

19.	Tom	is	worried	about	getting	to	the	GED	testing	center	on	time.	He



knows	that	he	averages	40	miles	per	hour	on	the	route	to	the	test.	If	the	test
site	is	47	miles	from	Tom's	house	and	he	wants	to	arrive	20	minutes	early,
how	do	you	figure	out	how	much	time	he	needs	to	leave	for	travel	and
waiting?
(A)	add	then	divide
(B)	multiply	then	add
(C)	divide	then	add
(D)	add	then	multiply

20.	Leonora	has	just	received	her	mid-term	report	card.	Her	grades	are	as
follows:

Leonora's	Report	Card

Subject Grade	(%)

English 84

Geography 78

Mathematics 68

Physical	Education 77

Physics 82

Her	average	grade	is	77.8%.	To	get	into	the	college	of	her	choice,	she	needs
an	average	of	80%.	English	is	her	best	subject.	By	how	many	percentage
points	will	her	English	score	have	to	go	up,	assuming	all	her	other	subjects
stay	the	same,	to	get	into	college?

(A)	8
(B)	9
(C)	10
(D)	11

21.	Sonia	has	an	amazing	recipe	for	rice.	For	each	1	cup	of	rice,	she	adds	2
cups	of	vegetable	soup	and	a	quarter	cup	of	lentils.	This	weekend,	Sonia	is
having	a	large	dinner	party	and	figures	she	needs	to	cook	3½	cups	of	rice
for	her	guests.	How	much	of	the	other	two	ingredients	should	she	use?
(A)	7	cups	of	soup	and	⅞	cup	of	lentils
(B)	3½	cups	of	soup	and	½	cup	of	lentils



(B)	3½	cups	of	soup	and	½	cup	of	lentils
(C)	7	cups	of	soup	and	1	cup	of	lentils
(D)	1	cup	of	soup	and	7	cups	of	lentils

22.	In	drawing	cards	from	a	deck,	any	single	card	has	an	equal	chance	of
being	drawn.	After	six	cards	have	been	drawn	and	removed,	what	is	the
probability	of	drawing	an	ace	of	hearts	if	it	has	not	yet	been	drawn?
(A)	1:50
(B)	1:48
(C)	1:46
(D)	1:44

23.	The	Symons	are	redecorating	a	room	in	their	house.	They	have	some
interesting	ideas.	They	want	to	put	a	rug	on	the	floor	surrounded	by	a
border	of	tiles.	They	are	considering	teak	paneling	halfway	up	each	wall.	In
addition,	they	may	cut	away	part	of	the	ceiling	to	put	in	a	skylight.	This	is	a
diagram	of	their	room:
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The	rug	costs	$7.50	a	square	foot,	and	tile	costs	$9.00	a	square	foot.	One
rug	they	like	is	16	feet	by	10	feet,	leaving	just	a	little	area	around	the	rug
for	tiles.	At	the	store,	however,	they	see	another	rug	that	is	only	12	feet	by	8
feet,	but	it's	just	the	right	pattern	and	colors	for	their	room.	Which	floor
treatment	is	less	expensive?

(A)	both	are	the	same	cost
(B)	the	larger	rug
(C)	the	smaller	rug	without	the	paneling
(D)	the	smaller	rug



24.	Brad	is	a	secret	shopper	for	the	Friendly	Furniture	store.	His	job	is	to	go
to	competitive	stores	and	price	a	series	of	items	to	make	sure	his	employer
can	advertise	that	he	has	the	best	prices.	His	boss	wants	to	start	a	new
advertising	campaign:	“Friendly	Furniture	—	always	lower	than	the
average	price	of	our	competitors.”	Brad's	job	is	to	shop	several	stores	to
make	sure	the	claim	is	accurate.	Brad's	results	are	recorded	in	the	following
table:

Which	item	cannot	be	advertised	as	“lower	than	the	average	price”?

(A)	couch
(B)	dining	room	set
(C)	loveseat
(D)	coffee	table

25.	In	a	pistachio-eating	contest,	Sarah	eats	48	pistachios	in	18	minutes.	If	she
could	maintain	her	rate	of	eating	pistachios,	she	could	eat	
pistachios	in	2	hours.

26.	Kevin	wants	to	paint	his	room,	which	is	9	feet	5	inches	long,	8	feet	3
inches	wide,	and	8	feet	2	inches	high.	The	paint	can	label	cautions	that	air
must	be	exchanged	in	the	room	every	12	minutes.	When	Kevin	looks	for
exhaust	fans	to	keep	the	air	moving,	he	finds	that	they	are	calibrated	in
cubic	feet	per	minutes.	The	operation	that	Kevin	has	to	perform	first	to
figure	out	which	size	fan	he	needs	is	 .

27.	Which	of	these	shapes	has	the	same	relationship	to	the	horizontal	after	a
90-degree	rotation	about	a	point	on	the	perimeter?
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(A)	isosceles	triangle
(B)	circle
(C)	pentagon
(D)	not	enough	information	given

28.	In	a	large	company,	the	top	four	positions	are	organized	as	follows:
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Each	department	has	the	following	budget:

Department Budget	($	Millions)

Operations 14.7

Human	Resources 2.1

Marketing 5.6

What	is	the	ratio	of	the	largest	budget	to	the	smallest	budget?	

29.	A	company	has	doubled	its	sales	from	the	first	to	the	third	quarters.	Graph
	indicates	this	pattern.
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30.	A	6-foot	tall	forester	standing	some	16	feet	from	a	tree	uses	his	digital
rangefinder	to	calculate	the	distance	between	his	eye	and	the	top	of	the	tree
to	be	25	feet.	How	tall	is	the	tree?
(A)	
(B)	
(C)	
(D)	not	enough	information



31.	Lawrie	is	trying	to	save	money,	so	she	keeps	her	money	in	both	checking
and	savings	accounts.	Each	week,	she	puts	$24.00	from	her	paycheck	into
her	savings	account.	However,	the	fourth	week,	she	overdraws	her	checking
account	by	$7.50,	and	the	bank	transfers	the	money	from	her	savings
account.	For	providing	this	service,	the	bank	charges	Lawrie	$10.00.	Her
savings	account	balance	after	the	fourth	week	is	$ .

32.	Sarah	is	negotiating	the	price	of	a	chair	for	her	room.	The	original	price
was	$96.00.	Store	A	offers	her	1/3	off.	Store	B	offers	her	a	discount	of
30%.	She	will	save	$ 	by	taking	the	lower	price.

Questions	33–34	are	based	on	the	following	information	and	figure.

While	a	rock	band	is	setting	up	for	a	concert,	the	audio	engineer	is
calibrating	the	amplifiers	used	for	the	concert.	He	has	an	instrument	that
develops	and	displays	a	graph	for	each	setting	on	the	amplifier	controls.
The	graph	appears	like	this:
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33.	From	the	graph,	calculate	the	volume	in	decibels	for	a	setting	of	10	on	the
amplifier.
(A)	20
(B)	30
(C)	50
(D)	100



34.	The	equation	that	produced	this	graph	is	V	=	S2,	where	V	is	the	volume	in
decibels	and	S	is	the	volume	setting.	If	the	volume	is	144,	what	is	the
volume	setting	on	the	amplifier?
(A)	9
(B)	10
(C)	11
(D)	12

35.	In	this	particular	auditorium,	the	volume	of	sound	decreases	by	half	for
every	10	feet	away	from	the	stage	a	person	sits.	If	the	volume	at	the	stage	is
144	decibels,	the	volume	in	decibels	for	a	person	sitting	20	feet	from	the
stage	will	be
(A)	36
(B)	48
(C)	60
(D)	72

36.	Gary	and	Georgina	George	bought	a	new	car	and	are	trying	to	estimate	the
gas	mileage.	The	new	car	travels	240	miles	at	a	cost	of	$54.00.	The	price	of
gasoline	is	$2.70	per	gallon.	They	estimate	that	the	car	will	get	18	miles	per
gallon.	The	actual	mileage	would	be	 	miles	per	gallon.

Question	37	is	based	on	the	following	figures,	which	are	reprinted	from
Physical	Science:	What	the	Technology	Professional	Needs	to	Know,	by	C.
Lon	Enloe,	Elizabeth	Garnett,	Jonathan	Miles,	and	Stephen	Swanson	(Wiley).
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37.	If	the	person	pictured	wants	to	remain	at	a	constant	temperature,	what
geometrical	shape	should	he	follow	as	a	path?
(A)	ellipse
(B)	line
(C)	square
(D)	circle

38.	Igor	is	in	charge	of	the	swimming	pool	at	the	local	recreation	center.	The
pool	is	120	feet	long	and	24	feet	wide	and	holds	12,902	cubic	feet	of	water.
The	average	depth	of	the	pool	in	feet	is	 .

Questions	39–42	refer	to	the	following	table.



*Annual	cost	includes	15,000	miles	driven	annually;	55%	of	the	miles	in	the	city	and	45%	on
the	highway;	standard	price	of	fuel

39.	If	you	were	in	the	market	for	a	car,	how	much	could	you	save,	in	dollars,
over	a	three-year	period,	by	buying	the	most	economical	car	over	the	least
economical	car?
(A)	983
(B)	2,520
(C)	5,469
(D)	2,949

40.	What	is	the	difference	in	miles	per	gallon	between	the	mean	city	mileage
and	the	median	of	the	city	mileages	for	these	vehicles?
(A)	1	2/3
(B)	1/3
(C)	17
(D)	2	1/2

41.	Use	the	graph	on	the	answer	sheet	to	indicate	the	results	for	Vehicle	A
with	the	difference	between	city	and	highway	mileage	as	the	appropriate
point	on	the	y-axis.

42.	To	solve	a	problem	in	her	mathematics	class,	Jan	had	to	solve	the
following	set	of	equations:



2x	+	3y	=	10
5x	+	6y	=	13
What	is	the	correct	value	of	y?
(A)	–8
(B)	–6
(C)	+6
(D)	+8

43.	An	international	survey	found	the	following	information	about
participation	in	adult	education:

Percent	of	Population	over	Age	21	Participating	in	Adult
Education	in	the	Year	2003

Country Tocal	Participation	Rate	(%)

Denmark 62.3

Hungary 17.9

Norway 43.1

Portugal 15.5

United	States 66.4

Compare	the	participation	rates	of	the	countries	with	the	highest	and	lowest
participation	rates	by	calculating	approximately	how	many	more	adults
participate	in	adult	education	in	the	country	with	the	highest	participation
rate	than	in	the	country	with	the	lowest	participation	rate.

(A)	2	times	as	many
(B)	4	times	as	many
(C)	6	times	as	many
(D)	8	times	as	many

44.	Gordon	has	the	following	six	bills	to	pay	this	month:

Bill	Payable	To Amount

Bedding	by	Vidalia $23.00

Chargealot	Credit	Corp. $31.00



Dink's	Department	Store $48.00

Furniture	Fit	for	a	Princess	Shoppe $13.00

Highest	Fidelity	Sound	Shop $114.00

Overpriced	Gas	Corporation $39.00

Each	month,	he	allocates	$250.00	to	pay	his	bills.	This	month,	his	bills	are
over	this	budget.	How	much	extra	money	must	he	find	from	other	parts	of
his	budget	to	pay	all	his	bills?

(A)	$8.00
(B)	$268.00
(C)	$28.00
(D)	$18.00

45.	Georgette	needs	$185	to	buy	books	for	her	Geography	course,	but	because
her	hours	at	work	have	been	cut	back	this	month,	she	cannot	afford	to	buy
them,	even	though	she	needs	them.	Walking	to	class,	she	notices	a	sign
offering	to	loan	her	$200	for	one	month	for	$20	interest.	She	calculates	that
if	she	can	repay	the	money	within	the	month	by	working	extra	hours,	she
will	be	able	to	afford	the	principal	and	the	interest.
When	Georgette	applies	for	the	loan,	she	reads	the	contract	carefully	and
notices	that	after	the	initial	one-month	period,	the	interest	rate	climbs	to
15%	per	month	and	includes	the	previous	month's	principal	and	interest.	If
she	earns	$11.00	per	hour,	how	many	extra	hours	(to	the	nearest	hour)
would	she	have	to	work	to	pay	the	additional	second	month’s	interest?

46.	Andrew	just	bought	a	small	circular	swimming	pool	for	his	children.	The
diameter	of	the	pool	is	12	feet,	and	Andrew	can	fill	it	safely	to	a	depth	of	9
inches.	If	a	cubic	foot	of	water	weighs	62.42	pounds,	how	many	pounds
does	the	water	in	Andrew's	pool	weigh?
(A)	approximately	27,000
(B)	approximately	2,700
(C)	approximately	1,300
(D)	approximately	5,300

47.	If	Giorgio	borrows	$100	for	one	year	and	three	months	and	repays	$108



including	simple	interest,	what	rate	of	interest	was	he	charged?
(A)	6.4%
(B)	8.0%
(C)	4.0%
(D)	4.6%

48.	Chico	went	shopping	for	some	groceries	for	his	family.	His	shopping	list
was	as	follows:

2	pounds	of	apples
5	bananas
1	container	of	milk
1	loaf	of	bread

If	apples	were	$0.79	a	pound,	bananas	$0.23	each,	milk	$1.27	a	carton,	and
bread	$0.98	a	loaf,	what	is	the	approximate	total	cost	of	the	groceries?

(A)	$3.90
(B)	$4.10
(C)	$4.90
(D)	$5.50

49.	From	the	numbers	listed,	what	number	should	go	in	the	box?
SERIES,	4,	7,	12,	19,	 ,	38,	.	.	.	.

(A)	28
(B)	26
(C)	24
(D)	22

50.	A	rectangle	5	units	long	and	4	units	high	is	represented	on	a	graph.	If
three	of	the	corners	are	placed	at	(3,	2),	(3,	–2),	and	(–2,	2),	where	should
the	fourth	corner	be	placed?
(A)	(–2,	2)
(B)	(2,	–2)



(C)	(–2,	–2)
(D)	(2,	2)



Chapter	9

Answers	and	Explanations
Congratulations!	Now	that	you’ve	completed	one	or	all	of	the	sample	test
sections	in	Chapters	5	through	8,	you	can	see	how	you	did.	In	this	chapter,	we
provide	the	answers	and	explanations	to	every	question	in	the	test	sections.	If
you	just	want	a	quick	look	at	the	answers,	check	out	the	abbreviated	answer	key
at	the	end	of	this	chapter.	However,	if	you	have	the	time,	be	sure	to	read	the
answer	explanations	to	help	you	understand	why	some	answers	were	correct	and
others	not,	especially	when	the	choices	were	really	close.	Remember,	you	learn
as	much	from	your	errors	as	from	the	correct	answers.	Review	these
explanations	as	part	of	your	overall	learning	process.

Note:	This	chapter	doesn’t	contain	sample	answers	for	the	Extended	Response	or
short	answer	items.	Refer	to	the	relevant	chapters	for	additional	help	on	writing
and	evaluating	your	responses.



Answers	for	Section	1,	Reasoning
Through	Language	Arts

1.	B.	a	center	housing	social	enterprises.	The	column	specifically	states
that	the	center	houses	85	social	enterprises.	Choice	(A)	is	totally	wrong
and	can	be	instantly	eliminated	on	first	reading.	The	other	answers	have	a
ring	of	correctness	because	the	column	is	about	social	enterprises,
charities,	and	school	leavers,	but	they	have	nothing	to	do	with	the	center
and,	thus,	are	wrong.

2.	C.	innovative	programs.	The	column	states	that	the	Learnxs	Foundation
supports	innovative	programs.	All	the	other	answers	except	for	Choice
(A)	are	mentioned	or	implied	in	the	column;	however,	they	aren't	correct
answers	to	the	question.	You	have	to	read	carefully	and	double-check	the
facts.	Just	because	something	is	mentioned	or	is	familiar	doesn't	mean	it's
the	right	answer	to	the	question.

3.	distributing	discarded	materials	to	visual	arts	classes.	The	passage
clearly	spells	out	that	Artsjunction's	function	is	to	distribute	discarded
materials	to	visual	arts	classes.

4.	B.	provide	training	in	word	and	numerical	processing	to	employees
and	clients.	The	column	is	very	specific	about	the	purpose	of	the
Microtron	bus.	It	provided	services	to	employees	and	clients	of	small
businesses	in	word	and	numerical	processing.	The	other	answers	sound
like	they	could	be	right,	but,	after	rereading	the	column,	you	can	see	that
they	aren't.
When	you're	trying	to	answer	these	questions	under	time	constraints,	try
to	remember	exactly	what	the	passage	said.	If	you	only	think	you
remember,	go	back	as	quickly	as	you	can	and	skim	the	piece	for	key
words.	In	this	case,	the	key	word	is	Microtron.	It	sometimes	helps	to	read
the	question	first	before	reading	the	passage.

5.	D.	as	a	business	incubator.	The	passage	very	precisely	spells	out	the
mandate	of	the	Training	Renewal	Foundation:	to	serve	disadvantaged
youth	and	displaced	workers.	Choices	(A)	and	(B)	may	be	worthy
activities	for	any	charity,	but	they	aren't	stated	as	part	of	the	mandate	and,
thus,	are	wrong	as	answers.	Choice	(C)	is	just	wrong	and	is	a	play	on



another	meaning	of	serves.	You	can	immediately	exclude	this	answer	and
have	only	three	others	to	consider.

6.	C.	The	employee	must	wear	appropriate	clothing.	Employees	should
wear	appropriate	clothing	to	project	a	professional	appearance	and
maintain	safety	standards.	The	other	requirements	—	such	as	refraining
from	alcohol	use,	not	associating	with	paraphernalia,	being	respectful,
and	using	non-offensive	language	—	don't	relate	to	appearance.

7.	A.	Accept	authority.	Employees	must	accept	the	authority	of
supervisors,	as	is	stated	clearly	in	the	passage.	The	other	choices	may	be
partially	correct,	but	they	are	not	the	best	answer.

8.	D.	personal	conduct.	Employees	must	conduct	themselves
professionally	so	that	the	business	grows	and	improves.

9.	B.	by	not	inviting	others	in.	To	ensure	safety	and	security,	employees
shouldn't	invite	other	people	in.	The	promotion	of	dignity,	interaction,	and
supervisors’	meetings	don't	directly	relate	to	ensuring	safety	and	security.

10.	D.	You	are	fired.	Repeated	instances	of	noncompliance	lead	to
dismissal.	The	other	options	aren't	backed	up	by	the	passage.

11.	A.	insert	and	opportunities	between	challenges	and	never.	Although
the	word	both	refers	to	two	options,	here,	you're	given	only	one	option	—
challenges.	If	you	insert	and	opportunities	between	challenges	and	never,
you	include	a	second	option	and	correct	the	sentence.

12.	C.	change	who	to	that.	An	organization	is	never	a	who;	only	people
can	be	referred	to	as	who.	An	organization	is	a	collective	noun	made	up	of
people,	but	the	collective	noun	itself	is	an	impersonal	entity	and	doesn't
qualify	as	a	who.
Although	the	sentence	may	appear	long	and,	therefore,	may	benefit	from
rewriting,	the	sentence	isn't	technically	incorrect.	Although	commas	do
serve	to	make	sentences	clearer,	you	don't	want	to	insert	them	unless
punctuation	rules	make	them	correct.

13.	B.	has	been	working.	CanLearn	Study	Tours	is	a	single	entity	because
it's	one	company.	Therefore,	it's	a	singular	noun	and	needs	the	singular
verb	has	rather	than	the	plural	have.
A	company	is	always	an	it.	Even	though	a	company	is	made	up	of	a	lot	of
people,	it's	still	a	singular	entity.



14.	B.	change	the	comma	after	following	to	a	colon.	You	need	to	insert	a
colon	before	the	list	to	introduce	it.

15.	D.	no	correction	required.	The	options	presented	either	make	the
sentence	difficult	to	understand	or	introduce	errors,	so	the	correct	answer
is	no	correction	required.

16.	A.	change	organizations’	to	organizations.	A	stray	apostrophe	has
landed	on	this	sentence.	The	one	after	organizations’	is	unnecessary
because	you're	not	trying	to	show	possession	here.	Choice	(B)	is
incorrect,	because	the	passage	doesn't	refer	to	all	organizations.	Choice
(C)	would	introduce	a	homonym	error,	and	Choice	(D)	inserts	the	wrong
tense.
Get	comfortable	with	the	uses	of	apostrophes	—	especially	those	used	for
possession	—	before	taking	the	GED	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts
test.

17.	B.	discover	a	new	source	of	revenue	in	these.	You	need	to	correct	the
spelling	error	by	changing	soarce	to	source.

18.	C.	change	formats	to	format.	Formats	is	plural,	but	has	is	a	singular
verb.	Verbs	and	their	subjects	must	agree.	There	is	no	need	for	a	comma
after	seminar	or	an	apostrophe	after	sales.	The	apostrophe	would	indicate
ownership,	which	isn't	the	case	here.	A	period	after	seminars	would	create
two	sentence	fragments,	also	an	error.
Study	both	subject-verb	agreement	and	pronoun-antecedent	agreement
before	taking	the	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts	test.

19.	B.	replace	insured	with	ensured.	Choice(B)	corrects	the	spelling	error
by	changing	insured	to	ensured.
Using	insure	is	a	common	error.	Use	insure	only	when	you	mean	the
service	you	buy	to	protect	your	car,	house,	health,	life,	and	so	on.	This
example	has	nothing	to	do	with	insurance,	so	use	ensure	instead.

20.	D.	no	correction	required.	The	other	choices	don't	improve	or	correct
the	sentence.

21.	B.	Journey	up	the	Hudson.	To	get	to	the	Kaatskill	Mountains,	you
need	to	journey	up	the	Hudson.	A	dismembered	branch	and	fresh	green
aren't	locations	that	can	better	help	you	locate	the	mountains.	Although
asking	directions	may	work,	this	approach	isn't	mentioned	in	the	passage.



22.	D.	with	magical	hues	and	shapes.	The	wives	use	the	magical	hues	and
shapes	of	the	mountains	to	forecast	the	weather.	Other	factors,	such	as	the
evening	sky	or	gray	vapors	aren't	as	good	of	indicators.	A	barometer	is	an
instrument	to	measure	air	pressure.

23.	C.	light	smoke	curling.	To	help	you	locate	the	village,	you	first	need	to
look	for	light	smoke	curling	from	chimneys.	You	can't	see	the	other	sign,
shingle-roofs,	until	after	you	can	see	the	smoke.	Blue	tints	aren't	signs	for
locating	villages.

24.	Dutch	colonists.	The	Dutch	colonists	were	the	newcomers	who
founded	the	village.	Although	there	are	others	named,	they're	the
incorrect	answer.	Peter	Stuyvesant	established	the	government.	The	great
Appalachian	family	refers	to	the	mountains.

25.	A.	He	has	since	died.	Peter	Stuyvesant,	who	had	headed	the
government,	had	since	died.	The	other	answer	choices	describe
Stuyvesant	as	an	original	settler,	a	soldier,	and	a	governor,	but	they	don't
refer	to	his	death.

26.	yellow	bricks.	Settlers	brought	yellow	bricks	from	Holland	to	build	the
houses.	Other	materials,	such	as	weather-cocks,	windows,	and	shingle-
roofs,	were	acquired	locally.

27.	Hawkins’s	fields.	Dave	worked	as	a	field	hand	on	Hawkins's	farm.	He
hopes	his	mother	will	let	him	buy	a	gun	with	his	wages	from	Hawkins.

28.	A.	show	he	wasn't	“scareda”	the	others.	He	wants	to	show	the	other
field	hands	that	he	isn't	scared	of	them.	Dave	mentions	that	he	isn't	afraid
of	them	just	before	he	first	discusses	buying	the	gun.

29.	D.	from	the	Sears-Roebuck	“catlog.”	Dave	had	to	purchase	the	gun
through	the	Sears-Roebuck	catalog.	Joe	didn't	keep	guns	in	his	store.
Neither	Mr.	Hawkins	nor	Ma	are	sources	of	guns.

30.	B.	by	a	yellow	lantern	glow.	Joe	kept	a	yellow	lantern	glowing	on	the
porch.	Other	answer	choices,	such	as	the	smell	of	mackerel,	the	banging
screen	door,	or	the	coal	oil	smell	may	also	help	you	find	the	store,	but
they	aren't	the	best	indicators.

31.	A.	He	lost	his	nerve.	Dave	lost	his	nerve	and	was	afraid	to	ask	Joe	to
see	guns	in	the	catalog.	The	other	possibilities	—	it	was	too	dark,	he
needed	to	get	home	for	supper,	or	he	made	his	own	money	—	aren't	the
best	answers.



32.	B.	Convince	Ma	to	give	him	the	money.	Dave	would	have	to	convince
Ma	to	give	him	the	money	to	buy	the	gun.	The	other	reasons,	including
finding	it	in	the	catalog,	persuading	Joe,	or	getting	ol	man	Hawkins's
permission,	either	aren't	relevant	or	aren't	as	important	as	convincing	Ma
to	give	him	the	money.

33.	D.	you	to	listen	to	each	customer's	assessment.	The	assessment
belongs	to	each	customer	and	requires	a	possessive	form	of	customer:
customer's.	The	other	answers	are	neither	correct	nor	do	they	improve	the
sentence.	Because	customer	is	singular,	you	must	insert	the	apostrophe
before	the	s	in	customer.

34.	A.	when	she	explains	the	situation	from	her	perspective.	The
meaning	of	this	sentence	is	that	the	clerk	should	listen	to	the	customer,	so
put	the	most	important	information	first.	The	best	way	to	start	this
sentence	is	with	the	when	she	explains	the	situation	from	her	perspective
phrase.

35.	C.	change	waving	to	waiving.	Waving	means	to	motion	with	the	hand,
while	waive	means	to	dismiss.	It	may	be	interesting	to	wave	at	a	charge,
but	the	proper	meaning	of	the	sentence	is	to	dismiss	(or	not	collect)	the
charge.	These	two	words	are	homonyms	(words	that	sound	the	same	but
have	different	spellings	and	meanings).	You	are	expected	to	understand
most	homonyms	for	this	test.

36.	times.	The	only	place	you	can	use	a	comma	in	this	sentence	is	after	the
introductory	phrase	At	other	times.

37.	exceptable.	Exceptable	may	sound	like	a	word,	but	it's	not.	The	correct
word	to	use	is	acceptable.
The	more	reading	you	do	as	you	prepare	for	the	test,	the	better	your
chances	are	for	recognizing	misspellings.

38.	A.	Whatever	the	problem,.	A	gift	for	you:	No	correction	is	required.
If	you	chose	Choice	(D),	keep	in	mind	that	this	sentence	has	one	subject
and	two	verbs.	These	types	of	sentences	don't	require	a	comma	between
the	two	verbs.	Not	sure	about	subjects	and	verbs?	Here,	the	subject	is
step,	and	the	two	verbs	are	begins	and	gives.	If	the	sentence	had	a	second
subject	before	the	second	verb,	it	would	need	a	comma.

39.	B.	revise	to	read	the	cart	before	the	horse.	If	you	live	anywhere	near
Amish	country,	you	know	that	the	horse	comes	before	the	cart.	Or	you



may	have	heard	the	idiomatic	expression,	“Don't	put	the	cart	before	the
horse.”	In	either	case,	the	proper	correction	is	to	reverse	the	order	of
horse	and	cart.

40.	Its.	Its	is	possessive	(meaning	that	it	shows	that	something	belongs	to
it),	whereas	it's	stands	for	“it	is.”	Here,	the	sentence	clearly	means	“it	is.”
Confusing	these	two	words	is	a	common	error	that's	usually	tested	in
some	way.	Master	the	difference	between	its	and	it's.	It's	means	“it	is”
and	is	often	confused	with	the	possessive	form	of	other	words	that	use	the
apostrophe.

41.	C.	on	the	recovery	front	and	further.	Farther	always	refers	to
distance.	Further	is	a	matter	of	degree.	Here,	you	want	degree,	not
distance.
If	you	didn't	know	the	answer,	this	question	is	a	good	example	of	one	that
you	could	answer	by	intelligent	guessing.	Choice	(A)	isn't	correct	because
with	isn't	the	proper	word	in	this	case.	Choice	(B)	doesn't	make	sense	in
the	context	of	the	sentence.	So	now	you	just	need	to	guess	between
Choices	(C)	and	(D).

42.	not.	Commas	used	in	moderation	help	sentences.	Extra	commas	hurt
sentences.	In	this	sentence,	the	only	comma	used	properly	separates	the
introductory	phrase	More	often	than	not	from	the	rest	of	the	sentence.

43.	C.	change	resource	to	Resource.	In	the	letter,	the	York	Square
Employment	Resource	Center	is	a	title;	as	such,	all	words	(except
prepositions	and	articles)	are	capitalized.

44.	A.	move	since	April	2002	to	the	start	of	the	sentence.	Moving	since
April	2002	is	the	only	good	answer	here.	The	current	sentence	sounds	as
though	the	training	programs	have	been	in	existence	since	April	2002
when,	in	fact,	the	partnership	has	been	in	existence	since	that	time.

45.	programs.	Most	(although	not	all)	lists	begin	with	a	colon.	Because	this
is	a	bulleted	list,	and	the	list	starts	after	the	word	programs,	that	is	where
the	colon	must	be	placed.

46.	A.	has	always	been.	No	correction	is	required.
47.	B.	change	are	to	is.	The	subject	of	the	sentence	is	fact,	which	is
singular,	but	the	verb	is	are,	which	is	plural.	Verbs	must	agree	with	their
subjects.



48.	C.	move	,	with	a	high	degree	of	professional	competence	and
efficiency	to	the	end	of	the	sentence	after	responsibilities.	In	its	current
form,	this	sentence	forces	the	reader	to	pause	too	long	and	remember	too
much.	Rewriting	it	as	“She	has	pursued	her	responsibilities	with	a	high
degree	of	professional	competence	and	efficiency”	is	far	more
straightforward.

49.	A.	add	a	comma	after	Peta.	As	is,	this	sentence	is	a	run-on	sentence.
To	make	it	a	compound	sentence,	all	you	have	to	do	is	add	a	comma	after
Peta.

50.	grimly	ordinary.	The	description	states	that	it	was	like	any	other	winter
school	day	in	Chicago	—	grimly	ordinary.

51.	D.	His	mother	was	sick.	Louie	was	living	with	his	mother,	who	was
very	ill	and	confined	to	bed.	Other	answers	describing	Louie's	breakfast,
his	books,	and	his	complexion	aren't	good	descriptions	of	the	focus	of	his
home	life.

52.	A.	hunting	for	game.	The	men	were	hunting	pigeons	(game)	for	food.
You	can	see	that	having	target	practice,	staying	out	of	the	weather,	and
hiding	from	the	police	are	inappropriate	answers.	They	aren't	the	key
points,	if	you've	read	the	passage	thoroughly.

53.	D.	It	reinforces	the	image	of	great	hardship,	that	people	had	to	hunt
pigeons	for	food	in	the	cities.	The	whole	scene	is	grim,	but	only	in	that
term	do	you	realize	the	time	setting	is	the	Great	Depression.	That	then
reinforced	the	grimness	of	the	scene.	Although	the	men	may	be	depressed
and	the	weather	bad,	those	things	have	nothing	to	do	with	the	question.
And	although	Choice	(B)	may	be	true,	it	doesn't	answer	the	question,
either.

54.	hungry.	The	hunters	and	their	families	must	have	been	hungry	for	food
to	hunt	pigeons	in	the	street.

55.	C.	It	had	nothing	to	do	with	him.	What	Louie	saw	had	nothing	to	do
with	him,	and	he	didn't	want	to	get	involved.	Other	possible	answers	—
that	he	was	hurrying	to	school,	his	mother	was	sick,	or	he	was	friends
with	the	guys	—	don't	relate	to	why	Louie	wouldn't	tell	the	police.

56.	D.	a	camera.	The	batteries	are	installed	in	a	camera.	Other	answer
choices,	such	as	electronics	or	a	children's	toy,	have	no	meaning	in	this
excerpt.	Point-and-shoot,	while	another	term	for	a	camera,	isn't	the	best



answer,	because	not	all	cameras	are	point-and-shoot.
57.	B.	big	point-and-shoots.	The	easiest	model	in	which	to	replace
batteries	is	the	point-and-shoot	camera.	The	other	answer	choices	—
compact	models,	screw	bottoms,	and	different	types	of	covers	—	don't
relate	directly	to	the	question.

58.	D.	The	battery	cover	may	be	lost.	Avoid	all	the	locations	mentioned
so	you	don't	lose	your	battery	cover	if	you	drop	it.	Sewer	grates	and	tall
grass	are	places	where	the	cover	could	easily	be	lost.	The	rest	of	the
answer	choices	refer	to	issues	other	than	losing	battery	covers.

59.	D.	Find	a	diagram.	To	ensure	that	the	batteries	are	correctly	oriented,
you	must	find	the	diagram	and	use	it.	Other	choices,	such	as	using	four
AAs	or	a	single	lithium	or	emptying	the	compartment,	don't	answer	the
question.

60.	B.	the	battery	icon.	You	must	check	the	battery	icon	to	see	whether	the
batteries	are	low.	LCD	panels	show	a	variety	of	information,	so	that
option	is	not	the	best	choice.	According	to	the	passage,	battery
compartment	and	lithium	battery	aren't	correct	answers.



Answers	for	Section	2,	Social	Studies
1.	D.	They	all	exchanged	products.	England,	Africa,	and	the	West	Indies
all	traded	products:	The	West	Indies	traded	molasses,	sugar,	and	slaves
with	England	for	food	and	wood;	England	(via	the	New	England
colonies)	then	made	the	molasses	and	sugar	into	rum	and	traded	it	with
Africa	for	more	slaves.

2.	C.	purchase	of	slaves.	Rum	was	used	to	purchase	slaves	for	use	in	the
colonies.	The	other	answer	choices	—	colonial	farms,	milling	of	lumber,
and	molasses	and	sugar	—	were	all	patterns	of	commerce	but	weren't	uses
of	rum.

3.	A.	They	built	the	ships.	Ships	were	built	in	the	colonies	to	increase
Atlantic	trade.	Sewing	sails,	naval	stores,	milled	lumber,	and	other	crafts
were	products	of	the	colonies	that	shipbuilding	stimulated,	but	ships	were
the	primary	reason	the	colonies	were	important	to	the	Atlantic	trade	—
the	other	choices	were	secondary.

4.	D.	They	provided	raw	materials.	The	colonies	provided	raw	materials
for	British	manufacturing	industries.	According	to	the	passage,
“Mercantile	theory	encouraged	the	colonies	to	provide	raw	materials	for
England's	industrializing	economy.	.	.	.”

5.	C.	hats.	The	export	of	hats	—	a	finished	good	—	from	the	colonies	was
prohibited	because	it	threatened	British	manufacturing.	Coal,	pig	iron,
and	lumber,	were	all	raw	materials,	which	didn't	threaten	English
manufacturing.

6.	B.	failing	to	pass	laws.	According	to	the	first	paragraph	of	the	passage,
the	king	neglected	the	colonies	in	a	number	of	ways.	Of	the	ways	listed
here,	only	failing	to	pass	laws	(ones	that	would	alleviate	grievances)	is
correct.	Although	the	other	choices	are	grievances,	they	can't	be	alleviated
until	the	appropriate	laws	are	passed.

7.	D.	He	made	them	comply	with	his	wishes.	According	to	the	third
paragraph	of	the	passage,	the	legislative	bodies	were	forced	to	comply
with	the	king's	rule	(“.	.	.	for	the	sole	purpose	of	fatiguing	them	into
compliance	with	his	measures	.	.	.”).

8.	A.	He	dissolved	representative	houses.	According	to	the	fourth



paragraph	of	the	passage,	when	the	king	dissolved	the	representative
houses,	he	threatened	the	rights	of	the	people.

9.	D.	discouraged	people	from	settling.	The	sixth	paragraph	of	the
passage	says,	“He	has	endeavored	to	prevent	the	population	of	these
states.”	In	other	words,	he	has	discouraged	newcomers	from	settling.

10.	C.	He	refused	to	enact	certain	laws.	The	seventh	paragraph	of	the
passage	states	that	the	king	didn't	give	his	approval	to	laws	that	would've
created	a	local	judicial	system.

11.	an	independent	military.	The	king	made	sure	the	military	was
independent	from	the	colonists	(last	paragraph).	This	independence	meant
the	colonists	didn't	have	any	authority	over	when	to	hire	or	fire	soldiers,
how	large	the	military	was,	or	who	the	officers	were.	Only	the	king	made
those	kinds	of	decisions.

12.	D.	Insufficient	information	is	provided.	Although	both	Choices	(A)
and	(B)	are	potentially	correct,	nothing	in	the	map	supports	those
statements.	Choice	(C)	is	simply	speculation	and,	therefore,	doesn't	apply.
The	only	option	is	Choice	(D).

13.	C.	400,000.	You're	asked	for	an	approximate	answer.	First,	find	that	the
range	of	the	male	population	is	between	43.2%	and	48.9%.	So	using	an
average	of	47%,	there	are	about	2.6	million	males.	That	means	that	there
are	some	3	million	females,	for	a	surplus	of	about	400,000	females.
Because	all	the	numbers	are	approximate,	you	can	round	off	your	answer.
Regardless,	the	only	choice	that	comes	close	is	Choice	(C).

14.	White	Male.	Based	on	the	table,	the	group	with	the	highest	income	for
full-time	employment	for	the	year	is	White	Male.

15.	B.	Female,	American	Indian	and	Alaskan	Native.	Based	on	the	chart,
the	lowest	full-time	earners	are	American	Indians	and	Alaskan	native
females.

16.	D.	He	could	not.	The	table	doesn't	list	information	for	people	under	the
age	of	16.	That	is	shown	in	the	subheading	of	the	chart	title.

17.	C.	liberty	and	equality.	As	stated	in	the	first	two	sentences	of	the
passage,	the	issues	of	prime	importance	in	the	Civil	War	were	liberty	and
equality.	Happiness	and	friendship,	safety	and	security,	and	peace	and
prosperity	aren't	the	best	answers.

18.	C.	on	a	battlefield.	You	know	from	the	passage	that	President	Lincoln



was	delivering	his	speech	on	a	battlefield	at	Gettysburg.	This	fact	rules
out	every	answer	choice	except	on	a	battlefield	and	on	the	radio	(he
could've	recorded	his	speech,	and	it	could've	been	broadcasted	by	radio	at
the	battlefield).	However,	Lincoln	gave	this	speech	in	1863,	and	radios
hadn't	yet	been	invented.

19.	D.	People	around	the	world	will	not	remember	the	speech.	Lincoln
was	saying	that	the	world	would	remember	the	soldiers	who	died	but
would	not	remember	his	speech.	(He	was	wrong,	given	that	the
Gettysburg	Address	is	one	of	the	most	famous	speeches	in	American
history.)

20.	burial	ground.	Some	of	the	battlefield	was	to	become	a	burial	ground
for	the	fallen.

21.	B.	those	who	fought	there.	The	ground	was	hallowed	by	those	who
fought	there.	Lincoln	doesn't	believe	the	people	involved	in	the	dedication
of	the	battlefield	can	make	the	place	holy	or	important;	only	the	people
who	fought	on	the	battlefield	can	do	so.

22.	C.	time.	The	word	years	follows	four	score	and	seven,	so	you	can
assume	that	phrase	relates	to	time.	(By	the	way,	a	score	is	20	years,	so
four	score	and	seven	is	87	years.)

23.	Serbia.	Archduke	Ferdinand	was	assassinated	by	a	Serbian	nationalist,
so	the	correct	answer	is	Serbia.

24.	B.	demanding	indemnities.	Austria	demanded	indemnities	in	response
to	the	assassination.	This	answer	comes	directly	from	the	passage.

25.	C.	Germany	and	France.	Germany	and	France	weren't	allies	in	the
war.	Although	the	list	of	allies	is	rather	confusing,	the	passage	does	sum
up	who	was	on	which	side.

26.	A.	Germany	invaded	Belgium.	You	know	that	Great	Britain	entered
the	war	when	Germany	invaded	Belgium	from	the	sentence	that	states,
“Great	Britain	entered	the	war	on	August	4,	following	Germany's
invasion	of	neutral	Belgium.”

27.	C.	Germany.	Germany	was	not	an	Allied	power.	About	halfway
through	the	passage	is	a	list	of	the	Central	powers	(on	one	side	of	the	war)
and	the	Allied	powers	(on	the	other	side).

28.	B,	D,	C,	A.	Germany	declares	war	on	Russia;	Germany	invades
Belgium;	Great	Britain	declares	war	on	Germany;	Italy	enters	on	the



Allied	side.	In	this	sequence,	Germany	declared	war	on	Russia	and	then
invaded	Belgium.	Great	Britain	declared	war	on	Germany	because	it
invaded	Belgium.	Italy	didn't	enter	into	the	war	on	the	Allied	side	until
1915.

29.	B.	inspiring	teacher.	In	the	cartoon,	Barack	Obama	is	portrayed	in
front	of	a	chalkboard	in	a	classroom	setting.	Most	of	the	students	are	seen
as	receptive	to	his	role	as	an	inspiring	teacher.	The	other	choices	—
comedian,	disciplinarian,	or	fashion	model	—	don't	go	with	the	cartoon.

30.	D.	issues	that	can	be	solved.	Most	of	the	young	people	are	portrayed	as
smiling	students.	They	each	represent	an	issue	Obama	must	face,	some
more	obvious	than	others.	They're	not	happy	voters,	nor	is	there	any
indication	that	represents	the	public	in	general.	Although	they	may
represent	a	bright	future,	there	are	also	problems,	so	Choice	(D)	is	the
most	logical	answer.	The	smiling	faces	reinforce	the	idea	that	these	issues
can	be	solved.

31.	A.	These	issues	are	very	important	but	often	overlooked.	Each	of	the
students	in	the	cartoon	represents	a	different	problem	facing	America,	but
the	issue	of	tensions	with	Iran	and	Iraq	are	always	in	the	background	and
potentially	a	much	larger	problem	for	the	president.	The	smiling	faces
suggest	that	the	problems	attached	to	them	can	be	solved.	But	the	issues
of	Iran	and	Iraq	must	also	be	solved,	and	the	suggestion	in	the	cartoon	is
that	they're	just	waiting	to	become	major.

32.	D.	all	of	the	above.	All	of	the	above	is	the	only	correct	choice	because
each	of	the	students	represents	one	of	the	problems	facing	America.

33.	34.6%.	According	to	the	table,	the	United	States	produced	34.6%	of	the
soybean	output	that	year.	It's	the	third	item	down	on	the	last	column	of	the
table.

34.	B.	most	of	it.	Production	that	year	was	18.1	million	bales.	Exports
amounted	to	15.5	million	bales.	That	is	just	over	85%.	The	best	match
among	the	choices	is	most	of	it.

35.	A.	increased.	According	to	the	table,	center	section,	corn	exports
increased	from	76.9	to	90.6	metric	tons.

36.	480	pounds.	The	explanatory	notes	under	the	table	give	the	answer:	480
pounds.

37.	B.	value	of	gold.	The	first	item	on	the	list	states	“gold	standard	for



currency	adopted.”	That	means	that	the	value	of	the	American	dollar	was
based	on	the	value	of	gold.

38.	A.	It	was	the	trigger.	The	Great	Depression	was	caused	by	a	variety	of
issues,	but	the	immediate	cause,	the	trigger,	was	the	crash	of	the	stock
market.	The	other	answers	are	wrong.	While	Choice	(B)	says	that
problems	had	been	building	for	a	while,	the	crash	started	the	panic	that
resulted	in	the	Great	Depression.	It	wasn't	coincidence	nor	did	the	crash
delay	the	Depression.

39.	D.	Citizens	had	to	take	all	their	gold	to	government	offices.	U.S.
citizens	had	to	take	all	their	gold	to	U.S.	offices	and	not	keep	any	in	their
own	homes.	The	timeline	and	graph	don't	tell	you	why	they	had	to	do	so,
just	that	they	did.	Turn	in	is	the	key	phrase	here.

40.	1973.	The	U.S.	currency	was	removed	from	the	gold	standard	in	1973.
41.	C.	The	Soviet	Union	invaded	Afghanistan.	The	best	answer	is	that
gold	reached	a	historic	high	when	the	Soviets	invaded	Afghanistan.	You
have	to	read	the	timeline	to	answer	this	question.

42.	A.	Location.	Meteorologists	call	these	storms	hurricanes	in	the
Atlantic	and	northeast	Pacific	and	cyclones	in	the	eastern	Pacific	and
Indian	Ocean.	There	is	no	difference	between	these	storms	other	than
location.	Both	hurricanes	and	cyclones	are	cyclonic	storms,	and	both	may
bring	flooding	and	heavy	rains.
A	cyclone	is	not	a	tornado.

43.	D.	Choices	A	and	B.	The	extreme	drought	conditions	in	Australia	led
to	both	crop	failures	and	the	need	to	sell	off	far	more	sheep	than	usual.
Both	represent	financial	losses.	Therefore,	Choices	(A)	and	(B)	are
correct.	Although	Choice	(C)	may	be	true,	no	information	offered
supports	the	idea	that	crop	insurance	exists	for	these	farmers.

44.	A.	They	reinforce	the	idea	of	climate	change	and	global	warming.
Because	of	unseasonably	warm	weather,	locusts	were	found	in	Denmark.
Locusts	are	drawn	to	warm	weather.	The	fact	that	Denmark	is	warm
enough	to	allow	locusts	to	survive	means	that	the	local	climate	must	be
warming.	Although	the	newscast	doesn't	say	so,	in	the	context	of	all	the
other	information	presented,	this	fact	supports	the	argument	of	climate
change.	You	must	interpret	the	information	to	arrive	at	the	correct
conclusion.



45.	C.	It	was	limited	because	of	pre-war	budget	cuts.	The	efforts	against
sabotage,	Choice	(A),	and	psychological	warfare,	Choice	(D),	weren't	part
of	foreign	intelligence	gathering	and	are	thus	wrong.	Choice	(B)	is	also
domestic	intelligence.	The	foreign	intelligence	work	was	limited	because
of	budget	issues.	The	text	states	at	the	end	of	the	first	paragraph	that
foreign	intelligence	“did	not	aid	the	cause	very	much.”



Answers	for	Section	3,	Science
1.	B.	Replace	the	floor-to-ceiling	window	with	a	cinder	block	wall.	Glass
contains	no	encapsulated	air	and,	thus,	provides	neither	insulation	nor
greater	thermal	flow.	To	answer	this	question,	you	need	to	know	that
good	insulators	contain	trapped	air	and	that	glass	doesn't.	Thus,	replacing
the	floor-to-ceiling	glass	walls	with	a	cinder	block	wall	would	increase
the	insulating	properties	of	that	wall	and	reduce	the	heating	costs	for	the
house.	The	question	assumes	that	this	information	is	general	knowledge
for	someone	at	this	educational	level.

2.	C.	Wear	clothing	with	thermal	padding	in	the	house.	Each	of	the
options	would	reduce	heat	loss	and	reduce	energy	costs.	General
knowledge	would	let	you	assume	that	Juno	was	considerably	warmer
during	the	summer,	and	the	word	thermal	indicates	a	garment	that's	meant
to	reduce	personal	heat	loss	and,	thus,	would	allow	the	room	temperature
to	be	reduced.

3.	D.	Plants	provide	animals	with	chemical	potential	energy.	The	last
paragraph	of	the	passage	implies	that	animals	must	eat	food	with
chemical	potential	energy,	which	is	derived	from	plants.	The	other
answers	are	irrelevant	to	the	information	in	the	passage.

4.	D.	The	plant	would	starve	to	death.	Plants	produce	food	using	energy
from	the	sun.	If	you	cut	off	the	energy	from	the	sun,	you	cut	off	the	food
supply.	The	other	answers	may	be	symptoms	of	a	plant's	starving	to
death,	but	Choice	(D)	sums	up	the	information	in	one	answer.

5.	pyruvic	acid.	According	to	the	passage,	pyruvic	acid	is	key	to	energy
production.	This	question	is	a	good	example	of	why	a	little	bit	of
knowledge	and	familiarity	with	the	words	and	names	used	in	science	are
helpful	when	taking	the	GED	test.

6.	D.	vector.	The	passage	states	that	velocity	can	be	represented	by	a	vector
because	it	has	both	magnitude	and	direction.	Force	is	defined	as	changing
the	state	or	motion	of	an	object,	either	in	magnitude	or	direction.	Because
a	force	has	magnitude	and	direction,	it's	represented	by	a	vector.	The
information	needed	to	answer	this	question	is	in	the	last	sentence	of	the
first	paragraph.	You	can	ignore	the	first	three	answer	choices	completely
because	they	have	very	little	to	do	with	the	question.	Choice	(D)	requires



you	to	know	the	difference	between	a	vector	and	a	scalar.	The	last	line	of
each	paragraph	in	the	passage	contains	the	definitions	you	need.

7.	vectors.	Because	the	GPS	gives	directions	containing	both	magnitude
and	direction,	the	directions	would	really	be	in	the	form	of	vectors.

8.	B.	Steam	condenses	when	cooled,	occupying	less	space.	In	the	steam
engine,	water	cools	the	steam,	which	then	condenses,	occupying	less
space.	This	action	starts	the	entire	cycle	over	again.	You	can	eliminate	the
other	answer	choices	when	guessing	is	necessary.	Choice	(A)	is	incorrect
because	water	and	steam	are	both	water,	in	different	states.	Their	densities
may	be	different,	but	their	weights	are	the	same.	Only	the	volume	differs
when	water	turns	to	steam.	Choice	(C)	is	incorrect	because	the	boiler
doesn't	provide	the	energy	to	move	the	pump,	which	you	can	see	by
looking	at	the	diagram.	Choice	(D)	isn't	based	on	information	given	in	the
diagram.	Nowhere	are	you	told	the	weight	of	the	pump	rod.

9.	C.	It	causes	the	pump	to	fill	the	cistern	with	water.	The	pump	pushes
water	into	the	cistern.	The	other	choices	don't	answer	the	question	based
on	the	information	provided	in	the	diagram.	Knowing	how	to	answer
questions	based	on	diagrams	is	a	useful	skill	to	have	for	the	GED	test.

10.	consumers	would	starve	for	lack	of	food.	The	producers	provide	food
for	the	consumers.	If	the	producers	stay	the	same	but	the	consumers
increase,	the	consumers	won't	have	enough	food,	so	the	consumers	will
starve.	Your	reading	in	science	topics	should	have	exposed	you	to	this
concept.	If	you	read	the	newspapers	regularly,	you'll	find	stories	about	the
lack	of	food	leading	to	starvation,	which	is	a	semi-scientific	statement	of
this	principle.

11.	10.	The	passage	states	that	the	temperature	of	the	first	tiny	particles	was
10	billion	degrees.

12.	D.	gravity.	The	last	paragraph	states	that	gravity	transformed	the	atoms
into	galaxies.	This	question	is	an	example	of	when	a	basic	knowledge	of
science-related	words	can	be	helpful.

13.	B.	An	immense	explosion	created	the	planets.	The	passage	states	that
immense	explosions	created	the	planets	when	the	space	debris	was
attracted	to	each	other	by	gravity.

14.	D.	Both	are	nuclear	reactions.	An	atomic	bomb	uses	a	nuclear
reaction	to	produce	its	massive	damage.	The	passage	states	that	hydrogen



and	helium	atoms	were	formed	by	nuclear	reactions	(Choice	[D]).	The
other	three	choices	don't	answer	the	question	based	on	the	passage.
Choice	(A)	may	be	right,	but	it's	irrelevant	in	this	context.	Choice	(B)	is
incorrect,	and	Choice	(C)	may	be	interesting	in	another	context,	but	it's
wrong	here.

15.	D.	It	has	no	backbone.	According	to	the	passage	(second	sentence	in
the	first	paragraph),	invertebrates	have	no	backbones.	The	other	choices
may	be	correct,	but	they	don't	answer	the	question.	Here,	and	in	all
questions	on	this	test,	you're	looking	for	the	best	answer	that	answers	the
question	posed.	Don't	get	sidetracked	by	other	choices	that	are	correct
based	on	your	knowledge	or	even	based	on	the	passage.	The	answer	to	the
question	posed	is	always	the	best	response	on	a	multiple-choice	test.

16.	D.	The	jellyfish	may	sting	the	swimmer,	and	the	stings	are	painful.
Jellyfish	can	sting	swimmers,	and	the	stings	are	painful.	You	find	this
information	in	the	last	sentence	of	the	third	paragraph.	The	other	choices
don't	answer	the	question	based	on	the	passage.	For	example,	Choice	(C)
may	be	the	stuff	nightmares	are	based	on,	but	the	information	or
misinformation	isn't	in	the	passage,	so	you	can't	consider	it.

17.	B.	Jellyfish	sting	and	eat	small	ocean	creatures.	Small	ocean
creatures	are	always	on	the	menu	for	jellyfish.	Creatures,	in	general,
avoid	predators	—	a	fact	that's	general	science	knowledge.

18.	B.	The	energy	in	the	lightning	must	be	conserved	and	is
transformed	into	another	form	of	energy	that	affects	the	tree.	The
passage	states	that	energy	can't	be	created	or	destroyed,	so	the	energy
from	the	lightning	must	be	transformed	into	another	type	of	energy.	The
other	answer	choices	imply	that	the	energy	has	somehow	disappeared,
which	the	passage	says	can't	happen.

19.	D.	All	of	the	above.	Science	is	an	ordered	discipline	and,	as	such,	needs
laws	to	maintain	its	organization.

20.	C.	creation	of	illusion.	Matter	can't	be	created	or	destroyed.	Thus,	a
rabbit	can't	appear	except	by	creation	of	an	illusion,	which	isn't	a	true	law
of	science	but	the	best	answer	of	the	choices	given.	The	other	answer
choices	seem	scientific	but	have	nothing	to	do	with	the	question.	Always
read	the	question	carefully	to	make	sure	you're	answering	it	with	the	best
of	the	answers	provided.

21.	conservation	of	matter.	When	ice	melts,	it	turns	into	water.	This	is	an



example	of	the	law	of	conservation	of	matter.	Although	the	amount	of
water	in	a	melting	iceberg	is	tiny	compared	to	the	amount	of	water	in	the
ocean,	it	does	add	some	water	to	the	ocean,	which	may	be	considered
another	acceptable	answer	but	not	the	best	one.

22.	A.	It	has	been	converted	into	light.	Flashlights	provide	light	by	using
the	energy	in	the	battery.	The	passage	says	that	energy	can't	be	created	or
destroyed,	so	the	energy	in	the	battery	must	have	been	converted	or
transformed	into	something	else.	In	reality,	even	if	you	don't	use	a	battery
for	an	extended	time,	the	battery	grows	weaker	because	of	other	reactions
inside	the	cell.	But	this	tidbit	isn't	mentioned	in	the	passage	and	is	just	a
reminder	not	to	leave	batteries	in	your	flashlight	forever.

23.	D.	An	example	of	the	law	of	conservation	of	mass	in	that	the	total
mass	will	remain	the	same.	If	you	add	3	ounces	of	water	to	1	ounce	of
salt,	you	have	4	ounces	of	combined	ingredients.	The	combined	mass	is
the	same	as	the	sum	of	the	individual	masses.	The	volume	may	be
different,	but	the	question	doesn't	ask	you	about	the	volume.	If	you	add	3
ounces	of	water	to	a	dissolvable	substance,	you'll	get	at	least	3	ounces	of
resultant	liquid,	but	that	isn't	what	was	asked	in	the	question.	Choices	(A)
and	(C)	are	just	incorrect.

24.	C.	The	energy	from	rolling	down	the	hill	can't	disappear.	The	law	of
conservation	of	energy	states	that	energy	can't	be	created	or	destroyed.
Thus,	the	energy	developed	by	the	ball	rolling	down	the	hill	can't
disappear.	Choice	(C)	is	more	a	statement	of	the	meaning	of	the	law	of
conservation	of	energy	than	naming	it,	but	it	is	still	the	best	answer.	In
reality,	there's	friction	between	the	ball	and	the	ground	that	slows	it	down,
and	the	hills	don't	go	on	forever	—	so	the	ball	will	eventually	come	to
rest.	You	may	have	learned	this	information	elsewhere,	but	it	doesn't
answer	the	question	based	on	the	passage.

25.	D.	All	of	the	above.	Choices	(A),	(B),	and	(C)	contribute	to	a	definition
of	a	scientific	law,	so	Choice	(D)	is	the	best	answer	because	it	indicated
that	the	others	are	a	summary.

26.	C.	They	are	able	to	find	food	again.	The	passage	states	that	the	lack	of
food	in	the	winter	months	makes	most	birds	fly	south	to	find	sources	of
food.	When	the	food	returns	to	the	northern	states,	so	do	the	birds.	The
other	choices	don't	answer	the	question	based	on	the	information	in	the
passage.



27.	C.	Some	birds	eat	insects.	Some	birds	eat	insects	for	their	food	supply.
If	an	area	has	no	insects,	the	birds	move	to	find	a	new	source	of	food.
General	reading	in	science	tells	you	that	living	creatures	go	where	the
food	is.	Even	human	beings,	who	can	choose	where	to	live,	are	unlikely
to	move	somewhere	that	lacks	food.	Other	creatures	have	a	more	basic
instinct	to	move	to	where	there's	a	supply	of	food.	Thus,	the	insects	have
a	responsibility	for	the	birds’	migration	—	although	their	main
contribution	is	being	eaten.

28.	A.	It	happens	regularly	and	apparently	without	reason.	Scientists
are	curious	about	anything	that	happens	regularly	that	can't	be	easily
explained.	Migration	is	one	such	issue.	The	key	word	here	is	every	at	the
beginning	of	the	first	sentence.

29.	D.	the	Nile	Perch.	This	question	may	have	many	answers,	from	sport
fishermen	to	algae	to	snails.	Of	the	potential	answers	given,	however,
Nile	Perch	is	the	best	one	because	the	introduction	of	this	species	caused
all	the	subsequent	problems.

30.	D.	The	foreign	species	can	upset	the	ecological	balance.	This
question	asks	you	to	make	a	general	statement	about	foreign	species	of
fish.	Although	this	question	doesn't	ask	you	specifically	to	consider	the
Lake	Victoria	example,	you're	supposed	to	think	about	that	example	as
you	answer	the	question.	Using	the	Lake	Victoria	example,	you	can	safely
say	that	a	foreign	species	upsets	the	local	ecological	balance.	You	also
know	from	the	example	that	the	other	three	choices	are	incorrect.

31.	A.	Lower	gravity	on	the	moon	means	you	need	less	fuel	for	the
launch.	The	less	fuel	you	need	to	launch,	the	less	you	have	to	carry.	The
gravity	on	the	moon	is	less	than	that	on	Earth,	so	you	need	less	force	and
less	fuel	to	break	free	of	gravity.

32.	D.	not	enough	information	given.	The	only	locations	mentioned	in	the
table	are	Mars	and	the	moon,	and	you're	supposed	to	answer	the	question
based	on	the	material	given.	Thus,	you	don't	have	enough	information	to
answer	the	question.

33.	B.	The	time	of	the	trip	is	much	shorter.	According	to	the	table,	it
takes	just	3	days	to	get	to	the	moon,	which	is	a	much	better	first	choice
than	the	1.88	years	needed	to	get	to	Mars.	The	other	choices	are	irrelevant
to	the	question	and	the	given	table.

34.	the	moon.	Gravity	on	the	moon	is	less	than	that	on	Mars.	Because



gravity	is	the	force	that	attracts	you	to	the	moon	(or	to	Earth	or	to	Mars),
the	less	the	gravity,	the	less	the	attraction	between	you	and	the	surface	on
which	you	stand,	and,	thus,	the	higher	and	farther	you	can	jump	—	which,
as	you	may	know,	is	the	goal	of	a	pole-vaulting	contest.

35.	heredity.	The	passage	states	that	heredity	determines	the	characteristics
of	the	next	generation.

36.	C.	genetic	code.	The	passage	states,	“These	characteristics,	passed	from
one	generation	to	the	next,	exist	because	of	genetic	code.”	Thus,	the	best
answer	is	genetic	code.

37.	B.	monster-sized	pumpkins.	If	children	inherit	the	traits	of	their
parents,	you	want	the	desired	traits	of	your	child	pumpkin	to	be	a	part	of
the	traits	of	the	parent	pumpkins.	Monster-sized	pumpkin	seeds	have	a
better	chance	of	producing	extra	large	pumpkins	than	do	the	seeds	from	a
regular-sized	pumpkin.

38.	D.	because	it	is	no	longer	needed.	All	the	choices	except	Choice	(D)
—	that	the	booster	is	no	longer	needed	—	are	incorrect	because	they're	in
direct	opposition	to	the	passage.	If	you	can	quickly	eliminate	some	or
most	of	the	answer	choices,	you	can	save	time	answering	the	question.	In
this	case,	you	can	eliminate	three	answers,	making	the	final	choice	easy
and	quick.

39.	C.	orbiter.	Because	the	booster	is	jettisoned	after	takeoff,	the	orbiter
has	to	carry	everything	that	continues	on	the	trip.	Choices	(A),	(B),	and
(D)	are	wrong	and	can	be	quickly	eliminated.

40.	B.	The	hand	would	move	downward.	If	the	force	pushing	down	is
greater	than	the	force	pushing	up,	the	hand	would	move	down.	Although
this	question	is	based	on	the	given	diagram,	which	gives	a	general	idea	of
what	happens	when	a	hand	holds	weight,	the	answer	to	the	question	is	in
the	first	part	of	the	question	itself.	If	the	force	of	gravity	(the	downward
force)	is	greater	than	the	force	of	the	muscles	moving	upward,	the
resultant	force	would	be	downward.

41.	B.	adding	weight	to	the	hand.	A	larger	weight	in	the	hand	would
produce	a	greater	force	downward.	Thus,	the	athlete	would	have	to	work
harder	against	this	extra	weight	(and,	as	a	result,	would	build	more
muscle).	Making	the	displacement	of	the	hand	larger	would	also	increase
the	work	done,	but	this	isn't	an	answer	choice.



42.	heat.	The	fourth	sentence	in	the	passage	tells	you	that	heating	is	the
process	that	separates	DNA	strands.	The	other	choices	either	don't	answer
the	question	or	are	wrong.

43.	it	creates	an	identical	copy	of	the	DNA.	Cloning	requires	identical
DNA.	As	you	can	see	from	the	first	sentence	of	the	passage,	PCR
provides	identical	copies	of	DNA.

44.	C.	larger	teeth.	The	larger	teeth	of	the	wolf	are	better	for	hunting.	The
third	sentence	of	the	third	paragraph	of	the	passage	states	that	dogs	have
smaller	teeth,	which	means	wolves	must	have	bigger	teeth.	Although	this
information	isn't	stated	directly	in	the	passage,	it's	implied.	You're
expected	to	be	able	to	draw	conclusions	from	the	information	given,	so
read	carefully.	The	other	answer	choices	are	incorrect.	True,	some	dogs
have	heavier	coats,	larger	bodies,	and	so	on,	but	this	information	isn't	in
the	passage.	You	can	answer	the	question	using	only	information	given	or
implied	in	the	passage	—	not	information	from	your	general	knowledge
or	prior	reading.

45.	B.	Dogs	were	domesticated.	The	passage	states	that	the	dog	was
domesticated	very	long	ago.	A	domesticated	animal	is	preferable	to	a	wild
one	for	a	household	pet.	The	other	answers	may	be	factually	correct,	but
they	aren't	part	of	the	information	included	in	the	passage.

46.	protons.	According	to	the	first	sentence	of	the	passage,	the	atomic
number	is	determined	by	the	number	of	protons.	Skimming	the	paragraph
after	reading	the	question	for	key	words	in	the	question	makes	choosing
the	correct	answer	faster	and	easier.

47.	C.	atomic	number.	The	last	sentence	of	the	first	paragraph	of	the
passage	states	that	isotopes	have	the	same	atomic	number.

48.	B.	They	are	isotopes.	The	last	sentence	of	the	first	paragraph	of	the
passage	states	that	isotopes	have	the	same	atomic	number.	The	second
sentence	of	the	second	paragraph	tells	you	that	isotopes	have	different
mass	numbers.	This	question	requires	using	two	bits	of	information	from
two	different	locations	in	the	passage	to	decide	on	the	right	answer.

49.	D.	Find	a	safe	shelter	and	hibernate.	According	to	the	first	sentence
of	the	second	paragraph	of	the	passage,	animals,	including	bears,	survive
the	winter	by	finding	a	safe	shelter	and	hibernating.

50.	D.	It	would	not	be	able	to	find	enough	food	to	survive.	Animals



hibernate	in	the	winter	when	food	is	scarce	(a	fact	implied	from	the	last
sentence	in	the	second	paragraph).	If	you	wake	up	a	hibernating	animal,
that	animal	awakes	to	a	strange	environment	without	its	usual	sources	of
food	and	probably	wouldn't	be	able	to	find	enough	food	to	survive.	The
other	answer	choices	may	be	right	in	some	circumstances,	but	they	don't
relate	to	the	passage.



Answers	for	Section	4,	Mathematical
Reasoning

1.	C.	Sign	D	offers	the	worst	deal.	This	problem	tests	your	understanding
of	numbers	and	their	equivalents	(integers,	fractions,	decimals,	and
percents)	in	a	real-world	situation.	Signs	A,	B,	and	C	give	customers	50%
off.	Sign	D	gives	them	45%	(9	×	5%	sales	tax).	Sign	D	offers	the	least
discount.

2.	A.	ab	must	be	perpendicular	to	ad.	This	problem	involves
measurement	and	geometry	and	tests	your	understanding	of	perpendicular
and	parallel	lines	in	a	geometrical	figure.	Frames	are	rectangles.	Each	pair
of	opposite	sides	must	be	parallel	and	intersecting	sides	(ab	and	ad)	must
be	perpendicular..

3.	$1,680.	This	problem	tests	your	knowledge	and	mastery	of	number
operations	and	number	sense.	Use	a	calculator,	because	numerous
conversions	are	involved,	including	the	following:
Area	of	the	deck	is	16	×	21	=	336	square	feet
9	square	feet	=	1	square	yard

	square	yards
1	square	yard	of	decking	costs	$45.00.

	square	yards	of	decking	costs	$1,680.00.
4.	B.	grommets.	This	problem	tests	your	data-analysis	skills.	You're	asked
to	interpret	and	draw	inferences	from	the	bar	graph	and	include	additional
data	from	the	presentation.	Because	the	profit	per	unit	is	the	same	for
grommets	and	gadgets	but	differs	from	the	profit	on	widgets,	which	had
twice	the	profitability,	to	make	a	fair	comparison,	you'd	have	to	double
the	sales	of	widgets.	In	this	case,	grommets	seem	to	be	less	profitable	than
the	other	two	lines	but	not	by	much.	Because	grommets	sold	the	fewest
numbers	and	were	the	least	profitable	product,	they're	recommended	as
the	one	to	drop.

5.	average.	This	problem	tests	your	skills	in	calculations	of	statistical
measurement.	You're	asked	to	use	the	presented	data	to	calculate	the



measures	of	Quan's	performance	and	compare	them	to	those	of	his
classmates.	This	is	a	good	question	on	which	to	use	the	calculator	because
it	involves	a	series	of	calculations.
You	find	the	average	by	adding	the	marks	and	dividing	by	the	total
number	of	marks.	The	median	is	the	middle	value;	in	Quan's	case,	the
middle	value	is	the	fourth	value,	which	just	happens	to	be	equal	to	the
fifth	value.	The	mode	is	the	most	often,	or	common,	value	in	the	list,	and
the	range	is	the	difference	between	the	largest	and	smallest	numbers.	This
question	is	a	good	example	of	why	some	familiarity	with	mathematical
vocabulary	is	an	asset.	The	admissions	department	of	a	college	would	put
the	most	weight	on	Quan's	average	because	it's	a	reflection	of	how	well
he	did	in	all	his	subjects.

6.	A.	June.	Alice	has	converted	her	story	into	a	graph,	and	you're	being
asked	to	interpret	the	line	graph	in	conjunction	with	her	story.	Because
her	average	daily	time	had	been	increasing	until	May,	dropped	in	June,
and	recovered	in	July	and	August,	you	can	assume	that	the	twisted	ankle
slowed	her	down.	It	likely	happened	in	June.

7.	D.	19:18.	Number	operations	are	involved	in	solving	this	problem.
You're	asked	to	average	a	set	of	grades	for	each	person	and	compare	them
by	using	a	ratio.	You	can	simplify	this	question,	using	a	calculator.
The	total	of	Paula's	marks	is	80	+	64	+	76	+	72	+	88	=	380.
The	total	of	Dominic's	marks	is	63	+	76	+	65	+	84	+	72	=	360.
Because	you	divide	each	total	by	5	to	get	the	averages	for	Paula	and
Dominic,	you	can	simply	use	the	ratio	of	the	totals	to	get	the	answer
because	it	will	equal	the	ratio	of	the	averages.	(Note	that	if	one	of	the
students	had	six	grades	and	the	other	had	five,	for	example,	you'd	have	to
use	the	ratio	of	the	averages,	not	of	the	totals.)
The	ratio	of	Paula's	marks	to	Dominic's	marks	is	380:360,	which	you	can
simplify	by	dividing	each	number	by	20	to	get	19:18.

8.	66.	This	problem	involves	algebra,	functions,	and	patterns.	The	numbers
4,	6,	10,	and	18	form	a	pattern	(also	called	a	series).	After	looking
carefully	at	the	series,	you	see	that	the	second	term	is	formed	by
subtracting	1	from	the	first	term	and	multiplying	by	2.	Try	this	on	the
third	number:	(6	–	1)	×	2	=	10.	You've	found	your	pattern.	Continuing	the
series:	4,	6,	10,	18,	34,	66,	.	.	.	,	the	first	term	you	come	to	that	is	a



multiple	of	11	is	66.
9.	B.	$16.13.	This	problem	involves	data	analysis	and	manipulation	of
numbers	and	is	best	done	using	a	calculator.	Most	of	the	information
given	is	irrelevant,	except	to	decide	that	Simone	may	have	bought	at	a
high	point.	The	important	price	to	consider	is	$15.19.	In	addition	to	this
price	per	share,	Simone	has	to	pay	her	broker	3%	commission.
Therefore,	her	final	price	per	share	on	September	24	is	$15.19	+	(0.03	×
$15.19)	=	$15.6457.	Because	you're	dealing	with	money,	you	have	to
round	the	number	to	two	decimal	places,	making	her	final	price	per	share
$15.65.	This	amount	of	money	came	out	of	her	bank	account	for	each
share	she	bought.
If	Simone	decides	to	sell	the	shares	at	this	price,	$15.65,	she	has	to	pay
her	broker	another	3%	commission,	or	0.03	×	$15.65	=	$0.4695.	Rounded
to	two	decimals,	she	has	to	pay	a	commission	of	$0.47	per	share.	She	then
receives	the	value	of	the	shares,	$15.65,	minus	the	commission	of	$0.47,
for	a	total	of	$15.18	per	share	—	that	is,	for	each	share	she	sells,	the
broker	deposits	$15.18	into	her	account.	Notice	that	this	amount	is	less
than	the	amount	she	paid	for	each	share.
To	break	even,	Simone	has	to	receive	$15.65	per	share	—	after	the
commission.	Set	the	equation	up	this	way:
1x	–	x(0.03)	=	15.65,	where	x	is	the	selling	price
  1x	–	0.03x	=	15.65
    0.97x	=	15.65
Now	divide	both	sides	by	0.97	to	get	x	=	16.13.

10.	D.	–4.	This	question	involves	algebra.	You	have	to	solve	a	linear
equation,	as	follows:

Cross-multiply	and	write	this	equation	as	22.4(5a	+	10)	=	56a.
Getting	rid	of	the	parentheses,	the	equation	looks	like	this:	112a	+	224	=
56a.
Bringing	all	the	a's	to	the	left	and	the	numbers	to	the	right,	you	have	112a
–	56a	=	–224.
Combining	the	a’s,	you	have	56a	=	–224.



Divide	both	sides	by	56	to	get	one	a	on	the	left:	a	=	–4.
11.	2/3.	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	measurement	and	geometry.
You're	asked	to	find	the	slope	of	a	line	drawn	for	you.
The	x-axis	runs	horizontally	across	the	grid.	The	y-axis	runs	vertically,	up
and	down	the	grid.	The	origin	is	where	the	two	axes	(that's	the	plural	of
axis)	intersect.	Points	to	the	left	of	the	y-axis	have	negative	x-values.
Points	below	the	x-axis	have	negative	y-values.	The	x-intercept	of	a	line	is
the	point	where	the	line	cuts	the	x-axis.	The	y-intercept	of	a	line	is	the
point	where	the	line	cuts	the	y-axis.	All	lines	parallel	to	the	x-axis	have
slopes	of	0.
The	slope	of	a	line	is	the	rise	over	the	run.	The	rise	is	4,	and	the	run	is	6.
This	means	that	the	slope	is	4/6	or	2/3	(divide	by	2	to	simplify).

12.	(–6,	0).	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	measurement	and	geometry.
You're	asked	to	identify	the	x-intercept	and	the	y-intercept	and	to	draw	a
line	with	a	slope	of	2/3	on	the	graph.
If	you	draw	a	line	through	the	point	on	the	y-axis	having	the	same	slope,
it	crosses	the	x-axis	at	(–6,	0).	Simply	count	over	3	points	to	the	left	(the
run),	down	2	(the	rise),	and	you're	at	(–3,	2).	But	you're	asked	for	the	x-
intercept,	so	repeat	this	process.	Go	over	3	more	points	to	the	left	and
down	2	more,	and	you're	at	(–6,	0).

13.	D.	not	enough	information	given.	This	question	doesn't	provide
enough	information	for	you	to	give	an	accurate	answer.	If	the	fire	were
rectangular	in	shape,	the	answer	would	be	different	from	a	circular	fire	or
an	irregularly	shaped	fire.	The	question	provides	information	only	about
the	shape	of	the	barbeque.

14.	C.	$2.19.	Consider	the	price	per	square	foot	at	each	store:

Carnie's	Carpets:	$21.50	per	square	yard	=	$21.50/9	=	$2.39	per
square	foot
Flora's	Flooring:	$2.45	per	square	foot
Dora's	Deep	Discount:	The	area	of	an	8-x-12-foot	rug	is	(8)(12)	=
96	square	feet.	The	cost	for	96	square	feet	is	$210.24	or
$210.24/96	=	$2.19	per	square	foot.

15.	A.	third	quarter.	In	this	question,	you're	asked	to	analyze	graphs	to



identify	patterns	in	a	workplace	situation.
In	the	2013	graph,	the	third	quarter	of	2013	produces	a	little	more	than
30%	of	the	output.	The	best	answer	for	this	question	is	the	third	quarter.

16.	1,140.	This	problem	involves	measurement,	specifically,	area	and
money.	Assuming	that	the	estimate	for	renovation	is	accurate,	the	number
of	square	feet	of	renovation	that	the	Ngs	can	afford	for	$18,000	is
$18,000/15.80	square	feet	=	1,139.24	square	feet.	Round	this	number	to
1,140	because	you	usually	don't	add	part	of	a	square	foot.

17.	(6,	6).	This	problem	involves	data	analysis,	statistics,	and	probability.
You're	being	asked	to	graph	a	point	representing	the	medians	of	two	sets
of	data.	First,	find	the	median	(the	middle	number,	when	put	in	order)	of
the	first	set	of	numbers.	The	median	is	6.	Then	find	the	median	of	the
second	set	of	numbers.	Again,	it's	6.

18.	B.	sedan.	This	problem	is	based	on	measurement	using	uniform	rates,
and	it	asks	you	to	make	a	decision	based	on	factual	information.	To	figure
the	cost	of	gasoline	over	the	five	years,	set	up	the	problem	this	way:

To	help	you	decide	which	car	LeeAnne	should	buy,	create	a	chart	like	the
following:

Vehicle	Type Miles/Gallon Total	Gas	Costs

SUV 12.8 $24,609.38

Sedan 19.6 $16,071.43

2-door 19.5 $16,153.83

All-wheel	drive 17.2 $18,313.94

Sports	car 18.6 $16,935.47

From	these	figures,	you	can	see	that	the	sedan	is	the	best	buy.
19.	C.	divide	then	add.	This	problem	involves	number	operations.	Instead
of	asking	you	for	the	answer,	which	is	pretty	simple,	you're	asked	to
provide	the	operations	that	are	required	to	solve	the	problem.	First,	you
divide	(miles	to	site	by	miles	per	hour),	and	then	you	add	(the	amount	of
time	Tom	wants	to	arrive	early).	Remember	to	keep	the	units	consistent.

20.	D.	11.	This	question	involves	data	analysis.	You're	asked	to	apply
measures	of	central	tendency	(the	mean)	and	analyze	the	effect	of	changes



in	data	on	this	measure.	If	Leonora's	present	average	is	77.8%	and	she
wants	to	get	an	average	of	80%,	she	needs	enough	marks	to	get	an
additional	2.2%	(80	–	77.8).
Because	Leonora	is	taking	five	subjects,	she	requires	5	extra	points	for
each	percent	increase.	Thus,	she	requires	(2.2)(5)	=	11	additional	points.
The	problem	says	that	English	is	her	best	subject,	so	she	would	need	the
11	extra	points	in	English.

21.	A.	7	cups	of	soup	and	⅞	cup	of	lentils.	This	question	tests	your	ability
to	figure	out	how	a	change	in	the	amount	of	rice	used	results	in	changes	to
the	amount	of	soup	and	lentils	needed.
Because	each	cup	of	rice	requires	2	cups	of	soup,	3½	cups	of	rice	require
2	×	3½	=	7	cups	of	soup.
Because	each	cup	of	rice	requires	¼	cup	of	lentils,	3½	cups	of	rice	require
3½	×	¼	=	7̸2	×	¼	=	⅞	cup	of	lentils.

22.	C.	1:46.	This	question	is	a	test	in	probability.	You're	asked	to	figure	out
the	probability	of	an	event	occurring.	If	you	had	an	entire	deck	of	52
cards,	the	probability	of	drawing	an	ace	of	hearts	would	be	1:52.	If	you
remove	6	cards	and	none	of	them	is	the	ace	of	hearts,	you	may	as	well
have	a	46-card	deck	(52	–	6).	The	probability	of	drawing	an	ace	of	hearts
from	a	46-card	deck	is	1:46.

23.	B.	the	larger	rug.	This	problem	tests	your	measurement	skills.	You're
asked	to	predict	the	impact	of	changes	in	the	linear	dimensions	of	the	rug
on	its	area	and	cost.	Choice	(C)	seems	logical,	but	the	question	never
mentions	the	cost	of	the	paneling	or	the	skylight,	so	you	can't	consider	it
as	an	answer.

Draw	a	sketch	of	the	room	with	the	larger	rug.	It	will	have	a	tiled	area
around	it.	You	have	to	figure	out	how	many	square	feet	of	tile	and	carpet
you	need	for	this	floor	treatment,	as	follows:

The	area	of	the	room	is	(18)(12)	=	216	square	feet.
The	larger	rug	will	cover	(16)(10)	=	160	square	feet	of	the	floor.
This	leaves	56	square	feet	(216	–	160)	to	be	covered	with	tile.	The
cost	of	the	rug	is	($7.50)(160)	=	$1,200.	The	cost	of	the	tile	is
($9.00)(56)	=	$504.00.	The	total	cost	is	$1,200.00	+	$504.00	=
$1,704.00.
The	smaller	rug	will	cover	(12)(8)	=	96	square	feet	of	the	floor.



The	smaller	rug	will	cover	(12)(8)	=	96	square	feet	of	the	floor.
This	leaves	216	–	96	=	120	square	feet	to	be	covered	with	tile.	The
cost	of	the	rug	is	($7.50)(96)	=	$720.00.	The	cost	of	the	tile	is
($9.00)(120)	=	$1,080.00.	The	total	cost	is	$720.00	+	$1,080.00	=
$1,800.00.	The	smaller	rug	will	cost	more	for	the	entire	floor
treatment.
Tile	costs	more	per	square	foot	than	carpeting,	so	you	know
without	doing	any	figuring	that	having	more	tile	will	result	in
higher	costs.

24.	C.	loveseat.	This	question	is	an	exercise	in	data	analysis.	You're	asked
to	compare	sets	of	data	based	on	the	mean	(average)	prices	of	four	other
stores.	You	can	summarize	the	average	prices	on	a	sketch	table	like	this
one:

You	can	see	that	the	only	item	Friendly	Furniture	sells	for	over	the
average	price	is	the	loveseat,	which	is	the	answer	to	the	question.

25.	320.	This	question	tests	your	knowledge	of	number	operations	by
asking	you	to	solve	a	problem	involving	calculations.	Sarah	ate	48/18

pistachios	per	minute.	In	2	hours	or	120	minutes,	she	could	eat	 .
26.	multiplication.	This	question	is	about	number	operations;	it	asks	you	to
select	the	appropriate	operation	to	solve	a	problem.	Because	the	first
operation	performed	is	to	find	the	volume	of	the	room,	and	the	formula
for	volume	is	length	×	width	×	height,	the	first	operation	you	use	to	solve
the	problem	is	multiplication.

27.	D.	not	enough	information	given.	This	question	tests	your	knowledge
of	measurement	and	geometry.	You're	asked	to	visualize	and	describe
geometrical	figures	under	a	90-degree	rotation.	Each	of	the	figures	is
changed	by	the	rotation.	Try	drawing	each	of	these	shapes,	picking	a
point	on	the	perimeter	and	rotating	it	90	degrees.	Because	this	is	a	timed



test,	try	drawing	one	or	two,	noticing	that	they	change	quite	a	bit.	Use
your	imagination	to	check	the	rest.	After	discovering	that	none	of	the	four
shapes	has	the	same	relationship	to	the	horizontal	after	a	90-degree
rotation	about	a	point	on	its	perimeter,	you	have	your	answer	—	not
enough	information	given.

28.	7:1.	This	question	tests	your	data-analysis	skills	by	asking	you	to
interpret	a	chart	and	answer	a	question	involving	calculation.
The	largest	budget	is	the	Operations	budget,	while	the	smallest	budget	is
Human	Resources.	The	ratio	between	these	two	budgets	is	14.7	to	2.1	or
7:1	(dividing	both	sides	by	2.1).
If	you	wanted	to	do	this	in	your	head,	notice	that	14:2	(the	approximate
ratio	between	the	Operations	budget	and	the	Human	Resources	budget)	is
double	7:1.

29.	5.	This	question	tests	your	knowledge	of	patterns	by	asking	you	to
compare	information	from	different	types	of	graphs	to	extract
information.	Graph	5	has	the	first	and	third	quarters	in	the	required	ratio.

30.	D.	not	enough	information.	This	problem	involves	measurement	and
geometry,	and	it	asks	you	to	use	the	Pythagorean	theorem.
You	can't	actually	solve	this	problem,	however.	Because	the	rangefinder
is	measuring	the	distance	from	the	forester's	eye	and	you	don't	know	how
high	his	eye	is	above	the	ground,	you	can't	calculate	the	height	of	the	tree.
You	can	calculate	the	distance	from	the	forester's	eye	to	the	top	of	the	tree
by	using	the	Pythagorean	theorem,	but	the	question	asks	for	the	height	of
the	tree	(which	is	the	distance	from	the	ground	—	not	the	forester's	eye	—
to	the	top	of	the	tree).	Thus,	you	don't	have	enough	information.

31.	$78.50.	This	question	tests	your	knowledge	of	number	operations	by
asking	you	to	perform	several	operations	to	calculate	an	answer.	After	the
fourth	week,	Lawrie	would've	deposited	(4)($24.00)	=	$96.00.	There
would've	been	two	withdrawals	totaling	$7.50	+	$10.00	=	$17.50.	Her
balance	after	the	fourth	week	would	be	$96.00	–	$17.50	=	$78.50.

32.	$3.20.	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	using	percentages	and
discounts.	Store	A	offers	Sarah	1/3	off	or	96/3	=	$32.00	off	the	original
price.	Store	B	offers	her	30%	off;	30%	is	0.30,	so	she'll	get	(96)(0.30)	=
$28.80	off	the	original	price.	By	buying	at	Store	A,	she'd	get	the	chair	for
$32.00	–	$28.80	=	$3.20	less.	Thus,	she'd	save	$3.20.



33.	D.	100.	This	question	tests	your	skills	by	asking	you	to	use	information
from	a	graph	to	solve	a	problem.	From	the	graph,	you	can	figure	out	that
the	volume	in	decibels	is	the	square	of	the	volume	setting.	For	a	volume
setting	of	4,	the	volume	is	16	decibels.	Therefore,	for	a	setting	of	10,	the
volume	is	100	decibels	(102).

34.	D.	12.	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	algebra	by	asking	you	to	solve
equations.	The	equation	given	is	V	=	S2.	If	S2	=	144,	the	square	root	of
144	is	12.	Thus,	the	answer	is	12.

35.	A.	36.	If	the	volume	decreases	by	half	for	every	10	feet	away	from	the
stage	you	get	and	the	volume	at	the	stage	is	144	decibels,	a	person	sitting
10	feet	from	the	stage	would	hear	at	a	volume	of	72	decibels	(144/2),	and
a	person	sitting	20	feet	from	the	stage	would	hear	at	a	volume	of	36
decibels	(72/2).

36.	12.	This	question	involves	number	operations.	You're	asked	to	calculate
the	average	miles	per	gallon	for	a	vehicle.	Rather	than	provide	you	with
the	number	of	gallons	used,	you're	given	the	cost	of	gasoline	and	the	cost
of	the	240-mile	trip.	To	calculate	the	amount	of	fuel	used,	you	divide
$54.00	by	$2.70	to	get	20	gallons.	You	can	do	this	operation	mentally	to
speed	things	up.	Next,	you	divide	the	miles,	240,	by	the	fuel	used,	20
gallons,	to	get	the	mileage,	12	miles	per	gallon	(240/20	=	12).

37.	D.	circle.	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	measurement	and	geometry.
To	remain	at	a	constant	temperature,	you	have	to	remain	at	a	constant
distance	from	the	fire.
The	path	of	a	point	that	travels	a	constant	distance	from	a	point	is	a	circle.

38.	4.48.	This	problem	tests	your	ability	to	do	calculations	and	use	a
formula:	Volume	=	length	×	width	×	depth.	Thus,	12,902	cubic	feet	=	120

feet	×	24	feet	×	average	depth.	The	average	depth	 	(the
answer	is	rounded).

39.	D.	2,949.	This	question	tests	your	ability	to	make	a	decision	based	on
data	presented	in	a	table	and	then	to	use	that	information	to	answer	a
question.	The	least	economical	car	costs	$1,823	to	drive	for	a	year,	while
the	most	economical	car	costs	$840	for	the	same	time	under	the	same
conditions.	The	difference	in	cost	for	one	year	is	$1,823	–	$840	=	$983.
The	cost	for	three	years	is	($983)(3)	=	$2,949.

40.	A.	1	2/3.	This	question	tests	your	ability	to	analyze	data,	using	the	mean



and	median	to	answer	a	question	about	the	data	given.	The	mean	of	the
city	mileages	is	the	sum	of	the	mileages	divided	by	10	(the	number	of
entries),	which	equals	16.8.	The	median	of	the	mileages	is	the	one
midway	between	the	two	in	the	middle,	or	16.5.	The	difference	between
the	two	numbers	(16.8	–	16.5)	is	0.3	or	1/3.

41.	(0,	5).	This	question	tests	your	ability	to	analyze	data	by	representing
data	graphically.
For	Vehicle	A,	the	difference	between	the	city	and	highway	mileage	is	5
miles	per	gallon	(28	–	23).	The	point	you	want	on	the	y-axis	is	(0,	5),
which	you	need	to	mark	on	the	graph.

42.	D.	+8.	This	question	tests	your	skill	in	algebra	by	asking	you	to	solve	a
system	of	linear	equations:

2x	+	3y	=	10

5x	+	6y	=	13

A	linear	equation	is	one	in	which	the	powers	of	the	variables	are	all	equal
to	1.	To	solve	this	system,	you	have	to	eliminate	x	by	multiplying	each
equation	by	a	number	that	allows	you	to	subtract	one	from	the	other	and
end	up	with	just	y's.	Multiply	the	first	equation	by	5	and	the	second
equation	by	2:

5(2x	+	3y	=	10)	=	10x	+	15y	=	50

2(5x	+	6y	=	13)	=	10x	+	12y	=	26

Subtract	the	second	equation	from	the	first,	and	you	get	3y	=	24;	y	=	8.
(Note	that	you	can	also	multiply	the	second	equation	by	–2	and	add	the
two	equations	together.	Either	way	gets	you	the	same	answer.)

43.	B.	4	times	as	many.	This	question	asks	you	to	analyze	a	situation
presented	in	a	table.	The	table	tells	you	that	the	country	with	the	highest
participation	rate	is	the	United	States,	with	a	participation	rate	of	66.4.
The	country	with	the	lowest	participation	rate	is	Portugal,	with	a
participation	rate	of	15.5.	Because	you're	asked	for	an	approximation,	you
can	say	that	the	participation	rate	in	the	United	States	is	60	and	in
Portugal,	it's	15,	which	means	that	4	times	as	many	adults	participate	in
adult	education	in	the	United	States	than	in	Portugal.

44.	D.	$18.00.	This	problem	involves	number	operations.	The	total	amount
of	Gordon's	bills	is	$23.00	+	$31.00	+	$48.00	+	$13.00	+	$114.00	+



$39.00	=	$268.00.	If	Gordon	allocates	only	$250.00	to	pay	these	bills,	he
ends	up	$268.00	–	$250.00	=	$18.00	short.	Be	wary	of	Choice	(B),	which
is	a	special	trap	for	people	who	don't	read	the	question	carefully.

45.	3	hours.	At	the	end	of	the	first	month,	Georgette	will	owe	$185	+	$20	=
$205.	The	second	month’s	interest	will	be	($205)(0.15)	=	$30.75.	At	$11
an	hour,	Georgette	would	have	to	work	an	additional	2.76	hours,	or
practically	3	hours	because	no	one	would	hire	someone	to	work	2	hours,
45	minutes,	and	36	seconds.

46.	D.	approximately	5,300.	This	problem	tests	your	knowledge	of
measurement	and	geometry	by	asking	you	to	solve	a	problem	involving
volume	and	weight.	You	can	do	this	problem	in	your	head,	but	we	take
you	through	the	steps	using	calculations	first.
The	formula	for	volume	of	a	cylinder	(the	cylinder	is	the	circular	inside	of
the	pool	to	a	height	of	9	inches)	is	πr2h,	where	π	=	approximately	3.14,	r
=	radius,	and	h	=	height.	If	the	diameter	is	12	feet,	the	radius	is	6	feet.	If
the	height	is	9	inches,	it's	9/12	feet,	which	can	be	simplified	to	3/4	feet.
In	a	formula,	don't	forget	that	all	units	must	be	the	same	—	that	is,	feet
and	feet	or	inches	and	inches.
The	volume	is	(3.14)[(6)(6)](3/4)	=	85.59	cubic	feet.
Because	1	cubic	foot	weighs	62.42	pounds,	the	weight	of	85.59	cubic	feet
is	(85.59)(62.42)	=	5,343	or	5,300	rounded	to	the	nearest	hundred.
To	do	this	problem	in	your	head,	multiply	6	by	6	to	get	36.	Multiply	36
by	3/4	to	get	27,	and	multiply	27	by	3	to	get	81.	The	approximate	volume
of	the	pool	is	81	cubic	feet,	which	isn't	bad	for	an	approximation.	For
your	purposes,	say	the	volume	is	80	cubic	feet,	which	is	still	close.	The
weight	of	a	cubic	foot	of	water	is	62.42	pounds,	so	round	it	to	60	pounds.
Now,	multiply	80	by	60	to	get	4,800,	which	is	closest	to	Choice	(D).	You
can	go	with	that	approximation	because	it's	very	close	to	one	of	the
answers.

47.	A.	6.4%.	This	question	tests	your	ability	to	evaluate	an	answer	by	using
a	formula.	This	formula,	I	=	prt,	isn't	in	the	format	you	want	because	you
want	to	calculate	the	rate,	which	means	solving	for	r.	You	can	change	the

equation	to	 ,	which	allows	you	to	calculate	the	rate	from	the

information	given.	Substituting	into	this	equation,	you	get	 .



(Remember	that	1	year	and	3	months	is	1	1/4,	or	1.25	of	a	year.)

Then	 .
48.	C.	$4.90.	This	question	involves	number	operations.	You're	asked	to
calculate	—	in	your	head	—	the	answer	to	a	problem.
To	use	mental	math	to	solve	this	problem,	round	everything.	Consider	the
apples	at	$0.80	a	pound,	bananas	at	$0.20	each,	milk	at	$1.30,	and	a	loaf
of	bread	at	$1.00.	The	total	for	this	approximation	is	(2)($0.80)	+	(5)
($0.20)	+	$1.30	+	$1.00	=	$4.90.	Looking	at	the	answer	choices,	Choice
(C)	is	the	only	one	close	to	this	approximation.

49.	A.	28.	This	question	tests	your	knowledge	of	patterns	by	asking	you	to
figure	out	the	next	number	in	a	series.	By	looking	at	the	series,	it	looks
like	each	number	is	the	square	of	the	placement	of	the	number	in	the	list,
plus	3.	That	is,	the	first	number	is	12	plus	3,	or	4.	The	second	number	is
22	plus	3,	or	7.	The	third	term	is	32	(9)	plus	3,	or	12.	The	fifth	term	would
be	52	(25)	plus	3,	which	is	28.

50.	C.	(–2,	–2).	This	question	tests	your	skills	in	geometry	by	asking	you	to
visualize	a	graph	of	an	object.	Because	the	object	is	a	rectangle,	the
opposite	sides	are	equal	in	length	and	are	parallel,	the	fourth	corner	will
be	2	units	to	the	left	of	the	y-axis,	giving	it	an	x-coordinate	of	–2,	and	2
units	below	the	x-axis,	giving	it	a	y-coordinate	of	–2.	Therefore,	the	point
would	be	(–2,	–2).
The	x-coordinate	is	the	distance	from	the	y-axis,	and	the	y-coordinate	is
the	distance	from	the	x-axis.

Answer	Key
Section	1:	Reasoning	Through	Language	Arts
1.	B

2.	C

3.	distributing	discarded	materials	to	visual	arts	classes

4.	B

5.	D



6.	C

7.	A

8.	D

9.	B

10.	D

11.	A

12.	C

13.	B

14.	B

15.	D

16.	A

17.	B

18.	C

19.	B

20.	D

21.	B

22.	D

23.	C

24.	Dutch	colonists

25.	A

26.	yellow	bricks

27.	Hawkins’s	fields

28.	A



29.	D

30.	B

31.	A

32.	B

33.	D

34.	A

35.	C

36.	times

37.	exceptable

38.	A

39.	B

40.	Its

41.	C

42.	not

43.	C

44.	A

45.	programs

46.	A

47.	B

48.	C

49.	A

50.	grimly	ordinary

51.	D



52.	A

53.	D

54.	hungry

55.	C

56.	D

57.	B

58.	D

59.	D

60.	B

Section	2:	Social	Studies
1.	D

2.	C

3.	A

4.	D

5.	C

6.	B

7.	D

8.	A

9.	D

10.	C

11.	an	independent	military

12.	D

13.	C



14.	White	Male

15.	B

16.	D

17.	C

18.	C

19.	D

20.	burial	ground

21.	B

22.	C

23.	Serbia

24.	B

25.	C

26.	A

27.	C

28.	B,	D,	C,	A

29.	B

30.	D

31.	A

32.	D

33.	34.6%

34.	B

35.	A

36.	480	pounds



37.	B

38.	A

39.	D

40.	1973

41.	C

42.	A

43.	D

44.	A

45.	C

Section	3:	Science
1.	B

2.	C

3.	D

4.	D

5.	pyruvic	acid

6.	D

7.	vectors

8.	B

9.	C

10.	consumer	would	starve	for	lack	of	food

11.	10

12.	D

13.	B



14.	D

15.	D

16.	D

17.	B

18.	B

19.	D

20.	C

21.	conservation	of	matter

22.	A

23.	D

24.	C

25.	D

26.	C

27.	C

28.	A

29.	D

30.	D

31.	A

32.	D

33.	B

34.	the	moon

35.	heredity

36.	C



37.	B

38.	D

39.	C

40.	B

41.	B

42.	heat

43.	it	creates	an	identical	copy	of	the	DNA.

44.	C

45.	B

46.	protons

47.	C

48.	B

49.	D

50.	D

Section	4:	Mathematical	Reasoning
1.	C

2.	A

3.	$1,680

4.	B

5.	average

6.	A

7.	D

8.	66



9.	B

10.	D

11.	2/3

12.	(–6,	0)

13.	D

14.	C

15.	A

16.	1,140

17.	(6,	6)

18.	B



19.	C

20.	D

21.	A

22.	C

23.	B

24.	C

25.	320

26.	multiplication

27.	D

28.	7:1

29.	5

30.	D

31.	$78.50

32.	$3.20

33.	D

34.	D

35.	A

36.	12

37.	D

38.	4.48

39.	D

40.	A

41.	(0,	5)



42.	D

43.	B

44.	D

45.	3	hours

46.	D

47.	A

48.	C

49.	A

50.	C
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